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L.D. 2380

(Filing No. S-615)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A " to S.P. 942, L.D. 2380, Bill, "An
Act Regarding the Operation of Bottle Clubs"”

Amend the bill in the emergency preamble in the 3rd
paragraph in the 3rd line (page 1, line 11 in L.D.) by striking
out the following: "or other drug-related offenses”

Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and
inserting in its place the following:

‘Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA §161, sub-§§1-A to 1-C are enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT */\" to S.P. 942, L.D. 2380
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Class C crime:
B. Noncompliance of the bottle club with any local zoning
inan r rdin n rel
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/ |" to S.P. 942, L.D. 2380
C. Conditions of record such as waste disposal violations,
health or f violation rr rkin r traffi

n_an ron findin
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f1" to S.P. 942, L.D. 2380

Further amend the bill by inserting before the statement of
fact the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

The State Liquor Commission and the court system will incur
additional costs related to the regulation of bottle clubs. Both
the State Liquor Commission and the Judicial Department will be
able to absorb these additional costs within existing budgeted
resources.’

STATEMENT OF FACT

The amendment makes the procedure and requirements for
obtaining permission to operate a bottle club comparable to those
applicable to persons seeking a license to sell liquor.

The amendment requires that an applicant obtain municipal
approval, or in the case of unincorporated places the approval of
the county commissioners, to operate a bottle club. The 1local
authority may deny an application to operate a bottle club only
on specified grounds, including conviction of the applicant of a
Class A, Class B or Class C crime.

The local authority's decision may be appealed to the State
Ligquor Commission which may reverse the 1local decision if it
determines that the decision was arbitrary or based on an
erroneous finding, in the case of a decision to approve the
application, or that the decision was by clear and convincing
evidence without justifiable cause, if the decision was to deny
the application.

Notwithstanding the local authority's decision, wunder the
amendment as under the bill, the commission may not register a
bottle club if an owner or operator is disqualified from
receiving a 1liquor 1license under the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 28-A, section 601, subsection 2. The amendment forbids
registration of a bottle club if the owner or applicant does not
meet the eligibility requirements of Title 28-A, section 601,
subsection 1. Operation of a bottle club after receipt of notice
of denial of registration from the commission is a Class D crime.

Reported by Senator Baldacci for the Committee on Legal

Affaifg. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate
Rule .

(3/23/90) (Filing No. S-615)
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