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L.D. 2391 

(Filing No. H-IOBa 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

114TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT . .j9" to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391, Bill, "An 
Act to Provide for Immediate Income Withholding and Periodic 
Review and Adjustment of Child Support Awards in Support 
Enforcement Cases of the Department of Human Services, to Provide 
an Expedited Process for the Commencement of Paternity Actions 
and to Provide for a Trial Preference for Paternity Actions" 

20 Amend the bill by striking out all of the title and 
inserting in its place the following: 

22 
• An Act to Provide for Inmediate Income Withholding and a Plan 

24 for Periodic Review and Adjustment of Child Support Awards in 
Support Enforcement Cases of the Department of BlDDan Services' 

26 
Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 

28 clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

30 
'PART A 

32 
Sec. A-I. 19 MRSA §498-C is enacted to read: 

34 
§498-C. Immediate withholding of earnings 

36 
1. Witbholding order. Beginning November 1, 1990, a 

38 decision establishing or modifying a child support obligation 
under this subchapter must conform with this subsection. 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. The decision must provide for the withholding of amount~ 
payable as child support. effective from the date of the 
decision. from the responsible parent's earnings. regardless 
of whether support payments by the responsible parent are in 
arrears. The withholding order must: 

(1) Specify the amount of earnings to be withheld; 

(2) Specify the support enforcement case number; and 

(3) Direct that upon receipt of a copy of the 
withholding order any payor of earnings to the 
responsible parent shall: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT rtf .. to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

(a) Immepiately----.l2~gi!L-to withhold those earning~ 

when eal-nings are usually paid to the responsible 
parent: and 

.Lb) Send each amount of earning:L....lii..tll_held to the. 
~~Ltm~m tat the a d"-'d,.,."r'-'e .... s"-'s"-----'s2,;e .... t"'----"f-"'o""-r-"t,...,h'----'i"-'nc!.---""th~e 
liHhh~.l,.din9~~~ithin 10 days af~r each 
wilhholding of earnings. 

B. This subsection does not apply ifl 

11) A P~J.~eJI!On-~_trat~ru:Lt.p~-h~ad.D9-S!UiGllJin.9& 
.that_tJ}e~~oJ:1d~-"J~e not to reguire immediate 
withholding under this section: or 

n~ __ ~r i t ten_ag_r_eel'!l~nt_~we.!WJn~axj.j~s_LlLQYi.diJl9 
Slli~1J.el"Uative arrangement is filed with the heal·ing 
officer. 

~d2I"jtL-of_()rder~twitAst.£.n.9i-IDL-iWy._~'-ther l~ 
22 :w itl1h..Q)_pi1'.l9.--.Q£g~L_.uQ~.r_thll~_~tion h~~_dori ty OVeL-..PJIY 

p l:..e.YiQ.Ys J. Y---tiJ~9~_t~bment. e.x..eJ;..I.lt.i.9.1lL-9M ni shmen tor as s i gnm~ 
24 Q.L-~2..~L.tmll.~~L made for the purpose of enforcing or 

paying a child support obligation. 
26 

..3-1---Qb.ligationl> __ of--payor--2.f~\lr.:llill9s. Th~Jib_s_e..G1.iQn 

28 governs the obligations of a payor of earnings under this secti~ 

30 A_. _Upon r~£.ej.pL.()f a copy of a withholding order, a payor 
of·earniDgs to the responsible parent shall: 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

ill--Ll'l\lTlediatell'_~in to withhold ear.p..iU-.9L-of the 
.x:espons.ible parent when earnings are usually paid to 
the resp~le parent; and 

.u ) Sen~c~..Q.!..l.nL-of earningL..Xi_thllitl.d to the 
Q~.~tm~~ at ~~~-Adq~~~t forth in the withholding 
order within 10 days after each withholding. 

J3~b1L.P_aYQr~~.lUnclY.(l.e with all remit~.k.~--.S2f~~.tl 
~lin9.~tJ1L....r.e..~.Jble p~nt' s support enforcement case 
number set forth in the withholding order. 

s; .!--T.lILI'ay.<LI:_m~.o..ml2.i RL..a!!lOun_t s w i thbe.ld~Q r t r aJ)~i t t.p.l 
~b~e.p.iU .. tm.enLll:.om more than one responsible parent if 
the portion attributable to each responsible parent is 
separately designated, except that the payor may not comb..i.n.e. 
.N!lQID.lts if that action woultl r~_sult in a re§J2.Qll~..i~ 

p.a..r_~L)I'itbh~LlJt_e~.rnin9S_Qdn<;L~t tQ the tlepartmen~~ 
than 10 days fwm the withholding date. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMEN~ ,j}, to H,P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

D. In addition to earnings withheld under the withholdiillJ 
2 order. t.he payor may deduct from e..i\.rnings due the 

~sponsib~arent a processing fee [or each withholding and 
4 tx.gnsmitJ..a~ t.can9~...tiQ~J~~e-p_~ent sh~~s . .t-'~~lislL.J;.ll~ 

9m.QJ,tnt of the processing fee by rule pursugnt to Title 5. 
6 chapter 375. 

8 k_. _T)l~bglsm~LtlLnings due the r~H~9.rLsj..JU..LPareJ1Lm\!~.t • 
pe paid to the responsible parent on the dgy that parent is 

10 usually paid. 

12 ~_._Durat.i_oD._ot_or.deJ .• __ A_with,lNldin.g~ll~r i.s binding upon 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

tJl~l!ayor of earnings to the responsible parent until: 

~'rJ}e---2.ul,er is sup~,,§,~Ule.JLJ;)Y--iill-CLt~.ithholding order 
issued by the depgrtment under this subchapter; 

.a----J.'h~de.cisi.o~~s.tQbli.shing the support obligation is 
superseded by g court order; 

.c. The paY_O~Q~&,_pe~n_L~l~gsed from the withholding order 
in writing by the depgrtment; 

IL. The child: 

1.1) If n9~_tt~.Ilc;1,ing seCQ~r~lliLQ]..~~ined in 
Title 20-A. section I. becomes 18 yegrs of age; or 

(2) If gt~nging secondgry school. as defined in Title 
20-A. section I: 

La~G.J:~~tes. withdraws or is expelled from 
secondary school; or 

(b) Becomes 19 yegrs of age; or 

E. The child is emancipated or adopted. 

.5_~UP.L-tQ_~J!~J.4j",rml~.§'lh A 2Qyor of e.Ar..n.i.n9li-t..!LtM 
40 IH.P9..DllllfL-Pj:!....r!!~w~onors a withholding order--YnSier this 

sect.i..Qn is discharged from any liability or obliggtion to t~ 
42 responsible pjirent for earnings withheld in complignce with the 

order. The depgrtment shall defend and hold harmless any payor 
44 for honoring the order. 

4 6 .6.---Jfo~ic.e~L~I1IIi~.ll_lliD---.O.L..payj)r-p~.tla.t,i.QP..Jih.i.p~en 
the relationship between the pgyor of earnings and the 

48 llsponsible parent th~t prov~es for the pe.yment of earn.ings to 
.the re~s_ihl~_c;l.~nt. whu.h.~..LJ~t.i9n~.Dip is that o.! 

!;O f!m-ployer ~nL~m.l1l'py-e~OL...an-L-Q..th.e..t:.,--j..~e.rm_inaY!.JL..-.t~~ 

gl1alL_liJtlLi_ILJ~ays of tn!! termination. send t~p.a.:(tment a 
52 written notice of the termination. The notice must include: 
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A. The reRPonsible parent's name, last known address and 
social security number: 

B. The support enforcement case number: 

~~~te of termination of the relationship of payor and 
payee; and 

D. If knQ~lL-tb~_~~~~nd addre~s of any new or other payor 
Qf earnings to the responsible parent. 

1 __ 0 _J.i~ilitY _oLpayoG_vi_o.]..$ltJoP$o A p_~or is li~];lLe-L. 

14 _~Jt~~~_rvic~---2f the withholdiJ.lg order, for---.2.~earnings the 
l,?QYQ..Lll.il.~-t.!L~itllll2.ilL...QJ1!LselldjQ the departmeI}L~ithin 10 days 

16 ~le day that the payee is usually paid. The department m.su: 
m.u.nt..Q.J..n an ac..tllrL..Mlains..L...the payor for the earniI}g~h.fL..P..9~L 

18 did not withhold and se~2-t..~p-a...tlment Qr for t~lT)P..Qsition 

9J_ any Qf thfL1.Qllowing civil penalties, or both, plus attQrney's 
20 fees and court costs. 

22 A . A--!>~Y.9X __ wl.1o_f..9U s_tJ;)~.H,l;Ib.Q~axJ1i ngL-on.--the_o..~y 
earnin..9$ are uS_l,lally paid to the resPQnsible parent cQmmits 

24 ~civi~~t..i...Qn for whi~.LCL-.fQ1;:~ure of not more than 
$100 may be adjudged for each failure to withhold. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

~ .. __ L.payor t{h~tg.il.~tp_se~wi.thh~l~ni~~ to tb~ 

g~~l~tJDellt within 10 daY~f the withhol.Qing commits a civil 
violati~J}_1;pr which a forfeitqre of nQt more tha~l..OJL . .!!@Y 

~c1judyed for each failure to timely send withheld 
eatning§...... 

~A_!>.~YQr who fa';"l~ tQ s~Lthe nQtUj~.atiJm .. _U!S.yill~ 
.sM.s~ion 6 coJ!l!Jl.its a~.ivil v iJU.a.ti on for which a 
forfeiture of not more than S100 may be adjudged. 

D. A pj~yor who discharg.es from emp1oYID~nt or refuse~ 
employ a responsible parent. or who takes disciplinary 
action against a responsible parent employed by the payor, 
Qr who otherwise discriminates against the responsible 
parent ~~use of the existence of the withholding o~der Qr 
.t~PJ.j,gM.i9_I.!£.J1!!Rosed u,pon the paYQr by the order, is 
~ject LQ a civil penalty of not more than $5,000, payable 
~~at.e, to be recovered in a civil action. The paYQr 
is also su,bject to an action by the responsible parent for 
~m.pJ:Jl~tory a~nit.,i_y.~d.~..a.ges for those actions, plus 
attorney's fees and cou,rt costs. 

~OtbeL-%.~edie~. A withho~Qj_~der u,nder this section 
50 9.9..sl~n.9LJ2J~L-...Pny judi~,i~~dministrative enfQrcement Qr 

~Q..,l,lection action otherwise available under federal or state law 

Page 4-LR3450(5) 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,ft .. to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

.reg9,):"~j._:qg_cJli~Q._oJ_~PP-V.JH!.)._s~"'pport arrearages or a debt for 
2 public assistance under section 495. 

4 9. Sunset. This section is repealed April 1. 1991. 

6 Sec. A·2. 19 MRSA §777, sub·§3 is enacted to read: 

8 J~i~ilitY-2.Ll>uPL-t.o_o1>li..Q~e. An obli-9~QLJ!'IaiIlt.ai-1l 
~n action for co~pensatory damgg~~~ding~ttQ£pey's fees and 

10 ~~Jt costs, against a payor who fails to comply with this 
section. 

12 
Sec. A·3. 19 MRSA §777.A is enacted to read: 

14 
5777 A. I~come _witJWo;Ldl._ng in department sqpport 

16 enforcement cases 

18 ~~pPlic.ilhiJ,ity"-~e..giPllin.g __ ~~mber 1. 1990~his section 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

applies to any action under this Title or Title 22 in which: 

A----J'he establishment or modification of child support is 
sought: 

.a. A part~i~_ involRd in a departmJLn~pport enforcement 
case regarding the same child or children; and 

C. That party is: 

• 

iJJ A recipient of aid to families with dependent 
children; 

(2) A support enforcement client of the department; or 

(3) A responsible parent under section 493, subsection 

.2...t-

2. Pl..e_a~,ipSJs. A pe..r..s.s>n su)ti.ect to subs~.ti2Jl 1 shall 
38 .a.Uirmatively plea.d.......tbat person's status under subsection 1 and 

shall also plead the support enforcement case number. 
40 

)-L-lJlc~_wi thholdj._Q,g_pr_Qyi .. i.oJ;l_~or_d_e_r: .• ___ lm 0 rQ.e~ 

42 j!jLt..ahl.iS.l!,i~ or m~Wug child su.pport mu.st provide for the 
~~bholding from the obligor's income of amounts payable as child 

44 support. effective from the date of the order, regardless of 
wQe~~U~pPJrr.t_p-ayrnents by the obligor are in arrears. 

46 This subsection does not apply if: 

48 A. A party demonstrates and the court finds that there is 
good cQ.use not to reguire immediate withholding under this 

50 section; or 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. fr .. to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

B. A written agreement between the parties providing an 
2 alternative arrangement is filed with the court. 

4 ~~~QyisiQ~~_Q~~i~Q~~inq_Q~d~r. An income withholding 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

order issued under this section must include: 

A. The amount of income to be withheld; 

B_. _Th~_Qepcp::tmenL . ..s"'yp2Q.Lt_enf~ement casLlLwnber, if known 
~e COUlt; and 

.C_. _A _dir~ction_tQ._the--J?9.Y~t.n~t._uPQn receipt of a copy of 

.l:.h~ withholding ot·der the payol· shall: 

.11-> ImlT1e.c;li~..t~l.y_.l,,-egin to._w..itbho I d_j.p....c...Q.me of the 
obligor when usually paid to the obligor; and 

12 ) __ Sgv.O_the_amQY..v.~~.ithh~l~n~the~epcu:..tment 
.sJ-lJ?port en_liu:~~ment c~se nwn12u, if known, t~tJ!e 

department at th~9~s set forth in the order within 
10 days of the withholding. 

.5.~De'pa!:.tme.nLC9PY_Qt_ .(tr.de.r~~--...1illL.G.le..rJL..QL~.QJ,tr t shall 
24 ~nQ~o the department an ·attested co~y of the order establishing 

~modifying the award of child support and an attested copy of 
26 ~~ncome withholding order. 

28 .f;..1-S~~Vic~Lllt-pr_Q~e~.s--------I...h~PM . .tm~t may lierye an in~ 
withholding order under this section as provided in section 494. 

30 
.1_~.io~ity_of.-,~r(Je.~o.t.wi_ths.t9J.lO,i.I}gJLn...L-9_tl}eJ---l1-I:QYil.ion 

32 Q..LJ.9.w, a w.i-.tJlholding order under this sec_tion has priority over 
SlnY----l!-t" e.yj, Q.Y.S...I-L---i U ~.t.t.a.c.hment , ex e.c..uti_QIl, ga r ni s..l1m.e.n tor 

34 ~ignment of income that is not made for the pur~ose of 
enforcing or paying a child support obligation. 

36 
.3. ____ 0h.U.9il~i.O'IlL_oLp.a.rQ.L..QC . .i.~bis subs~tion governs 

38 the obligations of a payor of income under this section. 

40 b....o.-..J)p..Qn._~e..c..eip~_~~oJ?y_QLaJl.j.p~ome withholding order, a 
payor of income to the obligor shall: 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

(1) Immediately begi..n to withhold income of the 
obligor when usually paid; and 

J.2.1-Send ea!=~.QWl...t of in..c..Qme~..t...llbeld to the. 
Q..e"partment atj~Jl.Wss set forth in the order within 
10 days of the withholding. 

~, If a de.l1..aLtmeJJ..L.slJPI!Q..LLe.n.!9rC.!tlTlent ca...sLJl!-Y.TI.ber is se...t 
forth in the order or the department notifies the payor of 
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th_a~I1WJlb_~~ .. ~h.e-paY9_r_.shg1J~nclude that nwnber with all 
remittances of withheld income. 

~ _. __ T.!l~_a-Y9 r m a-y-somb i p~_amo_u_~ t-LJ'fiJ;,hbe_ld....J.9--L-J;x APsl'!Li.t,I;Jl.J,. 
tQ --.t_h..e_9.ep--2~11t ___ U.QIJLmQ...r..L.\,.~()1!~ig.Qr if the porilln 
iiJ:.tJ:.i.u.J!.t.9.l.11e to e_~~~b.l.i_9Qr~s sep~t..eJZ--q.eJiign~ 
.e~~lat the pgyQL.may not combine amounts if that action 
",oJJJ-sLxe_su_th_in_~11_Qblj,gpr' s~ithheld_...iJlS:QI11~_b~in9-~~ 

ill.e department more thall 10 days [rom the withholdillg date. 

p. The pay~may also dJ~.Q~L1LQm income due the obligor a 
IHoces_sj,_ng fee for each withholding and transmittal 
tra,Qs-,,~~tJQn_. __ Th~_Depj~!,:tIJI~U!t __ o~wna!1 __ Servi_c....e~!9J.;I. 
~J'!t,aJ;Jli.~h_~am_QJl...nL....9.f the p~sing fee by rule pursuant 
to Title 5, chapter 375. 

t_. __ '1'.ll_e balance oL--.i.n.comeJue __ tb~blj,-9QX_I11\1_sLpe paid to 
18 the obligor Oll the day the obligor is usually paid. 

20 .9-"-----Q_u_~a~i2~L()L_Q~qeJ". A wi.toOQQl.Q.ing onler is binding upon 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

tD~yor of income to the obligor until; 

A. The order is ~es_m~~ by a SU~$~~t court order L 

{l~b~_a~Q.L_iLre.lll.P.sed in writing from the terms of the 
order by the department: 

~. __ The~h.J.lcLpecomes 18 years of age, except as provided---.in 
subsection 10: or 

D.- The child is emancipated or adopted. 

10. E~.I~p.tiQ.~_t.Q .-d1A.t:a t..LQJLo.L...g~4.~rJO~-.Jlt.~EtndiDg_Ii>_EtCQP.4.~J"3 
34 §~bQ~~f the child is attending s~ary school as defi~~ 

Title 20-A, section 1 and if a coqrt has ordered the obligor to 
36 £rQYide chilcL..2..u-lUl.QILj.llltiLtb~L~hild gra@p.tes, wiJ;,hdraW:L.QL-i~ 

!Lxpelled frO!!L-S~lHmLQ...r~l]les 19 years o.L..il,ge, a wHhho1ding 
38 .Q.LQer is binding upon the payor of income to the obligor until 

the child: 
40 

42 

44 

b_. __ GrAd\l_a~, withdraws, or i_§~~pelled fr~~Ma 

school: or 

B. Becomes 19 years of age. 

46 11. Pil-l"oL....\...o __ be_Jl~l~LbarmleGG L __ Jm~ __ 12a-y~r---9.L~ ~~f!I~_to_ .tn~ 
Qtlj.g~:tr who hQnors an iIJ~mt'L~hholdin9-o.rder uJ}der th.i~secti.QD 

48 is discharg~d froll). any liabil.i.tL2...r obligation to the obligor for 
income withheld in~mpH_qIlC..e with the order, The department 

50 $hall defen~nd hold harmless any P9yor for honori~g the order. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

.l~ ._Notic~_Qf_t~.gniDatioD--2.L-.paIQ%-=pal'~~ela.ti!m!ihip~ 
2 }:1h.en the relationship between the payor and the obligor that 

px.ovj.des for the-Rayment of in~ by the payor to the obligor, 
4 !'lll~tJJ~L-H is that of employ~r and e11U?J.oyee or any other, is 

.Uu:mi.n-Pt...ed..--1J~---payor shall~thin 15 daYL-Q.Lt.he terminati-.lLIL.. 
6 $~_n~~h~artment a written notice of termination. The notice 

must include=-
8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

~~ ____ rbe_oQljgor's name, last known address and social 
$~.r..i.ty number; 

B. The department support enforcement case number: 

C. The date of termination of the relationship: and 

D. If J.!:IlQwn, the nQJTle and address of any new or other payor­
of income to the obligor. 

13._Liability_of.payor .• __ A_---PQY9.J" __ i~liM.le.L~L_.SeJ;:Y,i,c.~ 
20 pi an income withholding order lIpon the payor, for any incom~ 

.t..h9..L...the payor fails to withhold and send to the department 
22 Kithin 10 days of toe day that the obligor is usually paid. Th~ 

9~Jlll..J.:~D.~.may mail}tain an ~.t.i.Qn agai~t the pi;:l.yor for the 
24 .i.nQ9me--.t,bJL.---P.gy.o---I-did not witbh9lJL..Jrnd.~rui---t.Q~he departnl~nt or 

fo.r the imposition of any of - the following civil penalties, or 
26 both, plus attorney's fees and court costs. 

28 A. A P.2Y..9..LJ.ho fails t.~tll.l}Q],d inc~hen i~me is 
lilLu..2J..J...Y-..ll9id to the obligo~mmits a civil violation for 

30 which a forfeiture of not more than $100 may be adjudged for 
each failure to withhold. 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

~ __ . _~aY9.r wh.!LJ.~U~t~~~L~ithlleJ.Q.~~9J.'1l.e to to~ 
gmLaftrrlent within 10 daYL-Qf its withholdin.~mmits a UYil 
violation for which a forfeiture of not more than $100 may 
be adjudged for each failure to timely send withheld income. 

~, A payor who fa.ils to se.mL..tbJL.nQ.tli..i.c.a..lion reg:u.iLt:tl'I_b---y 
~~tion 12 commits a civil violation for which a 
forfeiture of not more than $100 may be adjudged. 

p . A pa,Y.Q.L.who di ~!HI,r9e..~rQ!!l. Jmp],Q.YJJ)gnt 0 r re.{y$.ll.-t.Q 
.employ a~ligor, or who takes disciplinary action against 
an obligor employed by the payor or who otherwise 
giscriminate$. against the obligor because of the existence 
~n i.ncome withholding ord~r or the ol;>J.igati.Q~~Q 
~LL-t~yor by the order, is subject to a penalty of not 
~Q.re than $5,000, payable to the State, to be recQYered in a 
civil action. The payor is also subject to an action by the 
QQligor for com~~ory a~~nl_tive damages for those 
actions, plus attorney's fees and court costs. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,~" to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

l~Qth~~e.die_~_. __ Nllt.her a prQvi-...Sion for imm.e.~ 

2 income withholding in an order for child support nor an income 
withho~Qing order under this section bars any judicial or 

4 administ..r.£Uve enforcement or collection action otherwise 
.2Y~ilable unq~r federal or st..Qt~aw wi~respect to chil~or 

6 spousal support arrearages or with respect to a debt for public 
assistance under section 495. 

8 
J.5. __ R~g:uirements~uppJ.emep.ta,l..~ __ !be_r:~q\l~r.~m.J~Jlt~_9~hi.§. 

10 sec.ti_O.1L..P.re in aduition to and not in substitution for those of 
section 777. 

12 
16~set. This section is repealed April 1. 1991. 

14 
PARTB 

16 
Sec. B-1. Le~islative phm for reviews of child suppurt awards. The 

18 Department of Human Services, in consul tatioll with the Supreme 
Judicial Court, the Family Law Section of the Maine State Bar 

20 Association, and Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Incorporated, shall 
develop a plan in accordance with of the federal Social Security 

22 Act, Section 466(a)(10), for l-eviews of child suppox-t awards. 
The department shall report the plan to the 115th Legislature and 

24 the Executive Director of the Legislative Council by January 15, 
1991. 

26 
Sec. B-2. Rulemakin~. The Department of Human Services 

28 shall, by rulemaking pursuant to the Maine Administrative 
Procedure Act, adopt a plan for reviews of child support awards 

30 as required to be effective October 12, 1990 by the federal 
Social ~ecurity Act, Section 466(a)(10). 

32 
FISCAL NOTE 

34 
The Department of Human Services and the Judicial Department 

36 have indicated that the addi tional costs associated wi th 
implementing the provisions of this legislation are expected to 

38 be minimal and can be absorbed within their respective budgeted 
resources .• 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This amendment replaces the bill. 

This amendment changes Part A of the original bill as 
follows. 

1. I t reformats all of the proposed language for ease in 
50 understanding. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,~" to H.P. 1732, L.D. 2391 

2. It amends the language that requires immediate income 
2 wi thholding for all support enforcement cases of the Department 

of HI~an Services establishing or modifying a child support 
4 obligation on or after November 1, 1990. As amended, it requires 

the decision to include an order for income withholding. The 
6 original bill required the department to issue a wi thholding 

order, but did not authorize any exemptions. This amendment 
8 allows for exemption from an immediate withholding order upon 

good cause, as determined by the hearing officer or upon a 
10 wr i tten al ternati ve arrangement agreed to by both parties and 

flIed with the hearing officer. 
12 

3. It amends one of the condi tions under which the 
14 wi thholding order is terminated by changing the condition from 

the lime the child reaches the "age of maturity" to the time the 
16 child reaches the age of 18 years or, if still in school, reaches 

the age of 19, graduates, is expelled or withdraws. 
18 

4. It amends the bill by adding attorney' s fees and costs 
20 as part of the recoverable expenses in certain actions against a 

payor. 
22 

5. It makes certain grammatical corrections. 
24 

6. I t deletes references to work-related day care expense 
26 obligations. 

28 The sections on immediate income withholding are repealed on 
April 1, 1991. 

30 .. 
This amendment replaces Part B of the bill with 2 sections 

32 requiring the Department of Human Services to develop plans 
regarding reviews of child support awards in compliance with 

34 federal law. The department must develop a plan in accordance 
with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act for review of child 

36 support awards to meet the October 12, 1990 deadline as required 
by federal law. The department must also consult with the 

38 Judicial Department, Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Incorporated, 
and the Family Law Section of the Maine State Bar Association in 

40 developing a plan for reviews of child support awards, which will 
be reviewed by the Legislature. This plan must be submitted to 

42 the 115th Legislature and the Executive Virector of the 
Legislative Council by January 15, 1991. 

44 
This amendment deletes Part C. 

Reported by the Committee on Judiciary 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House 
4/5/90 (Filing No. H-I088) 
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