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114thMAI ·ELEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION.~ 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2094 

S.P. 818 In Senate, January 4, 1990 

Submitted by the Department of Human Services pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 

Reference to'the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator CAHILL of Sagadahoc. 

f5bt /i) {jJ'~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Senator BRANNIG AN of Cumberland, Representative WEBSTER 
of Cape Elizabeth and Representative ANTHONY of South Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act -Jo Amend Vital Statistics Provisions Pertaining to Adoptions. 
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He id. enacted by the People of(Rlte:State of Maine as follows: 

S('c. L 22 MRSA §2705, as amended by PL 1985, c. 437, §2, and 
c. 611, §l, is further amended to read: 

6 §Z705. Amendment of vital statistics records 

8 E'J!:cept as· provided by this Title, a certificate or record 
filed under chapters 701 to 7fJ7 may be altered or amended oniy in 

10 accordance with such regulations as the department may adopt to 
protect the integrity of vital statistics records. 

12 
1. Amended certificate. A certificate which has been 

14 a1 tered or amended after its filing shall be marked "amended," 
and the date on which the certificate or record was amended and a 

16 summary description of the evidence submitted in support of· the 
correction shall be endorsed on the record or permanently 

18 attached to it. Any certified copies of certificates or records 
nmended under this section shall the marked "amended." 

20 . Notwithstanclinq this subsection, administrative correction of 
clerical errors within one year after the date of filing shall 

22 not cause the certificate or record to be considered altered or 
amenlled. 

24 

26 

28 

2. Incomplete certificates. Incomplete certificates and 
records may be completed from a supplementary form within one 
year after the date of filing without being considered altered or 
amended. 

30 3. Amendment by department. Wl=IeFe--t.-he-:-elepaFt,meas--i-s--she 
e~sseaiaa-e£-a-~~~~~4~~~~-~~~~~~~~hl~r~~a~~iag&r-eleat,h~eE 

32 Ee sa±-.Qe.a.tJ:l-- --f'-1-1ed--)HieleF-€RaF.t.€~£--7-O-l--t,e.-'+ 9':;LT --t-he The department 
sha±±--hav.e nfl-..§. the exclusive power to amend, alter or complete 

34 saiel .9 . .I.1Y. certificate or record QJ birth, marriage, death or fetal 
!le_atluiled tJ.pder chapters 701 to 707. 

36 
Whef.'8 When a certificate or record of birth, marriage,' death or 

38 fetal death has been altered, . amended or completed by the 
rlp.pal:l:menL the department shall transmit a corrected copy to the 

1U clerk of any municipality in which a certified copy or original 
certificate has. been recorded under chapters 701 to 707. 

12 
4. Amendment by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. 

44 Completions or amendments to certificates of death in medical 
examiner cases, as defined in section 3025, shall be as provided 

46 in section 2842. subsection 4. 

48 ~.!" __ 1\m.~JidI!!~nt fol,.l.owin~L2i!QJ?tj.QD. Qr l~gj.J.;jrnatj.!U~-,_&ll!Z!.K1!.ll.E)I}.t 

9LSt certificate following adoptioll or leqi timation ~ov~rne_Q 
so !~y this subsection. 
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h.,~.hen 31 new certificate of bjrth is est_~blisl:.ted following 
£!.doptio.lL-pursuant to section 2765, subsect.ion 1, paragraph 
A, or SUbSI;Lctj..on. 1-A~::.a.~1~r. 1.-E, it must be marked 
"aI!)J;!nged," . and all i \:,.elT!s which have been revised must be 
i.4'§'!1~Jfied. The nqtation "court. ac.tion" and the date of the 
adoption decree must be shown on the new certificate. 
~ertili~9~Qpies may be issued only in accordance with 
.§..IJbsection 1. 

B. Wh~:g._"th~· adQQ..t.-i!!9-pp.rents or the adopted person Jli:1,.ye 
!:.E;!yuel?J; .. §.d that a new birth certificate not be established 
p!J..r.sJ-!q..Ilt_.t'p~ec.!:j.on 2765.L __ QlLJ;tSection 1, p_arp-9£?-"ph A, Q£ 

.sl!lLs!:!CI,._i.o_li..J.,:-~.p.ragraph C, . the origin&J certificate JT1USt 
P.!L-.1!)g.X)J;.ed"amendeQ" and must carry .. out the nota.tion "legal 
Q..<gentage changed by court action" and the date of the 
adoption decree. 

~~QtrithsJ;"p.nQ.iJ!~l)section L a new certiJicate of birth 
£!Jit.ablished following legitimation may not be marked 
"amended. " 

22 Sec .. 2. 22 MRSA §2706-A, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
3B4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

24 
l-_. __ .R~giJ~tz:~tj,.Q.n.,.!' . .----db!LLo.J,Jowing_-p~rsons maY-.....I.£!.9Jster _th~j.r 

26 pClme_s and addresses with the state registrar and request contact: 

2B 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

.40 

42 

44 

46 

41.1 

5U 

52 

A. A person who is1B years of age or older and who: 

JJ~Was adopted; or 

(2) Whose;. 

(a) Adoption was annulled; or 

J b )~d..Qp-t.i \(e.-p_cH·I:!At.!2_QJJ.r renQ£!_:r.!;!d 
p-ar.ental ri.ghts to that person 
;parental rights terminated; 

B. An adoptive parent if: 

and rtl!:tQQed 
or had their 

(1) The adopted person is less than IB years of age; 

(2) The adopted person is deceased; or 

JJLJ.!le adQ,Q.tec1 person is 18 years. of age or older and 
isdetermilled by a court to. be incapacitated~. 

~._. __ ,,_tJj,.p..l'p..9.ica;L.Qar~llt .of an ado..J}ted perl?on _Q.L......9~person. 
.t.LeeQ......1;or adl2.Q.!,:.ion but not subsequently adopted; 

D. The legal custodian or guardian of: 
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1U A person whQse ado-P.tJon }iQ.S annulled, who was 
surr~ndered and released by t.b-at person's adoptive 
Pi3.I;.E;!uts-.QL whose adop_tive pareuts' parental rights were 
terminated; 

i1J An adopted person under the age of 18 who: 

LgJ __ I:Ii!Q~e.e~r.!':mJoved fI;om __ .tpe __ cus.tody Q_I:. 
gUqrdianship of that person's adoptive parents by 
order of a court; or 

1k) _____ ~g§~~ed fo~r __ ~a~d~o~p~t~i~o~n~~b~u~t---w~a~s~~n~e~v~e~r 
subsequently adopted; or 

13) A pEtrson und~r the age o_f 18 whose full sibling, 
half-sibling or adoptive sibling is an adopted person; 

~lLJ.egal gJ,Lardian ~~_n agQP-t.e.(~Lp-erson wl).o is at least Iii 
ygars of age and has been determined by a court to be 
incapacitated; 

L __ l2..J>Et.r;:s..9_~ho is g.t leC!..stllL..years of ag.e who was freed 
for adoption but was never subsequently adopted; 

g . __ ~._b.iQlogica.Lmoth~J"..J~.al f.!'l.t;b~~ra:qg.parent, 

h.alK-=.§.iplin9,_C!.unt, uncle or first cousin of a 
biological parent of an adopted person; and 

sibli:q9J_ 
deceased 

,H. __ A_bi.QIQ9iQal sibling~U~s;i.bling __ Qr adopted sibling, 
who is at least 18 years of age, of an adopted person. 

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §2706-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 

J-::~_. __ PJ::Q..v.iJi.i.:Q.q----.i:g+.Q:gn.9-tio.:Q. ___ cW.O_Yh __ 3!,Y.~i.I.9_!ll~ __ c.QW!~~1iAg 
36 .~uPPQ];"J;.. The state registrar shall provide infonnation about 

.so}lrc~.l?_~.QJ!nseling support. to any person registering or 
38 requesting contact. 

40 Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §2706-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1985, c. 
G7], is [ulther ~nended to read: 

42 

5. Request for contact. When the state registrar has a 
44 re~rtlest for contact from B9tR--a--:e-i-G-~i-e-a-l---p-a-Fell-1::---and---t-ha-t 

f. <' FeR \: .!. F.' - -a{~I:+E-e1:=I, - -Bh-i--ld- - -w:-- - -t. R e - -e R i l-Et !..s- - -nd-Gf'"I:-.i-v-e- - -p-cH.oe-n-t any 2 

46 .b'e.lsOIl.~.J?e!,;.j,Ji~-Ln subs.ectioll 2 l·elated to the;:;_9.JTl~~.l.~lQili.Q1J, 

h8 tIle state r~istrar slwll w)t.i.fy <;,,,,r:lt p",rl:y r)r the Il~ne and 
413 ;;H]/h:ess of r.he otileJ: p<'xty .<;1.1}(1 QJ~_..§_'='.I.trce§.-'2t_~.Q1!!l~!=.li_Ilg__.SJ.Wport. 

J.f '" biological parent, an C1.rJr)E'tiv'2 PC1.I·'2l1t C'l" all adopted person 
50 registered under this sectioll has made a request for contact and 

the party being sought died in Maine, the state registrar may 
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~.11;;LJ,1. e1j sclose to the . requesting party the ·fact that the 
1.lioJo9ical parent, adoptive parent or the adopted person has died. 

Sec. 5'. 22 MRSA §2765,' sub~§l, CUA is amended to read: 

A. A certificate ~f adoption as provided in Title 19, 
section 533, or a certified copy of the decree of adoption 
along wi th the information necessary to identify the 
original cert.ificate and establish the new certificate of 
birth; except that a new certificate shall not be 
established if so requested by the adopting' parents or the 
adopted person if the adopt~d person is 18 ye~rs of age or 
older; 

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §2765, sub-§§l-C to l-E are enacted to read: 

1-_-::.<;: ._·_hQJ!,t;.~n~_c;ert;.in!!.~t,~t:~~.!="_a~.QPt..iQ,~..when a n~!:l: 

9E;!.rU. IiJ;:j;l..!;.sLQJ..-.P i r ttl i se s tp,b Ii s_hed_I,l,~de r subs e c ti on 1, par ag rtw.h 
A-,_,.\)..L-.lLubs_~_G,t...iol~~ l..:..A and l-Ji<-...the actual-12Jace and, date of birth 
LnJJJ;;~,e __ shown' ahd the name of the· child and the names and 
.9))ar.,clcterist}cs of the adoptiv§---p'arents, as in<;licated in the 
de!;;_J;J;!,E;! of a.liQption and the certificate of adoption, must be 
!=!.11t!;!re!=1~.Q1LJ;l~e n~l'L bir.1:]1 certificate. . The new certifj,cate must 
,\;;£!.!:..r.Y-CL..!loLation tha"t.-.i.t._hasbeen amended and a1,l items that have 
lmJtlL_r.~'lised-..J?,ur~1,!.ant to the acLQPtion decree must be identified. 
Tl!.~~Ltation "cour:t action"and the date of the adoption decree 
must be shown on the new certificate. 

l-:P~_~:W':'_C;:,~rtj.f.icate not _~~tablish~!i afte.T adoption. Wpe.n 
J;,h~_Cl.g.9p.~.i~pargnts or t.h~~tee regue.stthat a new pirt!:! 
.Q!;!_Lt;;ificate not be established as specified in subsection 1, 
P.El.J'.Cl..gr.9.ph_l\.,--l2..L.....j,I1-..-SI,lQs..e.tl.i.QJ_II-Ar--P.£!.'Q!J.r..illih C, the or igip.al 
'!':,~.LLiUcate_must bear the notation "amend!:!d" and "legal parentage 
JJ.;;LS_JLE;!..§.!LJ;:h9.J!.9!'!d by court action" and mus t show the date of the 
_adw.tion decree . 

. l.:::!;:_" _ho:g..!.:~:g.t_Q,LJ!~.JJ;:.j,fic;.a,t.i aft~L-legi.t...iID.atj.o:g. When a n!=!w 
P_E1.J;.'.!:.,i,ficate is es taplishe.!L-..l,lpder subsection 1, paragraph B, the 
£\.9tual place and date of birth, the name of the child and the 
11pmgs __ a.!l!=l,_~JJ£\ract.!=!_risti~s of both parents must bE;! showll ...... 
NQ.t:1:!.i..t..!:!.§.tg,!Lding,_ section 2705, the new certiJic~I!)ay not be 
!IJ.Cl..l-l{.ed "aI1}endEld." The new certificate must be filed with all 
.Qther b.irth certificates and is not subj.ect to the provisions of 
§ectioll. 2706, subsection L or section 2761, subsection 4. 

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §2765. sub:..§i is americled to read: 

2. OdginaJ. ce:n::i.fIca.1:e Dot su.bject to inspection. WHeE.If 
i'1. llP.I·' ce l' ti [i ca te e f - -J:.H.--l'.{:·h is e s tabl i shed SHe - -f.l(''.{:--th:t-l--r-1-ae-e- - -8-aa 
rJi'l.l:e--9'[- ... h·.i-F·th,-sHall--be---&howu·~-II: ~t:, shall be substituted for 
"I)e oliqjnal cectificate of b1.1'th. Thereafter, the original 

. certificate of birth and the evidence of acloption Dr legitimation 
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shall not .be sybject to inspection except upon orOer'of a probate 
court or th~.Superi~r-Court. 

.... ,. 

STATEMENT OF fACT 

.This ~ill .makes several changes 
,prpvisions pertaining .to adoptions .. 

to v.ital statistics 

! .The bi 11. requireq that certificates o.f birth issued after 
12 Rtloption be marked as aIllended, and specify the content. 

14 The hill provides that certificates of birth issued after 
legi timatioll are n.ot marked as amended .. 

16 
The bill amends toe ad()pt,ion. registr:y. law ~ The adoption 

.18 registry lawcurrent,ly pr.ovides .. that only adult adopted persons, 
adoptive. parents pn behalf of minor aciopt~es and biological 

20 pare~ts ~ayregister fora pos~ible reunion. This· bill broadens 
the .categories to allow for. registration" by . otl1er persons who 

.22 would .otherwise be foreclosed" from register.ing and thereby making 
cont;.ac;t, including a p.erson whose· adoption w.as annulled, adoptive 

24par~nts of .adopted persons who are deceased, relatives of 
deceased bi010gical parents, adult siblings of adoptees and 

26 eustodians. or guardians of minor incapaci.tated adult adoptees. 

213 

30 

32; 

The bill requires the state registrar to provide information 
abo~lt: sour;ces of counseling support to any person registering 
with the adoption registry or requesting contact. 

The bill clarifies 
certificates of birth if a 

the, . language 
new certificate 

regarding original 
is established after 

34 adoption. 
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