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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2009 

H.P. 1439 House of Representatives, December 20, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 20, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary and 1600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

>d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Speaker MARTIN of Eagle Lake. 
Cosponsored by Senator WEBSTER of Franklin and Representative CONLEY of 

Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Promote Judicial Economy by Allowing Corporate Self­
representation in Traffic Cases. 
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.!Be it ennacted by the ]People of the State of Maine as foIBows: 

4 MRSA §807, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§2 and 
10 and c. 265, §l, is repealed and the following enacted in its 
place: 

5007. Unauthorized practice of law 

.1._" _fxo..JJ.i.kit.iQ!J.. No person m~practice law or profess to 
10 Pt:Cict!.<;;.§-.l<;!w within the State or before its courts, or deme.pd or 

X_EiQ.t;Live a.pY---L§D..1J.neration for those services rendered in this 
12 .s.t.9-t.!;!J_qIJ1~Ls_s_tJ]'A.!;:----person has been admitted to the bar of this 

.~.t.aLe ajld l!.c.UL.g_Q!ll.p1.ied with section 806-A, or unless that person 
14 J.li!.s. .. I2.e..en a~lmi ttec1 to try cases in the courts of this State under 

1> e c t i Q1L.Jl.Q.~-,-
16 

~_,,-_V:,i()Ia,tiQI~_. _~.!1Y_P_~.r.Qon ..1'l:g.Q.......E.t:A.Gt:,:i,.<;;;_~s law i!1_\T.i.91Q!:JQ~Qf 
18 .thEUHLJ:.~q.uiremellts is guilty of the unauthorized practice of law, 

which is a Class E crime. 
20 

J~·~. __ ~Applicatio,~n~.~~T~h~l~·s~~s~e~c~t~i~o~n~~s~h~a~l~l~~n~o~t~~b~eE-~c~o~n~s~t~r~u~e~d~~t~o 
22 apply to: 

24 J:,_. _~Lac.tJce_..Q!'l_tQ.re any Federal Court by any person admitted 
to practice therein; 
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B. A person pleading or managing that person's own cause in 
court: 

h_. _1.'he~_fi~~.r or ~!11ploy~~_L.L_corp.Q£.Q...t.ion, partneLshipL 
sole proprtetorship or governmental entity, who is not an 
.fttt.Qr.n.gy-" __ I?u.L....i.s appearing for that organi2;ation in an 
9.(Lt.iQp.~Qg.I.l_iza,QJ,.e as a small claim under Ti,!::le 14, chapter 
1.3.JL.QL-Q._.t:,;:p_~lj,c infraction as defined in Title 29, section 
1, subsection 17-C; 

.Q! __ ~_p~..Ls..Q_n who is not an attorney, but is representing a 
municipality under: 

(1) Title 30-A, section 2671, subsection 3; 

(2) Title 30-A, section 4221, subsection 2; 

(3) Title 30-A, section 4452, subsection I: or 

f1J Title 38, section 441, subsection 2; 

E ,_.(LPE!r~Q.IL .• r.l]..9_j,.J:; __ n..Q.LQJ.)..--9tto.r.IJ&y...L-Q.u.t is r.~pre§fmti.!l&_J;)J..§. 

Q.~QItment of Environmental Protection under Title 38, 
section 342, subsection 7; 
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~~!:.son who is not an attorney, but 
Bureau 0.[ Employment Security or the 
under section 807-A; 

is representing the 
Bureau of Taxation 

G. A PE;!.!:.son who is not an attorney, but is representing~ 
p~r:..ty in any hearing, action or proceeding before the 
Workers' C;ompensation Commission as provided in Ti tIe 39, 
section 110-~...L....Q!: 

!::l. A l?E;!.Xl'tQ.!L_wh..Q is no.~C!.t.torn~y~t has been desigp.ateQ 
1l1.HJ~_:r TiJ.:..l~Ij;.~Jlction 1204, subsection 7, to represent 
_the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation in 
Probate Court. 

.1. ___ Eyi(iepce. In all proceeding~the fact, as shown bY-t-he 
K.eco!:.ds oJ._the Board of Overseers of the Bar, that that person is 
not reGorded as a member of the bar shall be prima facie evidence 
~bat t~C!t-Eerson is not a member of the bar licensed to practice 
law in the State. 

N9_twi ths .. tarHiiug any of the other prov.i,sions of this chapter 
~pd under such terms, conditions, limitations, qualifications and 
§M~vision~t~S~preme Judicial Court shall by rule re~uire, 

.<L-fi.E;!lJ.iQJ"~aw studeI).t who is enrolled in a law school which is 

.i:l,pl?-roveg by th5!_tunerican Bar Associ.ation, may appear in the 
courts of tJJ!'! State on behalf of the State or an agency thereof, 
9.L_lmdeL.....t.h~1Jl?-ervision of an organization providing legal 
§ervicru;---.l;:...Q........t..l}e indigent approved by the Supreme Judicial Court 
.9J1_t:H~hj;lJj_:Q,J: an individual receiving services through such 
QKganization. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill authorizes businesses and corporations to 
represent themselves, without an attorney, in traffic infraction 
mntters. The bill also corrects a conflict between 2 public laws 
affecting the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 807. 

Page 2-LR3206(1) 




