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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION", 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2215 

H.P. 1603 House of Representatives, January 22, 1990 

Reported by Representative JOSEPH from the Joint Standing Committee on 
State and Local Government. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government 
suggested and printing ordered under Joint Rule 19. 

>t::I (?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Reform County Government. 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foUows: 
2 

PART A 
4 

Sec. A-I. 4 MRSA §1057, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 19S7, c. 339, 
6 §3, is amended to read: 

8 1. Fund es~ablished. There is Re~eby established a fund to 
be known as the Jail Operations Surcharge Fund. This fund sRall 

10 be is maintained by the Treasurer of State for the sole purpose 
of reimbursing counties for costs associated with operations of 

12 the jail system, with the remainder of the money accruing to the 
General Fund. 

14 
Sec. A-2. 30-A MRSA §1, sulb-§l, as enacted by PL 19S7, c. 737, 

16 Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 19S9, c. 6: c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§S and 10, is repealed. 

18 
Sec. A-3. 30-A MRSA §.8.., sulb-§2, as enacted by PL 19S7, c. 737, 

20 Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §'106 and as amended by PL 19S9, c. 6: c. 9, 
§2: and c. 104, Pt. C, §§S and 10, is amended to read: 

22 
2. Coun~y officers. "County officers" means the 

24 .commissioners, t~easu~e~r sheriff, ~e~iste~-~~-~ judge of 

26 

2S 

30 

probate and register of probate of a county. 

Sec. A-04. 30-A MRSA §1, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 19S7, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 19S9, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§S and io, is repealed. 

Sec. A-5. 30-A MRSA §2, sub-§l, as amended by PL 19S9, c. 6; 
32 c. 9, §2; as repealed and replaced by PL 19S9, c. 104, Pt. A, §1: 

as amended by PL 19S9, c. 104, Pt. C, §§S and 10; as repealed and 
34 replaced by PL 19S9, c. 476; and as amended by PL 19S9, c. 517, 

§l, is further amended to read: 
36 

1. County officers' salaries. Notwithstanding other 
3S sections of this chapter, counties that are not required to 

obtain legislative approval of their budgets under section 702, 
40 are not required to obtain legislative approval of the salaries 

of county officers under this section. The eeunty-€emm4ss4ene£s7 
42 t~easu~e~sT sheriffs, judges of probater and registers of probate 

anEl--r-eq-i-&t-e-r-s--ef.--fle-e-€1s in those counties whose budgets require 
44 legislative approval under section 702, sRall are entitled to 

receive annual salaries from the county treasury in weekly, 
46 biweekly or monthly payments, as follows: 

48 A. Androscoggin County: 19S9 

50 ~l}--bemmissiene~s 

52 
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'~') 
2 {-13}--Meml3ets ST±+~ 

4 {-6}--,;!;teasb1.tet ±9T469 

6 H} ill Sheriff 6ST848 

8 $25,848 

10 {-4} ill Judge of Probate 11,732 

12 {-9} ill Register of Probate 13,067 

11 {-9}--Re~is~et-eE-geeas 66T949 

16 B. Aroostook County: 1989 1990 1991 

18 {-l}--GemmissieRets 

20 {-a}--GaEtit $6Tggg $6Tggg $6T±9g 

22 {-13}--Meml3e:Fs 6Tggg 6Tggg 6T±9g 

24 {-6}--,;!;teasb1.tet 8Tggg 8Tggg 8T94g 

26 H} ill Sheriff 6gT8gg 6gT8gg 66 T49S 

28 $20,800 $20,800 $22,465 

30 {-4} ill Judge of Probate 10,210 10,210 11,550 

32 {-S} ill Register of Probate 16,560 16,560 17,885 

34 {-9}--Re~is~et-eE-geeas 

36 {-a}--Nqt~ae'tR 

JHs~tie~ ±eT68g ±9T68g n:"'s8s 
38 

{-l:J}--Se\;l~aeHI. 

40 .Qis~tie~ ±9r68g ±9T68g ±+Ts8s 

42 C. Franklin County: 1989 

44 {-l}--GemmissieRets 

46 {-a}--Gaait $4r899 

4B {-13}--Meml3ets' 4 T949 

50 {-6}--';!;teaSHtet 9T6gg 

0 
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fH i.ll Sheriff 6Srggg 
2 ,/ 

$26,000 ! 

4 

fH 1.f..l Judge of Probate 11,687 
6 

fH 1J.l Register of Probate 16,695 
8 

fs}--Re~is~et-e~-~eeas l+rSgS 
10 

D. Hancock County: 1989 
12 

fl}--Gemmissieaets 
14 

fa}--Gaah $-1r6l4 
16 

fb}--Membets Sr+~6 

18 
f6}--'±teas1:1.tet lSr6++ 

20 
fHD~ Sheriff 69 r §99 

22 
$29,500 

24, 

fH 1.f..l Judge of Probate 14,633 
26 

fH 1J.l Register of Probate 15,167 
28 ( 

fs}--Re~is~et-e~-~eeas lSr 6++ --

30 
E. Kennebec County: 1989 

32 
fl}--Gemmissieaets 

34 
fa}--Gaait $9rS§6 

36 
fb}--Membets sr 644 

38 
f6}--'±teas1:1.tet SrS 64 

40 

fH i.ll Sheriff 6+r§sQ 
42 

$27,560 
44 

fH .Lil Judge of Probate 15,201 
46 

fH 1J.l Register of Probate 19,491 
48 

fs}--Re~is~et-e~-~eeas 19 r 491 
50 

( 
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) F. Knox County: 1989 1990 1991 
2 

tl}--GemmissieaeFs 
4 

ta}--IHsI:Fiel:-l $4 r QQQ $4 r QQQ $4 r QQQ 

6 
tB}--IHsI:Fiel:-6 4 r QQQ 4 r QQQ 4 r QQQ 

8 
te}--IHsI:Fiel:- :iI 4 r QQQ 4 r QQQ 4 r QQQ 

10 
tEl}--GhaiF dQQ dQQ dQQ 

12 Elit:t:eFeal:ial 

14 t6}--'±FeasIHeF 18 r 9s4 

16 O} ill Sheriff 69 r 6SQ 

18 $29,250 

20 t4} ill Judge of Probate 12,000 16rQQQ 16 r QQQ 

22 $12,000 $12,000 

24 tet ill Register of· Probate 16,965 

26 te}--Re~isl:eF-ef-geeas 18 r 9s4 

28 G. Lincoln County: 1989 

30 tl}--GemmissieaeFs 

32 ta}--GaaiF $sr819 

34 tB}--MemBeFs srQQd 

36 t6}--'±FeasHFeF sr444 

30 O} ill Sheriff 6+r sQQ 

40 $27,500 

42 H} ill Judge of Probate 12,503 

44 t s } ill Register of Probate 15,750 

46 te}--Re~isl:eF-et:-geeE1s 19r 168 

48 H. Oxford County: 1989 

50 fl}--GemmissieaeFs 

(""" ,,-,J 52 fa}--GaaiF $srsn 
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2 {-.8}--Mem.8eFS 9 r G11 / 
", 

\ 
4 {-6}--'±FeasHFeF Ih111 

6 {-;H ill Sheriff 68 r GGG 

8 $28,000 

10 {-4} 1li Judge of Probate 13,988 

12 {-9} ill Register of Probate 16,089 

14 {-e}--Re~is~eF-eE-geeas 

16 {-a}--Eas~eFa-gis~Fie~ 1er961 

18 {-.8}--Wes~eFa-gis~Fie~ 1~rn9 

20 I. Penobscot Comity: 1989 

22 {-l}--GemmissieaeFs 

24 {-a}--GRah $IhGG8 

26 {-.8}--Mem.8eFS 1re44 

28 {-6}--'±FeasHFeF ~rn6 ( 
30 {-;H ill Sheriff ~lr916 

32 $31, 512 

34 {-4} 1li Judge of Probate 20,800 

36 {-§} ill Registe'r of Probate 21,320 

38 {-e}--Re~is~eF-eE-geeas 19 r 9g9 

40 J. Piscataquis County: 1989 

42 {-l}--GemmissieaeFs 

44 {-a}--GRaiF $h8g9 

46 {-.8}--Mem.8eFS 9 r Ggg 

48 {-6}--'±FeasRFeF §rlil§g 

50 {-;H ill Sheriff 61regg 

52 $21, 600 

( 
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2 t4} ill Judge of Probate 12,568 

4 tet ill Register of Probate 14,788 

6 t9}--Re~is~e~-eE-Peeas ±ST6S9 

8 K. Sagadahoc County: 1989 

10 t±}--GemmissieBeFs 

12 ta}--GRah: $4T4+8 

14 tl3}--Meml3eE's J T9±8 

16 t6}--'±'~easbl~e~ +T96+ 

18 tH ill Sheriff 68 T QQQ 

20 $28,000 

22 t4} ill Judge of Probate 14,052 

24 tet ill Register of Probate 15,352 

26 t9}--Re~is~e~-eE-Peeas ±9TJ86 

28 L. Somerset County: 1989 

30 tl}--GemmissieBe~s 

32 ta}--GRah: $4TB+ 

34 tl3}--Meml3e~s 4 TQs8 

36 t6}--'±'~easbl~e~ 9 T+s8 

38 tH ill Sheriff 68 TQQ4 

40 $28,004 

42 t4t ill Judge of Probate 15,773 

44 tet ill Register of Probate 16,635 

46 t9}--Re~is~e~-eE-Peeas ±+TQ89 

4B M. Washington County: 1989 

50 t±}--GemmissieBeE'S 

52 ta}--GRai~maB $4 T816 

C) 
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2 tb}--MembeJ;'s 4 T Qs± 

4 9 TQQQ 

6 STQQQ 

8 tH ill Sheriff 6+TQQQ 

10 $27,000 

12 ts} ~ Judge of Probate 14,526 

14 ts} ill Register of Probate 16,000 

16 ±hQQQ 

18 N. York County: 1989 

20 

22 ta}--GRah $4rsQQ 

24 4TSQQ 

26 ST6QQ 

20 tH ill Sheriff 68 T QQQ 

30 $28,000 

32 t4} ~ Judge of Probate 12,500 

34 ts} ill Register of Probate 20,000 

6Q T QQQ 

38 Sec. A-6. 30-A MIRSA §51, sub-§§l and 2, as enacted by PL 1987, 
c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 

40 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, are repealed and the 
following enacted in their place: 

42 
J._-__ C.91J1.PJ~!HLi!_t..ip.:n.. EaG.h COU1!_t-Y------Q.Q..I]).!Tlis..!Lione...Li~!JJ:.i_tL~to 

44 X~ceiye $75 for eaG~ee~_ing attended, and reimbursement for 
travel at the same rate established for state employees. 

46 
2 - .f...ull G_9~.P~P"~!l.~j.91! _ 'IJt~.amen_tJ3 auth9..1:i zeo.---in 

48 JL1.!Q.§ecti,9n 1 are in full cOllJpensation for all services of the 
£.Qmmissioners and for any expenses or their travel to and from 

50 the county seat except as provided in section 105. 
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10 

12 

14 

16 

1[\ 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

313 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 
/--

l) 

Sec. A-7. 30-A MRSA §61-A, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 220, 
§§l and 4, is repealed. 

Sec. A-S. 30-A MRSA §Sl, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; 
and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed. 

Sec. A-9. 30-A MRSA §S2, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; 
anel c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 

£82. County administrator 

1'.h~GQ1l1Lt~Q!1JI)1J:;;_s.J...9n~J;-9~~_Q.!;;.h_co~Jlty shall appropriate 
funds for the hiring of a county administrator. 

1. Ap'p_QJ,ntm..e.1!t;._9.p.a1i;fiJ;~~t.iQJ!~~he coun...~mmi s s ione r.:§. 

phc;J.~llOose the co\.m~JJ!ninistratqr solely on the basis of 
f!.1tf!J;!_qti ve and a.Q,tni.l!is tr<;Ll;;..i ve----9.1lalif,icat;.ions with 1:!peciQ,l. 
.r.e.fer.~:g,Q'!;! to aG!:;P£\~~ped.ence....-i~l.l--.9£_)mowl§",Q.glLS?J..~b.e dJJ.ti§JL~t 
the office as set forth in the policies established by the board 
of county commissioners and by law. 

.8.~~t.b.J?~.!m~Q.f_.9.,ppp.i.p_tmenJ;'L.....-t~<;!_Qvn ty C!Qm!I.:LiJ2....t.r.1:! t.Q£ 
!l.eed not be a reu?Jdent of the county, but while in office 
~)le county administrator mgy reside outside that county only 
with the approval of the county commissioners. 

~ .• ~_.G..plmt~9mi.I1ist£9,.t.Q.:r..-'119.Y __ J.lQ_Lh.QJ..Q.~p..Y.-Q.t:b.§.~e.J.§.G.t.iy§. 
or appointed county office, except as provided in this 
section. 

2. CQPlp~p.~&ti.Q.P..:_t~1J,llX:~_Q.f_Q.;ft"i~.§.;. __ :r.~oV~J~~Jll:ip~p.~iQn.,,
TI~<;!ouIlt.Y.-QQ.!!!.mt9sioners shall determine the compensation of th.§. 
5,!QJmty admini§trj'ltor. The county adnlinistrator shall hold office 
j;Qr an indefinite t..erm unless otherwise specified by contract ..... 
l.p the absence or dl1ring the disability of the couI!t.x 
adll!i.l~.istrator ,_t.he co~.:g,~!l)JII.issioners may appoint an official 
of the county to perform the duties of the administrator. 

~R~Qrnwis~~oner§. ma~emove or ~~§.Pf!pd the count.y administrator 
for cause in accordance with the following procedures. 

A~he comIT]J.ssi®§'[2-~_:Vall adopt a._preli.mi!!"9ry resolu1j,Q.:!1 
of removal or suspension, temporarily sus.I1.§.nd the coung 
gdministrator from dutL and appoint an acting administrator 
to serve in that capacity pending final disposition of the 
resolution. 

B. The cpmmissjoners shaJ,)--.file the preliminary resolutio_n 
in writing with the acting administrator stating the 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

20 

30 

32 

34 

.§pecific reasons for the Q.LQPosed removal. A copy of that 
1:eso~ution must be delivered to the administrator within 10 
days of filing. 

C. Wit.hin 
administrator 
hearing. 

20 days of 
may reply 

receiving 
in writing 

D. lIpon reque.~.t1:.1!.L...s;..QlJlmissioners 

hec!1:J._n.g at least 10 days but not more 
request is filed. 

the 
and 

resolution, the 
request a public 

shall hold a public 
than 30 days after the 

E. Aft!.'l_L-t.h~!..IJ.:ti~4earing or, if no reque1'1.t has b~e..n 

made, at the expiration of the time permitted, the 
commissioners may adopt or reject the resolution of removal. 

f. The sCll_ary of t.Oe administrator f!illY.-!.lot be affected 
until a final resolution of removal has been adopted. 

.l .. __ P~t.i~!?_. __ 1:'h.!L_G.PJJJLtL---.Qmnini§..tXQ.\;&r is the c)ligf 
.Q.Q,rn_inistrative official of the county anQ. is responsible for t.n§. 
administration of all departments and offices controlled by the 
county commissioners. The county administrator acts as the clerk 
of the countr~he count¥.....1L.dm-inistrator acts as purchpsing age!)...!;, 
for all departments and oftices of the county, although the 
county commissioners m~~uire that all purchases greater than 
a designated amount be submitted to sealed bid. The county 
aclrnjllistrator must at.tend all meetings of the G.oun.ty 
COIJlJ.U.1ssioners, except when the removal or suspension of the 
J!_Q.\!Pt~E.l.C]m.iId,:;;J;, __ r..9-_tor is being co:qsidereg., The coutl.ty 
.QdmjllJ.strator shall keep the county commissioners and the county 
~§.9islat.ive dele~gtjon info~med as to the financial condition of 
.t.D.J! county and shall collect all data necessary to prepare the 
budget • 

. 36 4. Dut;.j._~~~--.!!..!~rk.' When acting as clerk of the couIl~ 
tl.l.e coupty admini~trator shall record the actions of the county 

38 commissioners_. __ T~9JQmissioners shall examine these recor.ds 
.QnQ.~~n correc~.!"..!;,ill-them. The administrator shall enter 

40 _them into the per:.manent records of the county commissioners. 
When absent, the administrator may appoint a tempora~lerk to 

42 the commis.sioners, but the aclrninistrator is responsible for the 
actions of that clerk. 

44 

46 

48 

2~qties as trea,.!'LQrer. Unless th • .se,,--~c~oL!unty commissioners 
'§'P.Q9int a treE.l.9_urer under section 156, the county administrator 
~hall serve as treasurer. 
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10 
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14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

1,1,4 

46 

48 

50 

(~ 1\ 

Sec. A-lO. 30-A MRSA §101, sub-§6-A, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
561, §18, is amended to read: 

6-A. Adopt ethics policy. IB 8..Q9P.~ their discretion, 
!;,Re-e9QH-tY--€BmmJ.-s-s-iBfl€-£-6-may--at10p-t an ethics policy governing the 
conduct of elected and appointed county officialsTL 

Sec. A-II. 30-A MRS A §IOI, sub-§6-B is enacted to read: 

6-JI. ~p~()~Qw.ts,-"e<..:l"-,."--_""E!.!JmL,l;!p""l,-"o'-.ly:..-._c"'-"<.o-",u"-,n""s,,,e,-,,l=---,a,,,,-,,-s_-"n.."e,-,c..,e".,s"-,s",--",a-=-r..z.y_-,t,,-,,,-o 

represent the county; and 

Sec. A-12. 30-A MRSA §121, SUlb-§5 is enacted to read: 

2..~9..1lr~rQ.9.J;TIs. The Judicial Depart!!l~nt shal~eimburse 

eas::h county quarterly for the cost of providing courthouses as 
g.~.scr;i,D~in subsecUp_:Q.. L Qru:.§.gL9PP A, an.!L..tQL-.tl1e cost of 
.QXoviding space and egQ..l,,Pment for the office ot the clerk of 
courts as required by subsection 1, paragraph B, subparagraph (4). 

Sec. A-B. 30-A MRSA §151, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed. 

Sec. A-14. 30-A MRSA §151-A is enacted to read: 

§151-A. County administrator as treasurer 

~xcept as provided in section 156-A, the count~ 

.§.~jnjstrqt~r sh~ll serve as county treasurer and shall have the 
responsibility and authority of the office of treasurer under 
this Part. 

Sec. A-IS. 30-A MRSA §152, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pta C, §§8' and 10, is repealed. 

Sec. A-16. 30-A MRSA §153, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

§153_ Bond required 

9EEiee county 
j:ll~.~llJ;J!'!_1i 0 f 
the faithful 
commissioners 
on the bond. 

ac1minis.trator or the person appointed to per forIll 
county treasurer shall give bond to the county for 
discharge of duties in the sum ordered by the 
and with such sureties as they approve in writing 

Page 10-LR3558(1) 
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Sec. A-17. 30-A MRSA §154, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed and the following 

4 enacted in its place: 

6 §154. Salaries 

8 Ab~.1UltX-t.r~ql>urer L if <;iny, and t.he d§2JJJ;;,Y-..--.tIg.<;iJ~.ureL-q:re. 
'!;Lllj:.j.tled to receive salaries as approved by the county 

10 commissioners. 

12 Sec. A-JlS. 30-A MRSA §§155 and 156, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; 

14 c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, are repealed. 

16 Sec. A-19. 30-A MRSA §156-A is enacted to read: 

18 .§156-A. Appointed county treasurer 

20 .l.._J;oun.!;;Y_~I.!!nlissiQ~~J:.s· de_~.iP.ion. The county commissioners 
.tJ].ro~_g.h the budget process may decide to authorize the position 

22 of' county treasurer in lieu .of the county administrator serving 
as the county treasurer. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

2. TerJ!lJ. __ ~Qm:Q~~~~t...iQ.:ru~R.i!.!if.i,J!ations. The coun.ty 
cQmmissioners may appoint a treasurer to serve at their will and 
set the compensation for that office. The treasurer must be 
qualified in matters of l:!usines~ administration and finance. The 
.ill=mointed treasurer has all authority granted to treasurers under 
.this subchapter and is subject to all the requirements of this 
subchapter. 

Sec. A-20. 30-A MRSA §281, sub-§3 is enacted to read: 

~R~,iJM~u;:~~II!~x!'LJ~y __ ~e Stj!~e. The l\.t;:torney General shall 
36 _r:E;!iml,J_!J.:rJig......t.h~.......J!Q.J,mkL~!L_qJ.l,t3.J;J:.er:J..y for the actual cost of oper9-J;:ing 

.tb-e offices of the dist.rict attorneys authorized in this section 
38 and in section 282, subsectipn 4. This reimbursement must not 

exceed the amount approved in each. county budget for district 
40 attorney expenses. 

42 

44 

46 

Sec. A-2L 
1987, c. 737, 
1989, c. 6; c. 

30-A MRSA §2S2, sub-§§1 and 5, as enacted by PL 
Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 
9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, are repealed. 

Sec. A-22. 30-A MRSA §375 is enacted to read: 

48 §375. Qualifications for election or appointment 

50 

52 

~.Qya.UJiGatiQ~.!LJ:"~qu.i_r~~. A she r iff m1J_sJ:'_,~..Q..r.E2.-t.~.Ung 
Qf f i ce , me e t tl;t~.fi_li_f i"-,c=a",-t><=i",-o"",n""s,--r=-e=q-",u,-",i""r-"e,-"d"---",o~f,---""d-,,,e..t'p,-,,u,,-,t'-olY,---"s""h,-"e,-,r~i"-,f",-,f=-s,,,,--..... b,,-*-y 
section 381, subsections 1 and 2. 
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2 2. Perj...Q!i __ Q:f~~-y~~~ for newl~l-,~ct~~Q~PllQint.E1g 

§_~e~iff. Any person electE1d or appoi~ted to the office of 
4 shru:iff "l'lho does not meet the remuirements of subsection 1 is 

entitled to a period of 6 months after the election or 
6 appointment to meet those requirements. 

n 1. .. __ 1!9.tic~ .. to_~tt9+neY~~.Jleral. The counll-.J;:9mmissi.oneu~f 
.§..acll county, \·rithin 2 w.~eks_af.ter the election or appointment of 

10 a she:r.iff, shall exarRi.ne· t.he quali.fications of the sheriff to 
determine if the re.guirements of subsection 1 have been met and 

12 .I:.!'ll?ort those fiIl!;1,i.ngs to the Attor.ney General. The county 
..Q.QJ!lm.i.~Bi.Q.n..§]:~~hall ...LE!~~..Q!1!.ipe the quaJ.ltications of the sheriff 

14 and submit additional reports to the Attorney General: 

16 A. No later than 6 months following the election or 
i!ppointl1]~nt of a sheriff whose qualifications were found to 

18 be insufficient t.o meet the requirements of subsection 1 in 
the initial report;.; and 

20 
B. At any time on reguest of the Attorney General. 

22 
4. NQ..t..iJ~i.c_atj,.()JL....Q.f_.GQy.E1..:(J!.o.I:. The Attorney General shall 

24 LE!_yiew each report received from the county commissioners under 
B.1Jbsection 3 and determine whether or not the sheriff is 

26 faithful)..Y-J2er.form:j.ng._t.he duty imposed by q.!J..bsec.tion 1. In 
!!li~.k~this deter:mi,natio.n, the At;..torney General may also review 

28 ~t.h~r rE!levant inform~tion. Th~ Attorney General may initiate an 
investigation, upon suitable ca~se, to determine whether or not a 

30 .f!herif~;is faithfuJ,J.y_p.erJorming the duty imposed by subsection 
1. If the Attorney General determines that a sheriff is no.t. 

32 la.i,.t..hfully performi.!lg the duty imposed by subsection L the 
Attorney General shall report this finding in the form of a 

34 complaint to the Governor. The Governor shall initiate a hearing 
.!J.Qd~pe Constit.M~ion of Main~ticle IX, Section 10, to 

36 determine if the sheriff should be removed from office. 

38 ~':f~~sitim~~:r.oy.i~ion. Any person holding the office 
of sheriff on the effective date of this Act is considered 

40 elected on .that~?te for purgQses of this section. Any duties 
and requirements imposed by this section apply as if that person 

42 haP. been elected on that date. This subsection is repealed on 
June L 1992. 

44 
Sec. A~23. 30~A MRSA §705~ as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, 

46 Ft. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, 
§2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended by adding 

',in at the end a ne,., paragraph to read: 

50 A~gencY--Q1!ts iillL-tb.~ggulg~ COUI1.tL-g~p~Ltme_nt~tbat 

£~ceives a grant from a county to fund its activities shall file 
52 with the county treasurer an audited annual financial report for 
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4 

.t...o.JL....Year in wh~_~Jl--9'ra~t1LIlQ,~.Le received. Th!:l_comrni..§..§.j.on~§. 

.§lla.1l wi thho 1 d f ur thE;).=-r_-=f-"u",-n",d",s,,--~f!:..· I=-·",-OI,-"n,---",a,..n'-.ly,---,a~g",e"-n..."c.;x.y_-"t",-h..,a,,,t=-~l=-· s",--"-"n""o-"t~-"i,"",,,n 
compliance with this paragraph. 

Sec. A-24. 33 MRSA §601~ as amended by PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. 
6 B, §40, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

8 §601. Appointment of register 

10 1'he c_Q.!!pJ;:~Q!1l.!)1iss~!,:U.!..E;tf")'? of ElQ~QJID~hall ~PJ2gj,nt.........£ 

reg.ister of deeds who shall hold office for an indefinite term 
12 unless otherwise specified by contract. 

14 J._. _~~9.Yc;J,1:'_~YJm~.J;l~.i9;J;!-. __ 'J;'h~oJ!lmJ"§J?ioners_mq,Y.......J"_(;l_m<L"Il~Qr. 
.§.\!.!;ipend the regis ter of deeds for cause in accordance with the 

16 following procedures. 

18 A. The cQmmissioners shall adopt a prelimiJlary res.ollltion 
of removal or slJspension, temporarily suspend the register 

20 Qf deed~rom-!llJty and appoi.nt an aG.ting register of deeds 
to serve pending final disposition of the resolution. 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

4.0 

42 

!I_. __ I.h..(;l_G..Qromi.£.9).Q,ner_s sha;'U_fi.l!:L.the_p-:t"J;!.1_iminary_ re.t'i.Qlut.l,Q.1! 
in writing with the county administrator stating tqg 
§pecific reasons for the proposed removal. A copy of thJ3.,t. 
resolution In.ust be delivered to the register of deeds within 
10 days of filing. 

~itJ1in 20 d'll-tL.9f.J:.(;lJ;!_E;)iving . .t_he ~!l.lLQlutiQ~he register 
of deeds may reply in .writing and request a public hearing. 

~tIpg.!L....LEl.qy'gs t_L-th~QlJlmi s ~i.on~.s 
hearing at least 10 days but not more 
request is filed. 

shall hold a _l?~p.liQ 

than 30 days after the 

E. After tJJ.1L-ill!blic .l:tearing or, if no requ~§t.~_~§. __ l?.gEl.1! 
mad~t the expiration of the time permitted, the 
commissioners may adopt or reject the resolution of removal. 

f.._. _'J.'hEL.l?...9-Lg:(Y- of_t..tJ.e register of deeds ma,Y.....1lQ.t._pe affected 
until a final resolution of removal has been adopted. 

Sec. A-25. 33 MRSA §602, as amended by PL 1985, c. 614, §28, 
44 is repealed. 

46 Sec. A-26. 33 MRSA §664, as amended by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
C, §§74 and 106 and PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 

48 §§8 and 10, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 
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§604. Salaries 
2 

The regist..~£.-.9L<;l!;1.t;!sL1? of a county is entitled to receive an 
4 annual salary as determined by the county commissioners. 

6 Sec. A~27. 34~A MRSA §]210, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 
821, §18, is amended to read: 

8 
6. County Correctional nmprovement Account. The county 

10 commiss.ioners of each county shall establish the County 
Correctional Improvement Account for funds received from the 

12 State under this sectionT--wh-i-cll--&aa1-1-~le fun.ds must be used 
fur improving, maintaining and developing correctional programs, 

14 community-based correctional programs, standards compliance and 
cApital improvements for the support of prisoners in that county, 

16 j.ll~l udi.ng __ -p-.erson..Cl,L_...§...e]viQ!;1.{i.~ontractual services, commodi tie1?-L 
j:le:Q~x.yiJ;.§ __ a!l~ __ c_g.Q.ital outlay. Funds in this account 

18 unexpended at the end of the year Ele I!l~ not 1Rpse, but BRa;!,;!, 
ea~Fy must be carried forward into subsequent years. 

20 
Sec. A-28. 36 MRSA §4641-lB, 5th '1[, as amended by PL 1913 3, c. 

22 859, Pt. M, §10, is repealed and the following enacted in its 
place: 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

Ea~L£lill-iJ?_t.~pf d~§.91L...§hq~QIl or before the lOth day oJ~. 
§A~P month, pay to the State Tax Assessor an ~~Qunt, as 
determined by this paragraph, of the tax collected during the 
previous month. The regj.p~t;!r of deeds shall retain an amQunt of 
the tax collect!'!~t!t:fic.lent to reimburse the county for the 
N.;J.;;ual cost of 9Pt;!J"A.tidn ot_J;.:!:!!,!_~(fice of the registt;!r of t;1eeg.§. 
!1.\J..r iIJ..9--.t.h!'L..1?revious month' including overhead costs not to exceed 
l.Qq" of direct c01;Lts, less any in<;:ome from fees. In no event may 
J;.l.l.t;! register retain J,§..1?_s than 1,0q6 of the tax collected. The 
..9..Qt.lJ..9J~_1;it-9_L!:;J.w regi.§tJ!r of deeds is determ.ined b~e Sta_t.§. 
.{\.u_c.,U..t..OX ... ,.--lJ.ast;!_Lo..1L.]?X.Qjections from an audited financial statement 
f rom the previous year. . 

1991. 
1992. 

Sec. A-29. Efredive date. This Part takes effect January 1, 
Section A-5 of this Part is effective until January 1, 

42 PART lB 

44 Sec. lB-!. 30-A MRSA §2, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; 
c. 9, §2; as repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §1; 

46 as runended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10; as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1989, c. 476; and as amended by PL 1989, c. 517, 

48 §I, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

50 .J_. __ c..Q!m!;~Q.,I;_ti~e:u?._· _li..i}.Ja.ri~s. Th.~'periffs, judge1L-Q.f 
probate and registers of probate are entitled to receive annual 
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2 
salar.t.g§Jro.m_th.EL.cO!.ln.ty-~reasl).~n weekly, biweekly or monthly 
paBnents as provided in the county budget. 

4 Sec. B-2. 30-A MRSA §70H, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; 

6 c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to 
read: 

8 

2. Preparat:ion of estimates. In order to assess a count.y 
10 tax, the count.y commissioners, prior to November 1th l.st in each 

year, shall prepare estimates of the sums necessary to pay the 
12 expenses whieh t.hQ.t. have accrued or may p!\'eeaely accrue for the 

coming year, including the building and repairing·of jails, 
14 courthouses and appurtenances, with the debts owed by their 

counties. 
16 

The estimates must be drawn so as to authorize the appropriations 
18 to be made to each department or agency of the county government 

for the year. The estimates must provide specific amounts for 
20 personal services, contractual services , commodities, debt 

service and capital expenditures. 
22 

Sec. B-3. 30-A MRS A §701, sub-§§3 ami 4, as amended by PL 1989, 
24 c. 6; c. 9, §2; c. 23; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, are 

repealed. 
26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

Sec. B-4. 30-A MRSA §702, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; 
and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, i~ repealed. 

Sec. B-5. 30-A MRSA §702-A is enacted to read: 

§702-A. Final budget; filing 

The countL-.QQ!J1..!IL.t§siQll~t:r...s shall file a 
Q!.ldget and subseq!.lent amendments, on forms 
Department of Audit, with the State Auditor, 
them for 3 years. 

copy of the fin~l 

approved by the 
who shall retain 

Sec. :8-6. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. I, art. I-A is enacted to read: 

A:rJ:J..c:J.e l-~ 
COUNTY BUDGETS, GENERALLY 

§7ll. Purpose 

Ibj, ... s __ a.:r...t;J.~.r.~..PJ, !;I.C e s the p rev i 0 us s t CLt.1tJ:PJ:L-!]l.e ... thQ.!l..........Q.f 
48 .aJ?prgvi ... l1g COul1.t.Y.........J:;l!.ld.gets by t ... ran§..:Lerring authority from the 

LegJsla_t.ive dele.gation and the Legislature to a committee 
50 comprised of county citizens and municipal officials. This 
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14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

~'-) 
52 

.9Ltic~fillQ.L.:l~.s to aJ.L-Q..Q.\!:Q.tl,!:lS, including those that have 
previously adopted a budget committee in some form. 

§712. Definitions 

As used i.p this a,r.tJcl.~_L __ l,.mless tne context indicates 
otherwise, the following terms have the following meanings. 

J._. _~9]~n.tY- GQmm;i~sion~r..s. "CQJmtY_Q9lD.mJ-ssioners" means the 
county commissioners of the county in guestion. 

"Municipal officers" means the 
mayor, councilors or selectmen. 

§713. County budget comrni~tee 

I.u. each C_QJ.IJ.J.ty_t.llere is estg,V.lJshed a county budget 
~...Q!1!)J)i,ttee to carry out the purposes of this article. 

1.. H~.e.:r;:~A;i{~.. 'The buclg,!;!~ol11m_.i.tt_~e shall C9.J.lS .:lQ~L..J!. 
!!l.5!ml~_ers: 2 elected members and one appointed member from each 
..QQ.\!Jlty commissione.~-.!1:j.st_ri~_elected as provided for in this 
s;;_~ction. The county commissioners shall serve on the commi.t.t..ee 
.!.:!L an advisory capacity only. and may not vote on any committee 
matters. 

..s..tp!J:ing_j1L.l..9..~L4-L-aJ;:_ lea~L_QO days be:(ore t.h.~.I],!;1 of eY!'1,ry-i'i.§i:_al 
YJ;!ar, the .municip.~l officers. from each county commissioner 
district shall choose the elected members by the following 
procedure. 

S~h~Q1lJ?-ty~mmissioner.?_§.hall notl,t.:~...L-'!l1.!I.JJ..Q.j..Q9.l 
of.ficers in the county to caucus by county commissioner 
districts at 9 specified date, time and place for the 
PJ,lrpose of np.minating at least one municipal of..ticer fJ:..Qm 
eacl]._di~J:_rJ<;t as 'a c l'w.cli date for th~.1l.nt.z.-Q1l-,~!qet 
committee, eXQept-tpat in 1992 at least 2 municipal officers 
sl:lj:l..J,.~~---I!Q.IT1 . .i..nated from each qj.strict. The coun..ty 
commissioner shall serve as nonvoting moderator for that 
,!;1.i,.stricL..s_9,tl..9J.1s. Nomipations must be received frQ~p'g 

floor. A ITIl.mic.i,pal officer from a given district may vote 
for more th91L...Q.P.~ nominee to be placed on the written ballQ.\;:, 
for that district. The nominee rec~lvlng the most votes 
mM~~proved for placement on the ballot. Any other 
nominee who recElives~....9jority vote of those p_resent must 
P.lso be a~ved_for p~g,cElm~nt on the ballot. The names of 
those dv).Y--.QJ?proved must be recorded and forwarded to the 
county commissioners to be placed on a written ballot. 

~._. __ T.h~<;.9tm ~Q.mIJL.t.S s iQ).!~.LL-.§J1Q.LL-l!.Qy:~r l,_t t~.n 
p:rj..ntetL.wit.Lt]:l~ames of those caI],didatEl.s selected 
districts under paragraph A. Each commissioner 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

.£.lllL.~ires a S~ltcu;:p.te J;Lq..llot and eacJl ballot must s-l?.ecify each 
candidate's full llC!I.!H:! a.nd municipali.ty. The county 
commissioners sl}all distribute the appropriate ballots to 
each m~niciQ£~it~ithjn a commissioner district. The 
municipal of:Ei.!;;:ers s.hall vote as a board for one budget. 
committee member from the candidates on the ballot and 
ret].1rn the ballot ... _to the county commissioners by a certain 
date, excel?J:. that in 1.992, the municipal offi<;;ers shall vote 
gLiLl:!.Q.£IJLtor 2 budget cg.mm.j.ttee JIl.§.roD.§.rS. The ballots mlJ.9.t. 
be cQllitt.ed at a· regular meJ;:!ting of the county 
cQ.ID.!!I.is.sioners. Each vote must be weighted according .. _.t.~..llilt 
IT)unicipaljJ:;~..J?Q.P.l!..lation as a proportion of the district's 
t..otal .p.9..Q1l1at;J_Q.~!;;lxcept that a municipality may not have 
more t;.l}an Q~!;JLtdg§..t cOlJlmi ttee member. The county 
commissioners s11q.).l notify each municipality, in writing, of 
the results of the election and certify the results to the 
Secretary of State. 

.E_g,<;;ll~lJJltY..-QQml)1is..§J_QP'§L-§.hgl.L.Qp2Qint one mem!;Ulr of_J;:,.l}JL.gengr.al 
20 p.llblic to serve on the' budget committee from that commissioner's 

district. 
22 

~I2J.!tj,!;ts. The county budg~J: committee shall review the 
24 1;:H!~lgJlt estimates 'p"repared by the county commissioners and approve 

a final county budget. 
26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

3. TE;t:gn--9L......9_~.~iG.~~1J.~erm of office for the el§Q..teQ 
me..m.p.§..t:.s shalLJ2~~.rs beginn,ing on October 1st, provided .t1.ti'!.t. 
.Q.--...luJ.9....9.§.~Oml!Li ttetL-membE;!r remains a municipal officer in that 
pfficer's mu~icipality( except that of those elected in 1992, one 
i.rQm each dist~iGJ: must be· elected for a term of one year and one 
Lrom each t:;}istrict must be elected for a term of 2 years. The 
.!:.~U;:,rn---.9~Lfic~-.f9.~tJ~q..pl?ointed members shall be 2 years 
.R§.9..inning on October 1st in odd-numbered years, provided that a 
Q~gg~t committ.~e !1J§!!Iper remains a resident of the county. Those 
appointed in 1992 must be 'appointed for a term of one year. 

3 8 ~~~cancig!?~ vaQ.ancy occurr ip...9 in an elec ted pos i tio_:Q 
g.P the budget committee must be filled by the committee for the 

40 balance of the unexpired term. The person appointed to fill the 
vacant office must be a municipal officer from the same 

42 ID.llnicipali ty as the person vacating_the office. A vacancy in an 
appointed position must be filled by appointment by the 

44 cQmmissioner for that district for the balance of the unexpired 
term. 

46 

~~~~~s~~~lD.per~Qq.ll serve ~ithoyt compensq.~ion, but 
40 are ent~.!:.led to :r;:ei.mbur::;ement from the county treasury for 

expenses lawfully incurred in the performance of their duties. 
50 
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§714. Budget committee organization 

TIlILJ2.\!g9~.t .. ~O)Tt1:fl..itJ.~~.ha.U~9nd uc_t __ jJ~.L.!)')J;!gt;;.,iJ!9'L.irLJll!.l) 1 i cat 
..t.h.L.gount~.r-.t.l!.9J·Hil=L __ Qx_otl!.e.~..9.l1VE~J1ient PL!.plic bJLilcling. T1H~ 

cO~LLl~ommissio_!le.UL.....§.l).j~,),.l direct J~.he county acb:ninistrator to 
J~.911~lL __ Q.rganh;ational meeting of the budgeL£gl!)mi ttee no later 
than 60 Clays before 1:,he e.l1d o.f the county' s fiscal year. The 
..G9Jd.ll.~1]mi..§.§io.n.E:!..D>_lihall provide t.b..!L~omm.ittee with necessary 
clerical assist?nce, office exp~nses and suitable meeting space, 
as w.E~ll as access to CouR~.les and information. The budget 
committee shall adopt its own rules, procedures and bylaws. 

5715. Budget procedures 

J . P rop.Q.s eCl.p.y9.get.~h..!L..Q.Q 1,l..PJ;;Y.--..Q.Q!IlI!l.Ls s i Q.llJU: ~_l!.9.ll.........$.. \!.l)JT1_i.-t 
an i temized bL!c1get estimate, as described in section 701, to t.he 
Qldgg.e.L-coml!l.iJ;:.J;.e~._.!n a time~ashion, no later than 60 days 
before the end of the county's fiscal year. 

2 • :!J.Q,I=!gl'!t~~yiew prl;J.~.e!?l:!. __ • ___ 'I:P.!L.........lLld.c;:19~j:._~QID.mi tt.~$..h9..1I 
.IJl..yjew the .,P.LQPQ.s.~.c;l.--..it§!1Jipecl budget prepared by tbe count;;.y 
.Qpmmililiioners, together with any supplementary materi~repared 
lJ.X--.l;;he head of each COldA.!:.y department or provided by any 
lQdepJ!..n4.!;!nt bQaJ;'c1 or institution or another governmental agency. 
1J1e budg.li!.t cOl!lmit.tee .!D.By_!.ncrease, decrease, alter or revise the 
proposed budget, p~ovided that: 

A. The :Qilll9...et commit.t.E:!.!L..l?hall enter into i..t.li......l!!inut_e~I.l 

expl£l..natioJLLQL..£ll-Y chan~!L.t.bJL.....~§.timgj:.ed expendttures and 
revenues as initially presented by the county commissioners; 
and 

B. The total e s tim.9J;,gs:1 revenue G~oge the r w..!.tlL the amoJJ.JJ...t 
of couuty tax to be levied, must equal the total estimated 
expenditures. 

3. PuPli~l!e5!I7i!!-g. The budgg~Q.mrni t..teJL...§.hA~tlO.L<L.....g 

J2J!blic ~earin9-j.1L.....t~e county on ~roposed budggt before the 
.!;!nd of the county~_§_tj._GcaLy'~gr and before the final adoption of 
.tll.!L.bud9...et. At least 10 days before the hearingL....J!Q..tj,ce mu$..t....J2.~ 

gJyev.......i...n a .... ...l1ewsJLgper o.~eral circulation wi thin the coun.ty ..... 
WrLtt~n notice and a copy of the proposed budget must be sent by 
.IJl..9Js tered or cer:.tifie.g __ JIL<;iil wl,.th return receipt request.ed, or 
g~.li'yered in persgn wit!L.proof received of the deliyery, to the 
.clerk of each._!J1uI).icipJ!.li ty in the cQJ!pty. The municipal clerk 
shall notify the municipal officers of the proposed budget. 

cOITIP.leted, the budg.e_Ls.Qnu1Ji t1;..ee may further increase, decrease, 
BIter and revise th~--PX.QPosed itemized budget. subject to the 
conditions and restrictions imposed in subsection 2. The proposed 
itemized budget must be finally adopted by a majority vote of the 
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2 

4 

6 

h.mlget comlJ.li.ttee at a duly called meeting not later than the end 
or the county's fiscal year. The qQProved bu~et is~finql. 
.§.JJ.J;;horization for the assessment of county taxes. The budget 
ll1!.st be sent to the cpunty commissioners and the coun~ax 
authorized must be apportioned and collected in accordance with 
section 706. 

8 ~~!J.tJtJ;jJn_b_udqgt. I.L..the b\!clg§!t i~Q~prov~g~fQJ"'§' 
the start of a fiscal yearL-1!.ntil a budget is finally adopted the 

10 i!J2l,Jnty shall operate on all interim budget that may not exceed 90 Qb 

of the previous year's budget. 
12 

Q_. __ :r:r_!m..I;!!.er __ o~UJ!9.s_. __ 1;'he county commissioners may 
14 transfer funds as provided in section 922. 

16§716. Budget amendments 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

The a.QJllQY§!L.lJuJJ9gt must govern the expgnditJJ.res of tpe 
COuJl~uring the fiscal year. Expenses may not be incurred in 
excess of those shown "in the approved budg~t, but the budge.t mgy 
pe revise9 frQ.!IL...ti!t:LlL_tpjime .~he preparation and submission of 
~p'roposed amended budget by the county commissioners to the 
budget committee. Except in emergencies, the budget committee 
lLl;1.all render a decJsion on any revised budget not less than IS 
calendar days nor more than 30 days after it is submitted to the 
committee. An approved revised budget must be t~ansmitted to the 
State Auditor within IS days of the budget committee's action. 

Sec. B"7. 30"A MRSA c. 3, suiO"c. I, art. 2, 3-A, 4, 6, 7 and 8, as 
30 amended, are repealed. 

:l2 Sec. U-8. 30-A MRSA §B53, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
A, §2 and Pt. c, §106 and as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; 

34 and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed. 

36 

38 

40 

Sec. lB-9. Effective dat'e. 
1992. 

This Part takes effect January 1, 

PART C 

Sec. C"l. Unorganized Territory; review. The Joint Standing 
42 Committee on State and Local Government shall review the 

governance of the unorganized territories by the counties to 
44 determine its efficiency, effectiveness and uniformity. The 

Office of Fiscal and Program Review shall provide staff 
46 assistance for the review. The committee shall report the 

findings of the review together with its recommendations, 
48 including any proposed legislation, to the Second Regular Session 

of the 11Sth Legislature by January IS, 1992. 
SO 

52 
Sec.C"2. Emergency planning; review. The 

Management Agency shall review the regional 
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emergency management progrRJlls within the State including stat.e, 
county and municipal programs. The review must focus 
particularly on the coordination among these different levels of 
goverrunent, and determine whether there is a continued need for 
involvement of mUltimunicipal regional units and if so, whether 
the counties are the best choice for that function. The agency 
shall report its findings and recommendations to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
state and local goverrunent matters by January 1, 1991. 

PARTD 

Sec.D-!. 4MRSA§1057,sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 339, 
§3, is amended to read: 

1. Fund established. There is heFeby established a fund to 
be known as the Jail Operations Surcharge Fund. '±his The 
l'reasurer of State sh!3-ll maintain this fund shall--be--rna-in-t.-a-ined
by--t·h-e--'±FeasHFeF---o-E--8tate for the sole purpose of FeimbHFSiflEj 
eeHflties-'£·EH: paying co·sts associated with operations of the jail 
system. 

Sec. D-2. 4 MRSA §1057, suib-§3-A is enacted to read: 

l=A_.--R.~jJ!!!mrl?ggl_e:qt_.tQ. __ coJmI;,;i~.s:~.!!ar:!;erly, the T:r;:gj~~J!~!=!r 

.9.~s.J;;§'..!;.JL1ill9.;Ll_lJ.lak.~g..YI.!!ents from this fund t;o each county in 
s1i.rect prQQ.Q.J"tig.n to tJ]e amount of revenue obtained from all 
gO_tp;:.I.:13 within that.~oun..ty. These qUi;lr.terly payment_(? must be 
Jncl.!l.Qed i!L-th.t! __ t,gtaJ--I@YfOeI!.t(? made pursuant to Title 30-A, 
s;Jlapter 3, subchapter II, article 5. 

Sec. D-3. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. II, art. 5 is enacted to read: 

l\;r:t;.i~.lJL5 
COU~rY ~ORRECTIONAL ACCOUNT 

5971. Definitions 

h.~§,,§,Q_.i,n_.thi~.r.tJcle, unl..e§...s-tl:l~Gon.!:ext j,ndicates 
otherwise, the following terms have the following meanings. 

1. Correc;tional p;J;"J;J~9.Ills. "Cprrectional progrBJlls" m~ans 

.!;.1Je delivery of corre);:t;ional se.rvices by or for the G.ounty, 
j.nc_J,J.l.<;U.lliL-~1,.1L-n.QL-U,!ILiJ.ed to, .preventive or diversionary 
cor rectional prograIl]s r prelr ial release or condi tional release 
P:L9g.raIl1.§.J alj:.ernqt..ive genJ~_enci..!J.9-...I'J"_QgJ·ams, residential treatment 
.2.!1d halhray house .J.?rqg.r..Q.l]!~mmunity correctional centers and 
_t.eITJP.o_rar..Y.-rel..§..i;l..§..§.......ll.L9...9,LqITlS frS>..!!LE. faciJ...itLIgr the deten..t.iQ!L_or 
5;.Q]1.Ci.ng!:nJ:U1.t of persons convicted of crime or adjudicated 
delinquents. 
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2. St~Q.ltrd.~9_mpJJ_oowe. "Standards compliance" means 
2 gRmpliance with the standards, under Title 34-A, section 1208, 

for jail and holding facilities and short-term detention areas. 
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~.JlP.!lQ!J;:-2.f._p~r..:!i,-,s!.lo"-,n",e",-",-r ... s,-".,--_"""S-,,u'J;p'-J:p,,-,o,,-,r=-t-,=--"o!-,f=--.J;:p""r~i:.>s"-,o",n""",-e;.r-",s,-"--,m"","""e-",a",n",,s,---,=t,,-,h,,,,-e 

following line items: 

A. Personal services; 

B. Contractual services: 

(1) Professional fees and services: 

(a) Medical, dental and psychological; 

JpJ_I: :Q.-::.h_q-'!..SJ;1~K.HLc_t_.LQJH!1_-P..LQ9LqJI1_s-..ill.ld c Q!11!11.u :Q.iJ;y 
correctional programs as defined in this section; 

(c) Board of prisoners; and 

(d) Insurance; 

(2) Prisoner transportation: 

(a) Gas and oil; and 

(b) Auto repairs; 

(3) Utilities: 

(al Electricity; 

(b) Gas; 

(c) Sewage and water; 

(d) Telephone; and 

(el Rubbish removal; 

(4) Rentals; 

(5) Repairs and maintenance; 

(6) General operating expenses: 

(al Postage; and 

~Printing; and 
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~,-) 

(7) Other: 

(a) Staff training and education: 

C. Commodities: 

(l) Food...L 

(2) Fuel; and 

1-3 ) Supplies-1,. 

(a) Cleaninm 

(b) Institutional; and 

(c) Office; 

D. Capital expenditures: 

(1) Eguipment: 

(a) Furniture and fixtures; and 

(b) Vehicles; and 

(2) Buildings; and 

E. Capital expenditures, ieplacement: 

(1) Eguipment: 

(a) Furniture and fixtures; and 

(b) Vehicles. 

§972. County Correctional Account 

The couJJtY--<;!9_mmiJ2JLionJ'lrs of each county s_hal~stabli~.j:he 
.c_Q:!J..nty Correcti.onal Account for funds received from the State 
.1mder this section, which must be used for operating costs for 
the county jaUE~_cluding su£port of pr.i,sone_Ilu __ improving,_ 
maintaining and develqping correctional programs; community based 
correctional p£QYxamG; standards compliance; and capital 
improvements. Funds in this account unexpended at the end of the 
Y!'lar may not lapse, but must be carried forward to subseguent 
:tears. 

§973. Reimbursement 

J.~h,.EL~t..9,.t.!L_C'pIl,tLq.+'J.eL-l'_h..CLll.J:.~i.lJlp.:!J..r._qe_~9!;!J:t coun.t.Y--9ua..rte.rJ.Y 
for the actual cost of operating the county jails. The 

Page 22-LR3558(1) 



2 

4 

6 

o 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

X.!':l_i!JlQ1~.:r.),"'§!TI!LnJ;_i~9_k.J;.P exceed the amount approved in each county 
bllQget for that elrpense. 

Sec. D-4. 34-A MRSA §Jl210, as amended by PL 1989, c. 127, 
§§l and 2, is repealed. 

Sec. D-5. 34-A MRSA §1212 is enacted to read: 

§1212. Community correcti9ns assistance 

1. D~t~~i.tjon~. As used in 
cQn.t:,ext indicates otherwise, the 
following meanings. 

t:,.h,i§......J .. !':lct,ip_p'-', __ u""n ... lg~tJ}§. 
following terms have the 

A. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Corrections. 

B. '~C:_QIJJJ!l.unU~orrections" m,!:!ans tjJ.e delivery of 
correctional services by or· for the county, including~..t 

not limited to, preventive or diversion9ry correctional 
Jl£Q9,eam§J pretrial release or conditional release programs, 
alternati_y'~entencing prog.rams, residential treatment anJd 
halfway house programs, community correctional centers and 
temporary release px.ggrams from a facility for the detention 
Q~9nfin~ment of persons convicted of crime or adjudicated 
delinc.{uents. 

C. "Standards compliance" means compliance with th§. 
ptandar£,1s, un!!.er sect-jon 1208, for jail and holding 
facilities and short-term detention areas. 

2. Techni~al as~ist<m!;!J!. The commissioner shall p!,ovide 
32 .t..ecl},nical as::;istance to counties and county advisory groups to 

aid them in t-.b.JL..-P.lanI)..i.!1...9.......-.£,nd development of correc.tional 
34 J?rogrqms..L..........:.ill~luding community-based correctional programs and 

standards compliance. 
36 

Sec. D-6. Effective date. This Part takes effect July 1, 1991. 
30 

40 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

1!2 

This bill is the unanimous report of the study on county 
44 government conducted by a subcommittee of the Joint Standing 

Committee on State and Local Government during the interim of 
46 1989, as authorized by the Legislative Council. Additional views 

supported by a minority of the study subcommittee are presented 
48 in separate legislation. 
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In Part A, this bill: 

1. Expands the permissible uses of the reimbursement the 
counties receive from the State for housing prisoners to include 
operating costs of the county jails; 

2. Corrects the contradictory language in the Jail 
Surcharge Fund laws to conform to current practice; 

3. Requires all counties to have 3 county commissioners; 

4. Reqllires all countIes to have a county administrator. 
Under existing law, the count.y administrator also carries out the 
statutory duties of the clerk; 

5. Authorizes the county administrator to serve also as 
county treasurer; if the county desires a separate treasurer, 
that person must be appointed; 

6. Requires appointment of register of deeds; 

7. As a minimt~ measure, allows register of deeds to retain 
an amount of revenue generated by that office sufficient to 
support the expenditures of that office, including overhead; 

8. Requires organizat.ions receiving program grants from the 
county to submit an annual financial report to the county; 

9. Transfers t.he operating costs of the district attorneys' 
offices to the State; 

10. Requ.ires the Judicial Department to assume the full 
cost of the courtrooms of the Superior Court and District Court; 
and 

11. Requires the sheriffs to meet the same qualifications 
for office as deputies. There is a proposed Constitutional 
Resolution to implement this provision. 

Part 8 requires all counties to establish an autonomous 
county budget process by January 1, 1992. That process requires 
submission of a county budget, prepared by the commissioners, for 
final approval by a majority of the county budget committee. The 
county budget committee will consist of 9 members, 3 from each 
commissioner district. From each district, 2 of the members will 
be municipal officers elected by the municipal officers and the 
3rc1 will be a member of the general public appointed by the 
commissioner from that district. 
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In Part C, this bill: 

1. Requires a one-time review of the governance of the 
unorganized territory to determine its efficiency, effectiveness 
and uniformity to be conducted by the Joint Standing Committee on 
State and Local Government, with support from the Office of 
Fiscal and Program Review; and 

2. Requires that the 
review the regional structure 
and report by January 1, 1991. 

Maine Emergency Management Agency 
of the emergency management program 

Part D provides for state reimbursement for all county jail 
14 costs, keeping jail employees on the county payroll. 
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