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114th MAl ELEGISLATU 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION as 1990 

Legislative Document No. 2007 

H.P. 1437 House of Representatives, December 20, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 20, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and 1600 ordered printed 
pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

?d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative NUTTING of Leeds. 
Cosponsored by Senator CLARK of Cumberland, Representative MAHANY of 

Easton and Representative CARROLL of Gray. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUND RED AND NINETY 

An Act to Strengthen and Fund Organic Food Certification in Maine. 
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De it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foUows: 

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §553, sub-§ [, 1[A, as amended by PL 1985, c . 
329, §2, is further amended to read: 

A. A raw agricultural commodity. Microbiological products, 
botanical pesticides and materials eeBsis~iB§ whose active 
.ingre!lients consist only of, or are derived or extracted 
solely from, plant, animal or mineral-bearing rock 
substances may be used in the production, storing, 
processing or packaging of raw agr icul tural commodi ties in 
order to meet the requirements of this paragraph. For the 
purposes of this subsection, "synthetically compounded" 
means those products formulated by a process which 
chemically changes a material or substance extracted from 
naturally occurring plant, animal or mineral sources, 
excepting microbiological processes. Microbiological 
products shall include, but are not limited to, raw manures, 
compos ted manures and inoculants and shall exclude 
chemically contaminated and uncomposted sludge. Botanical 
products shall include, but are not limited to, rotenone, 
ryania, pyrethrum, ground tobacco stems and leaves and other 
pesticides of plant origin; 

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §553, sub-§l, lID, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
26 240, §l, is amended to read: 
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D. Meat, poultry or fish produced without the use of any 
chemical or drug to stimulate or regulate growth or 
tenderness and without any drug or antibiotic administered 
or introduced to the animal by injection or ingestion, 
excgp~int~£nal ___ parasiticides for severe infection that 
5,;J=H.lJ1Pt be treated another way, provided the wi thdrawal 
p.er_iQ..g __ ~§.--J!!.LIJQ..l~~I. unless prescribed by a veterinarian or 
extension specialist for treatment of a specific disease or 
malady and in no event administered or introduced within 90 
days of the slaughter of the animal; at least the final 60% 
of the sale weight of each animal, bird or fish must have 
been raised on feed which is a raw agricultural commodity 
which complies with the requirements of paragraph A; or 

42 Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated 
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 
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1990-91 

46 
AGlIUClJILTURE, FOOD AND RURAIL 

48 RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF 

so All Other $16,360 
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Provides funds for a $16,360 grant to a 
private organization to perform services for 
the certification of organic food in this 
State. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill amends the existing law to allow practices and 
10 materials considered to be organic in the agricultural 

community. It also provides funding for a private organization 
12 to provide certification services to the State. Both the changes 

to the law and funding for certification will foster new entries 
14 to the organic agriculture industry of the State. 
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