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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

. Legislative Document No. 2182 

H.P. 1575 House of Representatives, January 11, 1990 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture suggested and ordered printed. 

?cI(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative NUTTING of Leeds. 
Cosponsored by Senator BERUBE of Androscoggin. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Regulate the Handling of Manure. 



Be it enacted by the People of thc State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 17 MRSA §2701-B is enacted to read: 
4 

§2701-B. Action against improper manure handling 
6 

The Com_ro,i~t§.i9ner of Ag~Lcul ~1Jre, Food and Rural Resources 
8 §.WILJnve.l?..t.iggt.~9.!:I1plaints of improper manure handling 

including, but no~ limited to, complaints of improper storage or 
10 §P-I:.§!j!.din9-Q.J manure. If the commissioner is a_ble to identify the 

JiQ..IJ.LC;;;.~~.-9Urc.!'1..L.QL-the ma,nl.!..Le and has reason to believe that 
12 .th.!LJ!Li~Jl!-lre is a nuisa:q~iL:qLth.~ nuisance is caust:!d by the use of 

.QJ;per than be§t mana..gement agr icul tural practices for handling 
14 manure, the commissioner shall: 

16 J-L¥LI.ljliI.lg~.~~tJ;rrIfljpJL_tpe cp.angE;1.s nee.ged i1L-!:I1anure handling 
to comply with best management agricultural practices: 

18 
.L.-...._<:;Q:gf..9.!ID~J:!.g._.Bgg1JJLLJ~.l1..§.-P~r_~on re~ponsible tQ~j.J;l!LJul: 

20 _tJ;J....§_.m~cessary changes determined in subsection 1 and determine if 
the changes have been made: and 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

J_._!t~J?.ort. Give the written findings of the 
in...Y§.§..tigation and any determination of compliance 
complainant and the person responsible. 

initial 
to the 

l.~ the l?ers.9_IL-...I_~ponsible does not adopt best managemt=ro.t. 
.f!9Li_~ult.ural llactij:::es, the commissioner shall send a copy of the 
written report .to the Department of Environmental Protection and 
..Lt;1.f_t:!L-~h.e_.!JlQ.t:.ter in writi.n9-J;o the Attorney General. Thg 
At.torney General may insti tute an ac tion to abate a nuisance and 
.th~~Q),!r.L._J!l.QY...-.Qrder t]1e abat.e.ment with costs as provided under 
t1.1..t~~hapter. If the commissioner, upon investigation, finds 
.tJ:u;.t;_tht:!~J;Q!l_r.es.p.Q!lsi.b:t~or th.!L-I!l..i!nur.Li§ following bE;!..sJ; 
!Tl.~1.lj~g§...I]lE;!.1!~gricl.!J tural practices, the commissioner shall advise 
the complainant and the pe~son responsible in writing. 

38 Th.§~_ommi..s§j.9.n~!l£!.:;L.L-.9.Q.9Pt rules in accorq.ance wi th t;.pe 
!:t~.iD.e........Adm.i!listratj,ye Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, for the 

40 interpretation and.implementation of this section. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 2. Sunset. This Act is repealed January 1, 1992. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill establishes the improper handling 
nuisance and establishes a process for the 
Agr icul ture, Food and Rural Resources to ensure 
erosion control plans. 
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Section 1 establishes a process by which an individual may 
2 complain about improper manure handling to the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. The department would 
4 investigate the complaint, determine if best management 

agricultural practices are being followed and obtain an agreement 
6 with the person responsible for changes in manure handling 

practices when appropriate. If the person responsible for the 
8 nuisance does not change unacceptable practices, the department 

will refer the matter to the Attorney General. 
10 

Section 2 of this bill repeals this process of investigating 
12 complaints of improper manure handling on January 1, 1992. 
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