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L.D. 2201

(Filing No. H-g811)

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/;” to H.P. 1589, L.b. 2201, Bill, "An
Act to Create the Maine Coast Environmental Trust Fund”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

‘Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §13127, first §, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 529,

§2, is amended to read:

The Marine Research Board, as established in chapter 379,
referred to in this seetien-and-sections--13138--and-13139 chapter
as "the board," shall carry out the purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 2. 5§ MRSA §13127, sub-§§2, 4 and 6, as enacted by PL 1989,

c. 529, §2, are amended to read:

2. Composition. The board shalli-be is composed of 13 15
members. The membership shall----include includes one
representative of the University of Maine System, one
representative of the Association for Research in the Gulf of
Maine, eone---representative 2 representatives of nonprofit
environmental organizations, one representative of independent
higher education institutions, 2 representatives of the
scientific community, amrd 2 representatives of marine resource

industries n ubli m r. The Commissioner of
Environmental Protection, the Cemmissioner---o0f---Conservatien
Director of the Maine Geological Survey., the Commissioner of

Marine Resources, the Director of the State Planning Office and
the director of the sea grant college program shall serve as ex

officio members. The ex officio members may appoint designees to
fulfill their duties under this chapter.

4. Terms. Appointed board members shall serve for 3-year
terms. Initial terms of appointment shailli-be are: 2 3 members
for one-year terms; 3 members for 2-year terms; and 3 4 members
for 3-year terms. Board members may serve no more than 2
consecutive terms.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 7%7" to H.P. 1589, L.D. 2201

6. Quorum. A quorum consists of 7 8 members. A quorum
shall-be is necessary for the board to conduct its business at
any board meeting.

Sec. 3. 5§ MRSA §13128, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 529,

§2, is amended to read:

1. Research priorities statement. The board shall develop
a biennial priority statement and action plan of marine research
needs in of this State. The statement shall must be submitted to
the Governor and the Legislature no later than January 1st of
each even-numbered year, except that the first statement shaiil
must be prepared by dJuiy-1,-1990 Japuary 1, 1991. The purpose of
the statement and plan shall is to guide funding deeisiens
recommendations and activities of the board. The board shall
hold public hearings to gain insight into research needs for the
State.

Sec. 4. 5 MRSA §13129, first §, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 529,

§2, is amended to read:

The board may develop and administer a competitive,
merit-based grant program to address marine research needs for
the State as set forth in section 13127, subsection 1. In
commission for any research money available in the Maipe Coast
Environmental Trust Fund, Operation of the program and awards of
grants under this program are subject to available funding.

Sec. 5. 5§ MRSA §13129, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 529,

§2, is amended to read:

3. Grant decisions. The Upon recommendation of the board.,
the commission shall make the final decision for awarding grants

under this program. The board shall make competitive evaluations
and may make recommendations to the commission for the award of
grants that conform to the granting criteria amd specified
pursuant to this chapter that are consistent with the research

priorities statement and action plan developed under section
13128.

Sec. 6. S MRSA §13130 is enacted to read:

131 Main Environmental Tr Fun

l., Creation of trust fund, There is established the Maine
QSWJ&&_EEILMM_LMM

term "trust" m Main nvironmen Fun
2. Purpose of the trust, The purpose of the trust is to

tect and i ; lity of the State' . .
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 742" to H.P. 1589, L.D. 2201

by providing grants to qualifying organizations for activities to
advance scientific research concerning the nature, magnitude and
effect of polliution of the State's estuarine, near-shore and
off-shore marine gnv;rgnmg_; and the means to abate pollution or

r han n - r n ~-sh marin

habitats.

3. Sources for trust., Money obtained from the following
sour mus i he Treasurer of for th nefi £
h rust:

A. Gifts, bequests and donations_ to the trust from_private

1nﬂ1v1dg§ s _or corporations ggs;g;gg to Qgggggg and improve
he mari vir

B. _Grants to the trust from private or public foundations
dgs_r*l_g__tp_p_cmgs_a_n_d__mp_qxg_t_e__agm_e_L_LQnme_&t
h h n

An ri h :

D. Funds stipulated for deposit in the trust as part of the

w L n
E Funds f 1 ived 3 fed 1 oil i1]
trust fund:
F Revenues that may be from time to time realized through
i : _an
. F r ran and loans.
4. Use and_ administration of trust. Trust funds must be

BMMLMWM_Q&
Administration of the awards is pursuant to section 13129. In
additi h mmission shall administer th r follow

A, Unless otherwise specified by the source of a
wmwuﬂ_m_&f_umgm_m_mg
trust must be deposited a _principal account and

intain rmanen ndowmen The incom rn n
funds held in this account, ggmbingd with the remaining 50%
of funds contributed to the trust, must be deposited in an
mxwwm_g_w_ﬁ

ran m r f hi ion
xpenditur for r f ini rin h
B. An executive agency is not eligible to receive funding
m h n jointl rtak
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4’ to H.P. 1589, L.D. 2201

research proposal with another entity that is not an
executive agency.

Q___lbg_immmLii:l__§h§L__g;z~_prefereng__;g_gnst;;utlgpsL

or ggl}lZQL;QQ§ or en !‘.;L;gs located an nd oper itgL&Lﬁ!ﬁ.m

Principal 4 1 £ incipal with
§p.g_c_;_a_;_suc_:mx_s_frgm gggtn_tu_tg:s_m__b_e_mﬂs_d_m
accordance with the contributors' instructions,

E. All money in the trust not mmediately gggglred for
payment, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, ust be
invested by the Treasurer of S;g; as authorized by s gg;ion
;35. except that the securities in wh;gh the trust money is

nvested must remain part of the trust until exchanged for
ﬂw;_t_e_a__@nd_tugg_e_ﬁm__u 1l investments must

main r f r nl rohibi £ l] law.

5.__Report. amendment and termination of trust. The board
shall file a report as follows.

A, The board shall report to the Legislature on a biennjal

basis concerning the activities of the trust. The report

may _be submitted as part of the research priorities
i cod : 13128 I . ]

B n_th i isi

h h r 1 k
appropri Jati ] Legisl . .
bi E ]

C. The board may recommend in its bjiennial report that the
Lm_wuﬂﬂ_o__m_ﬂ_m_bg

r n vV A'd
that ;hg Legislature ;grm1n§;g§ the trust, the principal and
operatin fun r r in manner nsistent with
the purpose of the trust,

FISCAL NOTE

The Maine Science and Technology Commission will be able to
absorb the cost of 2 new members on the Marine Research Board
within the commission’'s existing resources. This bill also
establishes the Maine Coast Environmmental Trust Fund with no
General Fund appropriations or other funding expected or budgeted
for the remainder of the 1990-91 biennium. Future additional
General Fund appropriations may be required to implement the
proposed grants program.’
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/;" to H.P. 1589, L.D. 2201

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment replaces the original bill to incorporate the
administration of the Maine Coast Envirommental Trust Fund into
the duties of the Marine Research Board. To effect this change,
the board is expanded to include an additional representative of
an environmental organization and a public member. A reporting
deadline for the Marine Research Board is delayed. In awarding
grants under the marine research grants program, oversight of the
board by the Maine Science and Technology Commission is added to
avoid potential conflict-of-interest situations.

The administration of the Maine Coast Environmental Trust
Fund is folded into the existing Marine Research Board under the
Maine Science and Technology Commission. A purpose statement is
added to the language establishing the trust. A provision in the
original bill for a percentage of environmental penalties to go
into the trust is removed. Executive agencies are eligible for
grants from the fund if they are undertaking a research proposal
with another entity that is not an executive agency.

...ported by the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

House
2/21/90

(Filing No. H-811)
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