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114th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2201 

H.P. 1589 House of Representatives, January 18, 1990 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Reference to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources suggested and 
ordered printed. 

?d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative ADAMS of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Speaker MARTIN of Eagle Lake, Representative WEBSTER of 

Cape Elizabeth and Senator PERKINS of Hancock. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Create the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund. 



Be it enacte<lliby the People of the State of Maine as foDlows: 
2 

38 MRS A c. 22 is enacted to read: 
4 

CHAPTER 22 
6 

MAINE COAST ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST FUND 
8 

§1951. Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund 
10 

1. Creatl...Qp_QJ trust fund. There is created an.Q 
12 .§§ .. tablished the Maine CQast Environmental Trust Fund. As used. in 

this Q...QAp1.er, the term "trust" means the Maine Coast 
14 Envirorunental Trust Fund. 

16 ~_. __ S_Ql.l~c:;.g.L..tQ~._t.Xy,.~~.~ne-Y--Q...1;>tgined from the .foL+_Ql<!J,llg 
sources must be paid to the Treasurer of State for the benefit of 

18 the t_rust: 

20 l\~Lt .. ~J~fill1leqJ:s aqd donations to the trust from private 
individuals or corporations desiring to protect and improve 

22 _the marine environment through ap1?lied research: 

24 B. Grants to the trust from private or puplic foundationli 
desiring to protect and improve the marine environment 

26 through applied research: 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

3!J 

40 

42 

44 

46 

C. Ei};Lhty percent of any fines and penalties assessed and 
collected by the Sta·te against public agencies, 
gpr20rations, partnerships or individuals for violations of 
enviropm~ntal laws or re.gulation;;; pertaining to the use of 
Q~ discharge into Maine's riverine, estuarine and marine 
ecosystems: 

D... Funds 
te.xms of 
Q9fLnG.!_e s , 
violations 

stJJ2_I!J9_te<l_for 4~osit in tl]e trust as part of. tl1e 
settlemellt of legal actions aggJ.n.~ublic 

corporations, partnerships or individuals for 
of envirorunental laws or regulations: 

.E; .• __ f.l!:g.(l~p ... LJ.!=.§.~.ctrcl:L..J;Lursuant to the federal Oil Spill 
Liability Trust Fund; 

f_. __ Bev.§.1]..J,l~t.hat may be from time to time realized through 
public bonding; and 

G. Federal grants and loans. 

48 3. Administrat.ion of the trust. The trust is administered 

50 

52 

as follows. 

A. The tru ... st is adminj,.ptered t>-Y......J;M Marine RelifLB.!:ch Board 
and 4 additional members. The membership of the trust 
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board shall inclu..Q.1'! on!'l_re!1.Lesentative from the scient;ific 
community, one representative from the marine resource 
indusID-' 2 reprj:lsentat.lses from 2 di.fferent nonproti.t 
environmental organizations and. the 13 members of the Marine 
E.esearch Boarg. A quorum consists of 9 members, which shall 
include 7 appointed members. The board is responsible for 
overseeing the management and use of the trust. The 
gppointmep~.term~~ffipensation, rules and staff are 
governed ily Title 5, section 13127, subsections 3, 4, 5, 7 
and 8. 

fL. __ 1Lp)~J?s· othe.r.wis~ specified by the source of a 
contribution to the trust, 50c

", of a contribution to tDe 
tr~st __ mu~t be d~Q~ited in a principal account and 
!!!.s0.ntain~.!L.::f!.§ a permanent endowment. The income earned on 
i.Yndf?-.ileld i,ILj,;his account, combined with the re.maining 50c

", 

ofJun(l~ conJ~ribut1'!d to the trust, must be deRosi.ted in an 
operating account and made available for disbursement as 
grants to accomplish the purposes of this legislation and as 
expenditures for purposes of administering the trust. 

c. The fol.lowing. organizations are qualified to receive 
grants from the trust: 

(1) Public and private institutions of higher learningL 

(2) Nonprofit environmental organizations; and 

(3) Nonprofit scient{fic organizations. 

J'J....§!..!~rence !JlJ)'..9~e given to organizations located and 
operated in the StaLe L 

!L._E.Q.L_~~_ch fund~n...R..PJ:!r~o~n.~_a,vailable for award must 
be seg.IT9-ated and allocated as follows. 

(1) P.riI!.cipal, or interest earned fro!!!.....J?J"incipaL with 
~cial inst.ruc~iQns from contrillJltors must be awarded 
in accordance with their instructions. 

(2) Princ~~~Q~ interest ~arned from--p~incipal, 

·resulting from fines and penalties assessed and 
cQJlecte~ __ tDe State or citizen lawsuit~gainst 

public agencies, corporations, partnerships or 
indiviq~pls for violation of environmental laws or 
regulations pertaining to the use of or discharge into 
.thgJtJ3.te's river,i,ne, estuaripe 9-nd marine ecosystems...L 
IDJJ.st be aW<;l.rded with~ference for research or habitat 
.i!Jlp'rovemellt first i.p the bioregion of the pollution 
source and then in other bioregions. 
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Preferential allocation of funds will be sl!t>jeGL-t.Q 
determination by the board that proposals submitted are 
~su[ficiE;!nt quality, purpose and _scope to j.usJ:j.n 
regiong) use of the funds. Otherwise, funds may be 
allocated to proposals solely on the basis of proposal 
guality and demonstrated ability to implement the 
propos~ 

D_~ll other funds may be awarded accordi.l!!L-to the 
discretion of the board in accordance with the purpose 
of the trust, which is to protect and improve the 
ill!..<;LlJt.Y-~J:.pe State's marine ~nvirQnment lJY-Q..rovidJ.D.9: 
grants t.~ualifyin~ganizations for activities that 
will advance applied s~ientific research concerning the 
nature, magnitude and effect of poll~tion of the 
State's estuarine and near-shore marine envirQnment anQ 
the .l!)eans_to abatlL .. J?_ollution or ~_reserve and enhance 
estuarine and near-shore marine habitats. 

E. In carrying out the award of grants, the board shall: 

DJ_.~.Leparg_and ill;1Jll"ove cr:i ter.i.~ ... procedure, format 
and schedule for grant applications and review: 

12) i\sstl,re 
g.Lantees of 
Nocedures by 
reviewed: 

widespread awareness QITlong pgtential 
the availability of grant funQ~nd 

which grant applications are accepted and 

11) __ R.~!l.lJjS..i!.-:....J:h.g.t-~r:9-nt PLOPQ..s_9-_+~~RlJIit;:t;.§g_i.n 
writing and~ovide a clear and ad~ate description of 
tbe obj.!,!ctive.s_!'mq~.nedule of activities and the uses 
to which grant funds would be applied: 

.L4) Require th9-J:~c~grante~ente~nt~j;g;;_Qnii.hl~_ 

a~!!rances regardipg the application and accounting of 
grant funds received: 

.f.5J-.-.!2t;;lJ:..§.rJl1ine a_r:.!,!asonable process and schedule for 
disbursement of funds: and 

Conduct a periodic progress review of projects in 
progress. 

Qn..ly'-!;.he board may determine the size and form of grant 
amounts. 

K-' __ 8.J,.L....m.(u).§y_in.-.-t.D..§!_tJ;·JJ§~no~immed.i,.ftt.~...1.L-I..§9JJ.i.!."eQ __ .. fo..£ 
Qg.YIjl"§lL~rsuant to the provi.sions of this chaptJlr, must be 
invest.!,!d by the Treasurer of State as authorized ~tle 5 ..... 
section 138, except that the securities in which the trust 
money is invested must remain part of the trust until 
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chs,!ill..ed for other securities and the income from all 
i nve_ILt.1I! e n t s m u s t r em a~l:' ""n~_a"'---Ip"",a~r-",t,--...;o~f __ t""h",-",e,-----"t.6r-"u,-"s,-,t"----,u""n,,,l=-e,,-,,,s-,,-s 
prohibited by federal law. 

4. Report:, amendment and revocation of t;.he t,rust. The 
board shall file a report, and may amend or revoke the trust as 
follows. 

~rhe bQ..arg. shall report to the Le.gi..sl!'Lt_ure on a biennial 
basis concerning the activities of the trust. 

B. In the event ~he board determinea that the provisions of 
the trust should be amended, the board shall make 
.f!P]2.!:.9.Q!:Jatj:1 recommendations to the Legislature in its 
biennial report. 

~he boS,L~~gy recommend that the trust be revoked in i~& 
!!,ienIl.L<;tl report if revocation is determiued to be 
.9Q,Qropr iate bY-J!..nanimous vote of the board. In the event 
.t.h~JJ.e Legj,§.lat_ure revokes U~e trust, the t.;t:'ust wiJ""'--1::!e 
.t..ermj.nated and principal and ope:.;:ating funds will be 
1\isbursed in a manner consistent with the purpose of the 
trust. 

26 STATEMENT OF FACT 

28 This bill creates the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund. 
The trust fund will be administered by an independent board which 

30 will receive funds from a variety of sources, including gifts, 
foundation grants and environmental fines. These funds will be 

32 used to make grants to public and nonprofit agencies to advance 
environmental protection efforts through applied scientific 

34 research concerning the nature, magnitude and effects of 
pollution of the State' s es tuarine and near-shore marine 

36 environments and the means to abate pollution or to preserve and 
enhance estuarine and near-shore marine habitats. 
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