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L.D. 2179

(Filing No. $-577)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179, Bill, "An
Act to Help Fund County Government"”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'‘Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §115, first §, as amended by PL 1981, c. 647,
§1, is further amended to read:

In each county, the place for holding court shall must be
located in a building designated by the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Judicial Court or his a designee, who, with the advice
and approval of the Bureau of Public Improvements, is empowered
to negotiate, on behalf of the State, the leases, contracts and
other arrangements he the Chief i or ign considers
necessary, within the 1limits of appropriations and other funds
available to the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts, to provide
suitable quarters, adequately furnished and equipped, for the
Supreme Judicial or Superior Court in each county. The county
commissioners in each county shall continue to provide for the
use of the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts such quarters,
facilities, furnishings and equipment in existing county
buildings as were in use on January 1, 1976, witheut-charge 9n

rms n ia u r thi ion.

Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §1057, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 339,

§3, is amended to read:

1. Fund established. There is hereby established a fund to
be known as the Jail Operations Surcharge Fund. This The

Treasurer of State shall maintain this fund shall-be--maintained

by--the--Freasurer--of--State for the sole purpose of reimbursing
eounties-for paying costs associated with operations of the jail
system. :

Sec. 3. 4 MRSA §1057. sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 339,

§3, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/: " to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179
3. Reimbursement to counties. Quarterly, the Treasurer of
State shall make payments from this fund to each county in direct
proportion to the amount of revenue obtained from all courts
within that county. These quarterly payments must be included in
h 1 n m nder Ti = 3. h r

T ticle 5.
Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §121, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

5 c t 71 Judicial D : : hall im}
each coun ;g quarterly for the gg;; of providing courthouses as
ion 1 h A

described in u

providing space and equipment for the office
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C
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of the clerk of
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Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA §281, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

3. Reimbursement by the State., The Attorney General shall
imbur h i
the offices of the districgt g;;g; eys authorized this section
and in section 2§2. §g§§gg§1gg 4. This ;g;mpur;gmgn; gx not

t for ri

wwww
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coun under su
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Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c.II, art. 5 is enacted to read:

Article 5
CQUNTY CORRECTIONAL ACCOUNT
71. Definiti
A used in hi articl unless ontext otherwise
indi he followin rm he f m i .
1. _Correctional programs. _‘'Correctional programs" means

; Jeli , . ] . 1 : ] !
_gﬂw&_;ummw

r i r r n ion r
programs, alternative sgn;gngigg programs, residential treatment
and halfway house programs, community correctional centers and
temporary release programs from a facility for the detention or

ineme £ n nvi f im or adjudicated
delinquents.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “/7 “

to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179

2, __Standards compliance. "Standards compliance” means
compliance wi ndar nder Ti 4- i 2
r_jail h in i1liti hort- ntion
] r i J+Y (14 4 [1] o
following line items: h
nal services:

2 Prisoner

nal f n rvices:

A r irs;
(3)__Utilities:
ricity:
{b) Gas:
W w :
Telephone: an
R i rem H
(4) Rentals:
R r main :
i expen :
P a n
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lCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f7" to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179 -
Staf raining _an ucation; ﬂ
. mmodities:
(1) Food: ]
(2) Fuel: and
ies:
1 ing:
I nal: an
(c) Office:
D. 1l expenditures:
m g

E, ital n res, repl ment :
Equipment:
Furnitur fix : an
Vehi .
72 i _
Th n mmissioner £ n hall lish a
n r i f iv m
under this arti g;g Thggg fu ds must be used g; Qgg gg ng cgsgs
for i u improvin
maintaini v i i : mmunity-
€] ] ! jard 1i 3 ital
improvements. Funds in ;h;s account unexpended at the end of the

e m n 1 . but must be carried forward to subsequent
years.

73. ‘Re' n

Th roller shall reimbur h un rterl
£ i h n jai h
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT */ /" to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179
reimbursement may not exceed the amount approved in each county
et for th xpen

Sec. 7. 34-A MRSA §1210, as amended by PL 1989, c. 127, §§1

and 2, is repealed.

Sec. 8. 34-A MRSA §1212 is enacted to read:

1212, C i e i i
1 Definitions. A 1 thi t ] th
ntex indi wi Wi m v h

following meanings.

A. "Commissioner" means th mmissioner of r ions.
B. “Community corrections"” means the delivery of
n imi reventi i i r rr ional

r rial n r

v n in i r n n

halfw h mm r n
temporary release programs from a facility for the detention
or nfinement of £son nvi im r judica

. * mpli " m i with the
standar nd ion 1 r jail and holdin
faciliti hort- ntion ar
2. _Technical assis C mm i ner sha rovi

technical assistance to counties and county advisory groups to
aid in planning and developing correctional programs, _including

Sec. 9. 36 MRSA §4641-B, 5th 4, as amended by PL 1983, c. 859,
Pt. M, §10, is further amended to read:

Each register of deeds shall, on or before the 10th day of
each month, pay over to the State Tax Assessor 90% in fiscal year
1991-92, 80%; in fiscal _year 1992-93, 70%; in fiscal year
1993-94, 60%: and in fiscal year 1994-95 and thereafter, 45% of

the tax collected during the previous month. The remaining 10%
shatl funds must be retained for the county by the register of
deeds and accounted for to the county treasurer as reimbursement
for services rendered by the county in collecting the tax.

Sec. 10. 36 MRSA §4641-B, last §, as amended by PL 1987, c.
737, Pt. ¢, §§83 and 106 and PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104,
Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT /7" to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179

The State Tax Assessor shall pay all net receipts to the
Treasurer of State, who shall eredit-d/2--0f-the--revenue--to-the
General--Fund --and--whe--shall-monthly pay the--remaining-l17/2 an

nt_e 1 45% h nsfer X ) m h
to the Maine State Housing Authorityr-whieh. The authority shall
deposit the funds in the Housing Opportunities for -Maine Fund

-created in Title 30-A, section 4853. h surer: of

1 credi n maining r i .

Sec. 11. Transition. Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Act, the reimbursement provided to counties under this Act is to
be phased in over 4 years. In fiscal year 1991-92, the State
shall reimburse counties for 25% of each county's expenses, as
determined under this Act, for providing space and equipment for
courthouses and court clerks, for operational costs of the
district attorneys®' offices and for operational costs of the
county jails. In fiscal year 1992-93, the State shall reimburse
counties for 50% of these expenses. In fiscal year 1993-94, the
State shall reimburse counties for 75% of these expenses. In
fiscal year 1994-95 and thereafter, the State shall reimburse
counties for 100% of these expenses.

Sec. 12. Emergency planning; review. The Maine Emergency
Management Agency shall review the regional structure. of the
emergency management programs within the State, including state,
county and municipal programs. The review must focus
particularly on the coordination among these different levels of
government, and determine whether there is a continued need for
involvement of multimunicipal regional units and, if so, whether
the counties are the best choice for that function. The agency
shall report its findings and recommendations to the Joint
Standing Committee on State and Local Government and to the
Office of the Executive Director of the Legislative Council by
January 1, 1991.

Sec. 13. Effective date. Sections 1 to 11 of this Act take
effect July 1, 1991.

FISCAL NOTE

General Fund appropriations will be required beginning in
fiscal year 1991-92 in order to reimburse counties for district
attorney operations, county Jjail costs and courthouse space.
Phasing in reimbursement over 4 years will result in estimated
costs as indicated below for which General Fund appropriations
will be necessary:

Fiscal year 1991-92 - 25% $7,811,556
Fiscal year 1992-93 - 50% = $15,623,113
Fiscal year 1993-94 - 75% = $23,434,669
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/7" to S.P. 850, L.D. 2179
Fiscal year 1994-95 - 100% = $31,246,225

In addition, there will bhe an estimated loss of revenues to
the General Fund beginning in fiscal year 1991-92 as follows:

Fiscal year 1991-92 - ($2,997,985)
Fiscal year 1992-93 - ($4,611,252)
Fiscal year 1993-94 - ($6,224,518)
Fiscal year 1994-95 ($8,644,417)"

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment completely replaces the bill. It includes
several provisions intended to relieve the property tax burden of
Maine's citizens and to more fairly fund county government by
requiring the State to fund state services performed by
counties. The amendment takes effect for fiscal year 1991-92 and
is phased in over a 4-year period to reduce the immediate
financial impact to the State. The amendment includes the
following provisions: '

1. Requiring the Judicial Department to pay rent to
counties for the provision of courtrooms for the Superior
Courts and the Supreme Judicial Court and office space and
equipment for the court clerks:

2. Requiring the Attorney General to reimburse counties for
the costs of operating the district attorneys' offices;

3. Requiring reimbursement for the costs of operating the
county jails; and

4. Permitting the counties to retain 55% of transfer tax
revenues collected by the registers of deeds. The remaining
45% continues to be paid to the Maine State Housing
Authority as under current law.

These measures provide property tax relief by reducing the
county share of local property taxes and also promote greater
equity in the funding of county government by requiring the State
to pay for those services provided to the State by county
government.

Finally, the amendment requires the Maine Emergency
Management Agency to review the regional structure of emergency
management plans and report back to the Joint Standing Committee
on State and Local Government.
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