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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION", 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2226 

H.P. 1610 House of Representatives, January 25, 1990 

Submitted by the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation 
pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 

Reference to the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

<j'~ (?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative SMALL of Bath. 
Cosponsored by Representative HOLT of Bath, Senator CAHILL of Sagadahoc 

and Senator CLARK of Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Military and Naval 
Children's Home. 



Be it enaded lOy the People of the State of Maine as fonlows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 34-lB MRS A §625J, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 503, §12, 
4 is repealed. 

6 Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §6253-A is enacted to read: 

8 §6253-A. Bath Children's Home 

10 .J_. __ C..I,li?:L.~m.in..i.~J;r.ativq;! __ Qt.:fic_q;!.r. The Gh.ief q,duJinistrative 
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officer of the Bath Children's Home shall be the director. 

~']]J.!L..Q.Q.fIlI.1:Li.£.S.,i..9J!~x_ghal~.th.. .. thIL.AQvic;;.L_Q.Lth\"! Board of 
Visitors, appoint and set the salary for the director. 

B. The director shall be appointed for an indefinite t.erm 
i!Qd shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner until a 
qualified successor is appointed. 

~p. orclgL.....t~i!U.~..Q~.PPpint;.mellt as the d.i.L~ctQ£~ 
person must have sufficient education and experience to 
9 .. QIDinister a facility providing services to children in need 
of treatment. 

2. Dutiq;!s of the director. The director shall: 

A. Be re~np-ible for t4e shelter, care ang relat~g 

§.§Sv.iJ;~Q.._9_:t all_p~tn;pns received into or receiving services 
from the Bath Children's Home: and 

B. Have direct supervision, management and control of the 
grounds, bui~ding~property, officers and employees of th~ 
Ba_th--.hhildren's Home, subject to the approval of the 

34 commissioner. 

36 3. PurP9se. The purQQse of the Bath Children's Home is to 
l?K.ovige shelter and Cgre for children of this State who are in 

38 need for one or more of the following reasons: 

40 A. Lack of appropriate alternative shelter and care; 

42 B. Potential or actual abuse and neglect; or 

41 C. Family crisis and upheaval. 

46 ~_. __ Y..~t~:r;:~~ .. ·_.pr~t.q;!,:-eI:U!~. Pr~f~renc~ __ Ln arun.i.l>sion to tp'~ 

JLat.hCJlildre.n's HOll.l.!Lm1!1LLJJ_IL..YJven to the childreI;l of veterans of 
48 t.hi..s_!it.ate who have served in wars in which the United States has 

been involved. 
50 

52 
~_. __ Equq~.J;.iQ~AL QL_YJ~~~ti9.naL..J;,.r§j..1!.ip-g.1?x.Qg.:r;:~.§ • Any G.l1il Q 

in residence at the Bath Children's Home who, upon reaching legal 
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gg~~s a participant in an educational or vocational training 
~ro9~~, the interruption or cessation of which will be caused by 
dis_h!Jlar,:g.!'! from the hOI!lg-L-m~, with the approval of the director, 
Y.9luntarily elect to remain in residence at the home until all or 
l?-;;\..Lt of the educational or vocational training program is 
completed. 

.~ .• __ ~oa.:t;".d._.J'-Lx.iJiJtQ.E:~~hg.+e is esJ:.abliJLh~_~!;3oard of 
Visitors for the Bath Children's Home to provide advice and 
direction to the d~rectQr·concer~ing the effective and efficient 
!!H~nagemeD-.t of the home in coordination with long-range missions 
and priorities of the bureau. 

A. The board shall consist of the following 9 members: 

1.1) A re...,Q.resentative from law enforcement or juvenile 
correctioIH~.L 

(2) A representative from the Bath community; 

i.l.~:rl~~9..t;l1~_g.ment.ary School principal 
comparable school official; 

or 

(4) A representative from an alcohol treatment center; 

(5f Three citizens from outside the Bath area: 

(6) A designee of a v.eterans' organization; and 

a 

1.7 ~Q.mLm~IJJPJ;! L.Q.l?P9i.p.t.§.!;L.from_t.lliLDI;!P-QLtJn_e_~ t 0 f Human 
Services, Division of Child and Family Services. 

B. The Comm!.§..sioper of HU!nQJ!.Jervi~~s shall app.oi~t th§. 
m~mper from the Qiyision of Child and Fami.ly Servic.f'!~nQ 

.till!~I]]m..is9i.QI1~L--Q_~~ntal Health ang. Metal Retardation 
shall appoint the rem~ining members of the board. 

C. Members shall be appointed for no longer than 3-year 
terms. 

I?_. _';Le....r_m§......Q.f_Jn~.1!1.PJ!....r.1Lro.JJ.9..t be st..Qgg.I;!Jeq in such a way that no 
more than 3 terms expire in anyone year. 

E. The board is responsible for: 

1..1) Assi9_tJ..n~i~~.!'!vEt;t9.l?!!lJ~J!.~L-E.9licies and 
progrruns regarding the operation of the home; 

.L4J __ MQnJto£ing._t.p.~l?_rogress made in reaching_anIl,.J,lal 
obiectives established by the director of the home; and 

i.JJ~n.tinuing oversight of the home, its p-rograms and 
policies. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 
4 

This bill changes the name of the Military and Naval 
6 Children's Home to the Bath Children's Home, clarifies the 

appointment and duties of the director, provides new membership 
fl to the Board of Visitors and repeals the reporting provision 

which presently requires annual review by the Joint Standing 
10 Committee on Audit and Program Review. 
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