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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1983 

S.P. 758 In Senate, December 18, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 18, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant 
to Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator CAHILL of Sagadahoc. 

9y!}({J'~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

. Cosponsored by Senator GAUVREAU of Androscoggin, Representative CLARK of 
Brunswick and Representative CARROLL of Gray. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUND RED AND NINETY 

An Act to Enhance Access to Prenatal Care in U nderserved Areas. 

(EM ERG EN CY) 



2 
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Emergency preamble .. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies: and 

Whereas, lack of access to obstetrical care is -a very severe 
6 problem in some areas of the State: and 

8 Whereas~ Medicaid recipients have greater difficulty 
sp.cueing pieil~tal care than other area ·reside~lts because some 

10 ubstetricians will not serve such patients: and 

12 Whercas. high quality prenatal care and case management 
Gervices can be provided by physician extenders such as nurse 

14 midwives, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants in a 
cLinical setting, with a physician overseeing the practice; and 

16 
Whereas, providing prenatal care and case management 

18 services in a clinical setting with physician extenders allows 
area physicians to deliver the babies of Medicaid recipients with 

20 good information about the patients' histories, thus ensuring the 
health of both mother and child: . and 

22 

Whereas, in the judgment of. the Legislature, these facts 
24 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
26 up.cessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety: now, therefore, 
28 

He itemnded by the People of the State of Manne as follows: 
30 

ApU)Q"OB)riat.ion. The following funds are appropriated from 
32 the General Fuud to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

34 1990·91 

J6 HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF 

38 Medical Care - Payments 
'.oI'roviders 

40 

42 

44 

46 

All Other 

Provides .funds to <:levelop a clinic or 
cliri.;ics; to ,offer prenata:l services to 
MedIcaid recipIents in one or more 
underserved areas of the State. 

$75,000 

41J EmcrgcD)cy("mD~e. III view· of the emergency. cited in the 
preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 
2 

This bill provides funds from the General Fund for one or 
4 m0re clinics to provide prenatal care for Medicaid recipients in 

underserved areas of the State. 
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