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114th MAl L GISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION = 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1989 

S.P. 764 In Senate, December 18, 1989 

Submitted by the Department of Public Safety pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 18, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Transportation and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator GOULD of Waldo. 

f5ty~d}'~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Representative McPHERSON of Eliot, Representative HUSSEY of 
Milo and Representative MOHOLLAND of Princeton. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act Concerning the Motor Carrier Representative Agents. 



He if enacf.ed by the People of the Stale of Maine as follows: 
2 

29 MRSA §2712. 3rd en is enacted to read: 
4 

RQ!;,}.'{J th.G...tanc,!!..illL.-1.'l.tle 4, sE;l"ction 807--L-iLL~f,Lident agent or 
Ii repres.ent.9-J:iv~~~h.9s been appointed gursuant to this sectJ.9Jl 

.au(l. wh~i_s.-1)..ot 8,n attorney, may represent a motor carrier before 
8 A..:.JLJ..QlatJon.l? clerk und~:u;:._Tit.l!L~~ction· 164, sl.J..!.:>sectio.p._~..L.9r 

.Cl.k_Q.ll._arrg,.ignmeut proceeding when the charge is for a violation 
10 of this Ti tle. 

12 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

14 

A motor carrier is required to appoint a resident agent or 
16 representative in order to obtain a permit to operate. The 

resident agents or representatives have traditionally entered 
113 [,.Lens ill Distlict Courl for the motor carriers for weiqllt 

violntiouf>. Recently, lhe courts have disallowed such 
20 I p.l:'resentat.i.on by resident. agents because of a decision issued by 

the MRine Supreme Judicial Court., Land Managem~n~.!L~-,_ 

22 l.lE;!p.9-.r.tment of Environment.al Prot.ection et. a..L 368 A.2cl. 602 
(1977) • The court held t.hat a corporation could not. be 

24 representecl before the courts by a person who is not authorized 
t.o pr.actice law. 

26 

20 

30 

32 

This bill makes it clear that resident agents or 
representatives may enter a guilty plea and pay a fine t.o the 
violations clerk of the District Court. or enter a plea at. an 
arraignment proceecling on behalf of a motor carrier for a 
violat.ion of the Maine Revised St.atutes, Title 29. 
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