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114thMAI ELEGISLATU E 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION", 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2110 

H.P. 1525 House of Representatives, January 5, 1990 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Reference to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources suggested and 
ordered printed. 

>4(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative GOULD of Greenville. 
Cosponsored by Representative FOSS of Yarmouth, Senator BUSTIN of Kennebec 

and Representative HOGLUND of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Modify the Solid Waste Law as it Applies to Aseptic 
Packaging. 
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Be it enacted !by the People of. the State of Maine as fonIows: 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1862,su.n!b-§i, as amended by PL 1989, c. 585, 
Pt. D, §§4 and 11, is further amended to read: 

6 2. Beverage container. "Beverage container" means a 
.bottle, can, jar or <;>ther container made of glass, metal at .L-

8 'plastic or as~it: packagi-1l9: which. has been sealed by a 
manufacturer and which; at the time 'of sale, contains one 'gallon 

10 or less of a beverage. 

J2 Sec. 2. J2 MRSA§1862, su.n!b-§1l6 is enacted to read: 

14 16. A~Jm,t;i~a<:;ka.9ipg,. "Asept.ic packqgJng" means a 
.~.QAt.?i,p,e.r COJDQQseg of aluminwn, paper pnd' plastic in combinatioIlL 

16 .~l!,ere those materials are for practical reasons inseparable; and 
.<::ommonly referred to as a "brick-pack." 

18 
Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §1868, sullJ-§l, as amended by PL 1989, c. 585, 

20 Pt. D, §§8 and 11, is further amended to read: 

22 1. Flip tops. In a metal container designed or constructed 
so that part of the container is detachable for the purpose of 

24 opening the container without the aid of a separate can opener; 
and 

26 

28 
Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1868, su!b-§3, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 585, 

Pt. D, §§8 and 11, is amended to read: 

30 3. PlasLic cans. In CI container composed of one or more 
plastics if the basic structure of 'the container, exclusive of 

32 the closure device, also includes aluminum or steell--aa9 -'-

34 Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1l868, su.nb-§4, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 585, 
Pt. D, §§8 and 11, is repealed. 

36 
Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §1873 is enacted to read: 

38 
§1813. Certificate of alternative compliance 

40 
AIlL..JI@.nufacturer of be'-Z§.J."1!ge containers regJl1ate~L . .J?Jlrsuant 

42 ~!:his chap'ter may CUllllY to I:,he Executive Director of the Maine 
Waste Management AuthoritL---Jor' a . certificate of alternative 

44 j::OJDpliance. A manufacturer who has received a· certificate of 
_<;!.:).J:ernative c01!lQ.liance from the Executive Director of the Maine 

46 W.a,.§!.!;:'~l1g.1l-gg.J;m.ent· Al!thod.t.s: anduponpreseI,Ltfl.t.J.9.Il ___ QJ_. __ t)].j; 
,l!~X_li,cicate to the Depar tment of J~gr iculture ,_FJ:LO~l and Rural 

48 ~ELG()-'Jrces sltp.ll be elrempt f_rom l"Qgulatioll ,£..\!X.l;UQpt to this 
-,.:h;;wJ:,er, excelLt for section HI613 ,_ 

so 
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C) 

~t~".Cl,:f~sJQ.LS~.I:.ti,.IiCCl,J;i~~TQe EX~J:!uj:. i ve-.!2i~f! c t..Q.:r-2.f 
2 .l:J!.~ Maille Waste Management Authorit~hall issue a certificate of 

A1J:ernati ve compliance if the manufacturer: 
4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

~<;:.a,~<t~)]lQnAtr..QttL-thq.L.J:he--1;L~yg.r_9-...9~Q.p.b...ainJ;tL-S_ompriQ.t;:!S 

le~s than 0.5% of the municipal solid waste generated in the 
State: and 

B. Has u,n.<;ll;trtake~ or spgnsored PX.Q9X;:plTIS o.LlllQlectlLlfh.icfu 
on an annual basis, will reduce the amount of municipal. 
solid wgste which is disposed of in a Ipndfill or 
inqinerated by at least 5 times the amount of the beverage 
container's contribution to the municipal waste system. 

Sec. 7. Effective date. This Act shall take effect September 1, 
16 1990. 

10 

20 

22 

24 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bi 11 modifies the current returnable container 
allowing aseptic beverage containers to be regulated 
returnable container law. 

law by 
by the 

26 The bill also allows the Executive Director of the Maine 
Waste Management Authority to issue certificates of alternative 

28 compliance for beverage containers which represent less than 0.5% 
of Maine's municipal solid waste stream and when the 

30 manufacturers of such containers undertake projects to reduce 
Maine's municipal solid waste by at least 5 times the amount of 

32 the solid waste contributed by those beverage containers. 
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