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114th MAl EL GISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION = 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2185 

H.P. 1578 House of Representatives, January 11, 1990 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Reference to the Committee on Housing and Economic Development suggested 
and ordered printed. 

~d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative NADEAU of Lewiston. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Encourage International Awareness in Maine and Improve 
International Trade Services to Maine Companies. 



Be it elilacted by the People of tRne State of Manlile as foRRows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 10 MIR.SA c.l07-A is enacted to read: 
4 

CHAPTER 107-A 
6 

MAINE WORLD TRADE ASSOCIATI~ 
8 

§931. Establishment 
10 

The Maine World Trade Association is established to 
12 engourage and assist the growth of the State's international 

economic activities. The association shall carry out its purposes 
14 _iP-__ G_Q!!IpJemellt to and in coordination with the economic 

g~~~lopment activ~t.ies of t~rivate sector, community and 
16 regional agencies and State Government . 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

.:r:n~l?soGJati9n is a nonprofit corporat.-"i~o~n~...!w~l=-· .!=t .... h~"""a~.\;!p"'u""b"'l'-'i"-'c"
P.urP-QI?_t;l.--illL~e exercise by the association of the powers 
conferred by this chapter are held to be an essential 
governmental function. 

§932. Duties 

The Maine World Trade Association is authorized and directed 
tQ~vide services to the State and to quasi-public, public and 
J?.riva_t.e en!;i ties, and to encourage and assist the growth of the 
State's international economic activities in the following ways: 

~Q~Ym_. __ ~Q~rovide a continuing forum 
of expertise, ideas and innovations between 
private sectors; 

for the exchange. 
the public and 

~Edu.Cj~j:;,i..Qn. To offer quali ty educatio~n~"",a""n,-"d"---,t=..:e"-,c""h=n""i,-,,c,-,,a=l 
.~Le..~'li._G.~'§ to bus i ne sse s i n,--"t""h."e"---"S"-,t,=,a""t-"-",e_-"t""h."a...,t~-,c",o""m!.!.!J:'p"=e,-,t,,,,e,,---,o,,-,r,,---,,,-s",,,e.",e,."k,---,t"""o 
compete in worldwide marke'ts: 

38 J_._Pe.Jl~J.Qpi!lgP,t_Q~:rQ9J;.~~.. To act as a catalyst in the 

40 

42 

44 

development and coordination of international programs; 

.1_. __ ~@li~QJ_.i.c;y. To underscQre the importgnce of 
iD~~rnational trade as a priority of public policy and to enhance 
public appreciation of the relevance of the international economy: 

5. IP,JE.Q;rmati9n. TQ--l!.rovide information necessary to 
46 traI:U~_Qgt in.t..ern<!.tJo.nal business and to make effective decisions 

concerning international trade and policy: and 
48 

50 

52 

6. Infras~ruct~~e. To facilitate the 
QYAilapiJity of an overall infrastructure 
international business. 
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~3. Corporators 

.~'pJP..prators., who eleG.t m~mbers Q.f the board of direc.!:.QL1?_aS 
provided in section 939, consist of individuals and organizations 
classified as private sector corporators, public sector 
corporators and ex officio corporators. 

.! ... __ Pr.i,Yj;lJ;g_fig~.t.9.J:"~.QJ'1!9K~J;'J)rs. Private sector co.;r-porators 
are_t;.hose private individuals, partnerships, firms, corporations 
iil).d other organizations that are members of the association who 
pay dues. 

1~.J.WJj,!~_..§_ect~9.~Q.:r..R9rator~. Public sector corporators 
£l..r.~ .. those ag.encies of .government and other organizations that are 
!I1erobers of the association who pay dues. For the purposes of 
tltl,.s ch.9-pter, pub;tic sector corporators may include: municipal 
..9.m;L.s.QJJnty government.; councils of government; local and area 
devel0-E!nent . corporations; regional planning commissions; 
dev~l.QP..!Jle.~Q.i!tt.ticts~tate ag~ncies; higner eduG..flJ:.ional 
facilities, including the components of the state university 
.§Y..litem, the Maine Maritime Academy, private colleges and 
Qost-seconc1ary schoo~nd technical colleges; and other public 
o~si-p~plic entities that may be approved by the directors of 
the association. 

.J_. __ J;;.l.L9..f~j~.i.(L_!~.o.:r..e..QKgt.Q.LS. Ex 0 f f i c i 0 co r:Qor ator s cons i s t 
of the heads of the ma·jor state departments and agencies. 

~_. __ ¥..Qt.i~.9.-Lig!lj:.s. Each corporator has a vote in those 
..9Uai.r:.s_...p_:f.._J:he......i;i§.Q..ru;.i9.tJQD......t.h.at involve the corporator~PLQYidgQ 
that, in the case when the corporator is an organization and not 
Qn inQiviQMpl~~overning body of that organization shall 
designate the individual who is to exercise the voting right. 

§934. Board of directors; officers 

The Board of D.irEtQ.t;ors of the Maine World Trade Association 
consists of 18 directprs. The corporators shall elect 10 
girectors from among the private sector corporators. The 
XQ..llowin9..--PJJplic sector corporators shall serve on the board: 
~~~~missioner of Economic and Community Development; the 
C~m~issioner of Marine Resources; the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Food and Ruri;il Resources; the Commissioner of 
S;:_QDservation; and the Chief Executive Officer of the Finance 
Authority of Main~. The Governor shall appoint 2 directors from 
amo~ the ex officio corporators. No person may serve as a 
dirEll!...bQL.Lor more than 5 years in succession. The corporators 
J;!p..A;tl elect a chai.r, a yiqe-chair and a treasurer from among the 
board of director.s. The president of the association is 
£l....l?.J?ointed by the directors so elected or appointed and becomes a 
director and chief execl!t.ive officer of the association. The 
president may not be appointed from among the other directors. 
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2 §935. General powers 
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10 

The, Maine World Trade Association is empowered to: 

1. Suit. Sue or be sued in its own name: 

-",2,-"._--""A~ppli«;'i!.tjon :for and receipt of :fWllds. Apply for and 
reJ:.eJve funds from Cl,ny priva.t.e source or governmental e.ntity, 
whether by way of grant, donation or loan or any other manner: 

12 ~cong~~~ deyg~9~~»t s~rvices; :fees. Provide services to 
p'~blic or privqh~tities to assist their efforts in the 

14 development of international trade in the State and to charge 
such fees for these services as it determines appropriate; 

16 
4. Rj!_i;ll and p.~r~,gna~J.:.9p,g.x.ty. Purchase, receive, hold, 

18 l~~§e or acquire py foreclosure, and operate, manage, license and 
sell, convey, transfer, grant or lease real and personal 

20 ]LLQ]Lerty, together with such rights and privileges as may be 
incidental and appurtenant thereto and the use thereof, 

22 . .tn.clud.tu.~.QJ!.L..n...ot restricted to, any real or personal property 
ac~ir~ the association from time to time in the satisfaction 

24 of debts or enforcement of obligations; 

26 

28 

30 

32 

5. EXRepditures and o~1igations regarding real an9~J.:~~a1 
P~9~.X~Y. Make all expenditures and incur any obligations 
reasonably required in the exercise of sound business principles 
to secure possession of, preserve, maintain, insure and improve 
real q,nd personal property or interests therein acquired by the 
association: 

jl~~~u.~ities ... ~quire, subscribe for, own, hold, selJ..L 
34 assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge the stock, shares, bonds, 

debentures, notes or other securities and evidences of interest 
36 ill or indebtedness of any' person, firm, corporation, joint stock 

company, partnership, association or trust, and, while the owner 
38 or holder J;.hereo:L.......!!xercise all the rights, powers and privileges 

of ownership, including the right to vote thereon; 
40 

42 

44 

1.~~CJ,JIIn.:t:r.!m!!.e--.9L.p.J.:.~JI;J:.y. Mortgage, pledge or otherwise 
.§.:tU;;.jlJ1l.per any pro..,g'!;!..IJ;Y right or thing of value acquired pursuant 
to the powers contained in subsection 4, 5 or 6 as security for 
~ayment of any part of the purchase price thereof; 

46 .!J. E,qqjJ:.y inves.t.m~_IIJ.J:.s and loans. Make direct equitz 
J.nvestments in Q.r loans to local and regional economic 

48 development corporations and to small and medium size businesses; 

50 

52 

9. C9J!l!t:.ra!!_t.;?_~d li~il-",i""t""i""e",s2..!!...~M,-"-"a""k..,e"---,c",o~n.."t,""r,-,a",c,,-t,,-s>LL,_-,,i,-,,n",c"-,l"-u~d",-",i",,n..,.,,g 

con t r ac t s for s e rv i-",c""e ... s.w,,---,a=n,..d,,"--=i~n,,,,c ... u,,,,r,--~l,,-,~,"-,· a".b""-",i,-"l,-"i,-,t=~,,,· e",-""s_-=f-"o,-"r~ ... a ... n""'Yl--....:o"-f=-_t",,...,h=e 
purposes authorized therein; 
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JJ'-~~1l.~~rrow money: for any: of the purposes authoriz_ed 
herein: incur debt, including the power to issue therefor its 
bonds, debentures, notes or other evidences of indebtedness-L 
.11pether secured or unsecured: and secure the· same by: mortgage, 
Rledge, deed of trust or other lien on its property:, rights and 
PJ"ivileges of every: kind and nature, or any: part thereof, or 
interest therein: 

1.1.. COQ.p~r~j;;iQ...1L1fith <!gencies and organizati.2.n.s. Cooperate 
}'!JJ;;h and avail itself of the services of governmental agencies 
~~d the University: of Maine Sy:stem: and cooperate and assist and 
otperwise encourage organizations, local or regional, private or 
J?JJgJ,.~~_P the va:.;-ioJ!..l? __ comm_unities of the State in the promotioqL 
al?_siq.!;,ftPce __ and ~~veJQpment of international trade in those 
communities and the State; and 

l.~ .• ~y.J.j).ws_~QQ-pj:;~lq:ws not inconsJ.sten.!;:. he:.;-ew,tth fO_L-th.~ 
.9Q"y!:!rnapce of its affairs, to have the general powers accorded 
..QOJ.P9rations under Title 13-A, section 202, and do all oth~r. 

things necessary: or convenient to carry: out the lawful purposes 
of the association. 

§936. Limitation of powers 

The association, notwithstandi'ng the foregoing, may have no 
P9~er or authority: to enter into contracts, obligations or 
J;;..ommi t!Iu:mts of any: kind on behalf of the State or any: of its 
~gJmcieG, nor may: it have the power of eminent domain or any: 
other power not provided to business corporations generally:. 
BondR, notes and other evidences of indebtedness of the 
Jl~Qciation mEl-Y: not in any: way: be a debt or liability: of the 
State or constitute a pledge of the faith and credit of the State. 

§937. Liability of officers. directors and employees 

/l.J,~fr:iG...erl?~iJ:ectoCl?...L-.-e!J1-Pl&Y-ees and other agents of the 
gSJ;;O_cigtion entru.9J~J!d with the custody: of the securi ties of or 
authorized to disburse the funds of the association shall be 
bonded, either by a blanket bond or by: individual bonds, with a 
surety: bond or bonds with a minimum limitation of $100,000 
covergge for each person covered thereby, conditioned upon the 
faithf~rformance of their duties, the premiums for which will 
be paid out of the assets of the association. 

§938. PrQ.~i~jted interests of officerS r directors and 
employees 

No officer, di_rector or employ:ee of the association or their 
§P9JJJHts--.QL-Q!:!Eendent children may: receive any: direct personal' 
benefit from the activities of the assQciation in assisting any: 
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private entity. Thi~rovision does not prohibit corpora~~ons or 
other entities with which an officer or director is associated by 
.reason of ownership or employment from participating in 
interll..etional tra<;1e develQP!!lent activit~es with the association, 
provided that such ownership or employment is made known to the 
board, and the officer or director abstains from voting on 
m..e.tJ,:ers relating. to such participation. This prohibition does not 
'§):Lt~.!1.(;.L. to corporators who are not officers or directors of the 
association. 

§939. Donations to the State 

Th~~~t.e, thro~~be Governor, may accept dona~ion~ 

ll~(;n!-ests~vises, grants or other interests of any nature on 
1>~.palf of the association apd transfer such funds, property or 
other interests to the association. 

§940. Annual report; audit 

The association shgll provide an annual report and an 
lnq~peQdent a~dit of its activities to the Gove~nor, the 
.k!.egislature, its corporators and members. The association shall 
be ___ s~bject to such f~~ther audit and review as determined 
n~cessary by the Governor or the Legislative Council at the 
expense of the State. 

§941. General conditions; dissolution 

l]le Maine World Trade Association shall operate as a 
n9.Jl-p_r_Q..f.l.L.....QJ;:ganization 'consi:;Ltent wit_h its com.Qosition and broad 
public purposes. The following conditions apply to the operation 
or dissolution of the association. 

.l~~.~i!1"..D.i!J,ruL-9..L..t)D.e a§!sociation. No part of the net 
garnings of the association may inure to the benefit of any 
cor.P9r9-tor, officer, director or employee except that the 
association shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 
compensation for services rendered, and otherwise hold, manage 
and dispose of its property in furtherance of the purposes of the 
association. 

2. DissQJ!,!,B.tion of association. Upon dissolution of the 
assoc.;iation, the corporators shall, after paying or makin...g 
provision for the payment of all liabilities of the association, 
~_g~~e all of ~b~e~aining assets of the association to be 
transferred to the State. 

§942. Liberal construction 

~hi~hgp_t.~gY--lL~~nstrued liberally to effect the 
ipterest and purposes of the association for an improved 
international trade development effort in the State and may be 
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P.I'9,a.,gJ,y-_JJ1J:~:r;:J?re~~!LJ;:._p effect such intent and purposes and not as 
a limitation of powers. 

S!!c. 2. A a:H>-,LQP ri at jon. The following funds are appropriated 
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT, DEIPARr.D.'MENT OfF 

Division of Development Policy 

All Other 

Deappropriates funds originally budgeted for 
contractual services provided by the Maine 
World Trade Association. 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMiC 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
TOTAL 

MAINE WORLD TRADE ASSOCIATION 

All Other 

Provides for the direct funding of Maine 
World Trade Association activities. 

MAINE WORLD TRADE ASSOCIATION 
TOTAL 

TOTAL AIPlP'ROlP'RIATKONS 

ST A TlEMENT OF FACT 

1990-9Jl 

($176,250) 

($176,250) 

$176,250 

$176,250 

$ -0-

This bill codifies the creation of the Maine World Trade 
Association. 
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