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114th MAl E EGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2025 

S.P.784 In Senate, December 21, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 21, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to 
Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator BALDACCI of Penobscot. 
Cosponsored by Representative LIBBY of Kennebunk. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Regulate the Use of Beverage Containers. 

9t~dJ'~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



De it enacted! by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. L 17 MRSA §2264, as amended by PL 1989, c. 97, is 
4 repealed. 

6 Sec. 2. 17 MRSA §2264-A is ena~ted to read: 

8 §2264-A. Littering prohibited; penalties 

10 .l .. __ ~:ro.l:!.;ipj_tiQP. No p~rson may throw, drop, deposit. 
gi§..GJ;l.J·d or other·wise dispose of lit.ter upon any public property 

12 .9L-P..riv.A..t...~_roperty not owned by that person in this State or in 
the wat.ers of this State or on the ice over those waters, which 

14 EIoperty shall include, but not be limited to, any public park, 
];l!'1..a~h.L~amJ?gLQ.1l1!(L_:torest lanQ..L_JeC_Le.p.tiona1 area, trailer park, 

16 highway, road, street or alley, except: 

18 ~.heQ_t:.he property is d~signated by the State or by any 
of its ag.encies or political subdivisions for the disposaJ,. 

20 oi.......9.gr..!;>..Q9~n9.........L.e...Lll.fi.t;l, . and the person is authorized to use 
lhe property for that purpose; or 
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B. Into a Ii tter rec~J?J.acl.e in such a mannElr 
.l.itJ;_t;l_r--.JiiJ._l __ Q.L.....P;::~ve_I1J::.ed-.f.LQ[Il--.1;!~ing carried 
.9.t;U,!Q.s.i,.Led . .lJ-L.tl~e elements upon any part of private 
propel·ty or waters. 

that the 
away or 

or public 

1. __ r.epj},l.t""i!!o.'e"'-"'!s ..... _-=-P.=:e~n~a"-'1"-t"-"'-iE.e...,s_=-f-"'o:.±r_-"'a'--.::t..v-=i",o,-=l..,a",-t"-",-i-"o-",n,---"o:.±f~-,=t",h",i,-,s"---"s,-,e,,-,c,,-t,,-,,,-i-,,o ..... n 
_are as follows. 

!l, __ A_:p.~.9uct in vio1 gJ.ion of this section is a civil 
violiLt...ion for which a forfeiture of not more than $200 nor 
1esq_than ~?5 ma~~adjuq~d for tbe first violation. For 
~nd O~:;L1,.!,!;>"p.J;!.quent violg.t.ion a forfeiture of not ITI.Q.Le than 
.$~.Q_Q......n9_+ 1es.JLthan j;.100 may be adjudged. In addition to or 
i~~tead of a forfeiture, the judge may direct any person in 
Yi....9 .. 1gtiQ.!L_Q .. :L....t..hi..li...-fieG.tion to pick up and remove from any 
Pl..?iCEL_9.J)Y_P....r all lit_ter deposited thereon by anyone prior to 
the date of the adjudication. 

.a_. __ N .. 9.t.w..i.t...l;1J::;t.9-.~di..ng_.P.p.ragraph A, a:Qy-persQn "lho disposes Q.t 

.. 9-_l2last.i~iIl9 carrier device, the use of which is regulated 

.!!Jlqer:...J'it.J,e .. .J...h......li.ect.ion 1868, subseGtion 2-A, is guilty of a 
r:J.ass E cl·ime. In addition to a forfeiture, the judge IJJ.Q..Y 

Qi.reG.t......l!!!y person who is found guilty under this paragrgp.h 
.!:,p_pJ.<;;!.r_l).p and re.mpve from any place any or all litter 
.!lePQs i t_~g. thereon by anyone pr ior to the date of the 
ad'j udication. 
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If" 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §1868, sub-§2-A is enacted to read: 
2 

2-:-l\._._?.Jjl_sJ;;.i_C~2:m;!.J!ct.9r~. With containers connected to each 
4 ..o_t;:.h!'l~~----!Uastic ring carrier device which is not capable of 

I2hotodegradation or biodegradation within 120 days of exposure to 
6 natural elements; 

8 Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §1604, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 585, Pt. E, 
§35, is repealed. 

10 
Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §1606 is enacted to read: 

12 

14 
A..ft.e...L......J.ulx-L.....-.-l2.2J...L...--...1l~erson may sell or off{;lr to sell 

16 P~P41AQ...t...P_i:r.Ls::..9nt;:.-'~J..1Le~C0!1tlected to each other by plastic holding 
gevices except as provided by Title 32, section 1868, subsection 

18 .2_-:..1>._,-

20 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

22 
This bIll repeals the ban on plastic ring connectors while 

24 maintaining the ban on other types of plastic beverage container 
devices. In place of the ban on plastic ring connectors, the 

26 hill requires that such connectors be capable of decomposing by 
phot.odegradation or biodegradation within 120 days of exposure to 

28 Ilntural elements. Finally, the bill establishes a separate 
violation Eor littering with plastic connectors by making such 

30 conduct a Class E crime. 
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