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L.D. 2008 

(Filing No. H-751) 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

IJ4TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1438, L.D. 2008, BilL "An 
Act to Amend the Watershed District Laws" 

16 Amend the bill by striking out all of the title and 
inserting in its place the following: 

18 
. An Act to Establish Coastal Watershed Districts' 

20 
Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the 

22 enacting clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in 
its-place the following: 

24 
'Sec. I. 38 MRSA c. 23-A is enacted to read: 

26 
CHhP'I'ER 23-A 

28 
COASTAL WATERSHED DISTRICTS 

30 

§202l. Coastal watershed districts 
32 

~~_1!.tJIor:ilt~t.iQn; ___ Iturpgse. C9~1 water~hed distri~l"!lqy 

34 pe_!=_reat~ursuant to· tfiis chapter to protect, restore and 
ma~utain w~ter quality and aquatic resources of coastal harbors, 

36 baY-S-L--estJ.~ar ies and other coastal waters and to manage and 
~ons~rve the land and water resources of coastal watersheds 

38 within the jurisdictions of these districts. 

4 0 _~~dn:!ini_~t:J;:atio~. __ Th~~q~Lt;_~~t~_r sh~L.sl.i,~t;_rj,-c..t __ i~ 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

54 

governed according to the requirements of chapter 23 except that: 

A. The purposes are those stated in this section; 

B. Section 2007 does not apply; 

C. The term coastal watershed district is used in plaG..e. 
of the terms watershed district and lake watershed district 
in chapter 23; and 

D_. __ 'tIJ~t;.rJJ.SJ·&.e?~hall i!l.c.J,.Y~CL-.-£e~entative of any 
sanitary districts, as defined in chapter 11, and any sewer 
districts, as defined in chalL~er 12, that operate within the 
proposed coastal watershed district. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "11,, to H.P. 1438, L.D. 2008 

2 3. Ov~!J·_J~IL-J2~territ_Qu--w:j.t.Q_lfiltH:..!!h~~U~dct. If a 
:-f at e_r.shE;tL~i s t..£.i~_t_h..9~be e n_Sl.s_t a,b).M~--1'!: ith1....n.--.tb~J.:o12.P ~~tq 

4 J,.err ito.£L-Qf a coas .. tal watershed district. the coastal watersh~ 
.!Jiltrict shSl~1JQm.i_t as part of a1L.aP12lication under sec..t,.ion 

6 2002, an agreement with the watershed district stating how this 
overlap of jurisdiction is to be resolved. 

8 

§~J)!U. Powers 
10 

A coastal watershed district has the following powers. 
12 

.l._~ene,r;-~l_. _~!1L-~·Li .. JLt..r i~ganized u.no~l~~_L-m~y 
14 .su.e-.9Jl_~L~~J.!,.edL make co1l.t.LQ..cts: accepLg.Hts: purchase, lease_L 

devise or otherwise acquire, hold or dispose of real or personal 
16 PX.9p.erty: dj._2.Qur!!'~Qney: contrac~Q..t; adoP-t--rJ!lesL-and do 

other acts necessary to carry out the pur120ses of the district. 
18 

~S~~uri~y-£~qui~~d. . The coastal watersheQ~~riG~ 
20 I~.~uire that a contra~tin~ty give adeguate security to ensure 

12eJ~r~~p~~~o~tract and to pay all damages that may arise 
22 from inadeguate L'erformance. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

~Re..§p_QQ§t..!i~bui!.Ol!.Oi!,Jt!"'i!..le;;;.;s~. __ TJ,.hUS<.e_.l..c!,J.o..2ai.>!s~t.52a-=I~..!w!.Sai!..lt-.!e ... r...,sil.!hl!:es;o.d!.L.--!.!d.,!,i..i!S'""t ... r..:iuc~t,---,i"-"!.s 
responsible for: 

A._lIli..ti_gtj..!1g~p.d~QQ£dln.at.ing re~~G1 sury_e-y.s_t.Q 
g.QP!~~on coast~rbors, bays, estuaries and other 
~..MJ;&J.~e.r_s~ULl.gted shorelands, watersheds and aguatic 
resources within the territory of the district: 

~ .. _J' ta.n.nip.g __ co as t.9J---Le.s.tQr-,~,ti.9JL..PX9_ie.<;: t~_to-.lmp (OYEL....l'{a te r 
guality and enhance aguatic resources within the district; 

~.9nt~G..t.ip9.-iiJ!~t.~t.ing to secure the cooperatiQ.!L...9f 
!J'IJ.1nicipal oU.icj,~ls......a.Ild state age.ncies to enact and enforce 
ordinances and regulations necessary to further the purposes 
of the district; 

R~op.tiJlg~lJ.c;l_i.J)'l12leJ!"-~llting coastal protection, management 
and restoration plans: and 

E. Ado]?ting <m.d implem~i1l.9--.Plans and programs to 
facilitate coordination of water level management. 

46 ~~imits of jurisdiction. The limits on jurisdiction are 

48 

50 

as follows: 

b_. _ Tb._e_~l.i§ t r i c.L.has 
regime for a body of 

no ~Luthorit~o_s~t 

water impounded by 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}" to H. P. 1438, L. D. 2008 

eXEtmQL!.r9In_Ll;l~uthoxJtL-oJ:_t}:l!!--..P-.9.9rd to set water level 
2 regimes under section 840, subsection 1, 

4 ~. __ l'he Qi~_tLi_~_t..:...s ___ au t1)o r_ttY-t.2-.s~..L~t.~ve 1 r eqimJ~_j 0 [ 

~IIY __ \f..a.h.e_r body wi thiJL..JJ;_~ bounoar ies and over any dams 
6 '!! .iJ~h_i!t_iJ~L_g.9JJ.n.g.ar ie~i_lL_s_ubordinate to t;~uthor i~.L..!J.!g 

deQar.tplent umler~l1.aQter 5, subchapter I, article 1, 
8 subarticle 1-8 and article 3-A. 

[0 Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated 
[rom the General Fuud to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

12 
1990-91 

14 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,. 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

DEPARTMENT OF 

Water Quality Cuntrol 

All Other 

Provides funds for anticipated 
public hearing casts. 

FISCAL NOTE 

$1,000 

Enactment of this legislation .would require a General Fund 
28 appropriation to the Department of Environmental Protection 

(Water Quality Control, Acct.i01530. 4) in the amount of $1, 000 
30 for fiscal year 1990-91. This appropriation would provide funds 

for anticipated public hearing costs associated with setting up 
32 coastal watershed districts. The above mentioned costs are based 

on one public hearing per year and all staff time expenses will 
34 be absorbed by the Bepartment of Environmental Protection 

utilizing existing resources.' 
36 

STA TEMENT OF FACT 
38 

This nmennment changes the original bill to remove li'lngnage 
40 on the administration of the coastal watershed district. 

IllsI:ead, all administrative matters for coastal watershed 
42 districts will be handled pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 38, chapter 23; which details the administration of 
44 watershed districts'. Additional trustees, representing sanitary 

and sewer districts, also are allowed. 
46 

The amendment plso requires a caastal watershed district ta 
48 resalve any jurisdictianal prablems with existing watershed 

districts priar ta formatian. 
50 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. /1 .. to H.P. 1438, L.D. 2008 

The scope of coastal watershed districts is expanded in this 
2 amendment to include bays and other coastal waters. This 

amendment also removes a provision for giving these districts 
4 authority for coordinating surface water use in deference to the 

role of harbor masters. 
6 

Finally, this amendment adds a fiscal note to cover public 
8 hearing expenses. 

Reported by the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
2/1/90 (Filing No. H-751) 
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