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114th MAl ELEGISL TURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1973 

H.P. 1421 House of Representatives, December 18, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 18, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Business Legislation and 1600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 
14. 

?d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative ADAMS of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Representative ALLEN of Washington, Senator BaST of 

Penobscot and Representative MARSH of West Gardiner. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Protect Consumer Privacy by Regulating Automated 
Telephone Solicitations. 
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Be it enacted by tine People of theState of Maine as follows: 

10 MRSA c. 223 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 223 

AUTOMATED TELEPHONE SOLICITATION 

J.O §J.~~t6_. __ 1}ut91J1~t~d telephone solici~~tion prohibited; exceptions; 
penalties 

12 
1. __ IJ~~JRi_tJ..o:p-,,_·l\.~_JJ.~.eq ..... iIL.t::.hi sJ;: . .Q..-9p..t.§,r.L-1!nJ.Jl..P.lL.the CO}l.texJ:. 

14 otl.ler:w.is_e_j,.n.c)i~~t.~.§.., __ "aut9J)J.ated telephone c.Qiling device" me_13-ns 
a.ny __ sY.9 . .l.e!l!~.f!_<LI,l.ipment that selec.ts, dials or calls telephone 

10 »wnbers and plays recorded messages to: 

10 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

A. Offer real proper~lliLods or services for sale or rentt 

B. C9.1.1"yI;!.~_nformation on real property, goods or services 
to solicit sales or purchase; 

~. Promote or solicit charitable contributions; 

D. Gather data or statistics or solicit information: and 

lL_prQ!11ote or otherwise use in connection with a political 
.9j~!J]PQig.!L.. 

30 .~.'!.. __ l:'rQ1J.~U.1~J,:j..9:P. A p.~_J;";:;.Q..I.1, partnerspip-<----.C..9Xp.9_rat.ip...!L...QI:. 
.c!J:"i.~.Qs:;iqJ;;i!).1!_I.nfl.L...1!9J~ ... ...,.use <;til automated telephone calling device to 

]2 ma.k.!Ll!lJ.?Jl.J.iG..,Lt::§d calls to: 

34 b, __ l)Jly_e!J.I~.rggJ.LCLJ~!~.1.gphoDe numbers in this State including.L. 
p..l!L..1.1Qt limited to, the emergency telephone numbers of any 

36 bQ§Qita~physician, health care facility, ambulance 
.service, or fire or law enforcement officer or facility: 

38 

40 

42 

B. Any paging or cellular phone within the State; or 

~_. __ AP.y""""JmJJ§.tedL...........l,lp.pu:Q.J.isl!.§d or toll-free long distance 
telephone nwnber within the State. 

44 3. Re.1ii.V;rict;:.ion. A person, paJ;".tnership, corporation or 
"l.~.s.Q.Qi...g.t.i9_I.L_!ilqy not use· ap. automated telephone calling device to 

46 !lJa)Le._ ... l,llt~ ... 9.1,i,dt.f!_';:L_s.9.1~1;._Q........£...n.Y.........telephone number· in· the State 
ex.ceI:'.L.weE;Lki!..-9Y.§....lJetwe~lLJJ90Il and. 7 p .m-'-l according.......!;;.!) the time in 

48 .th.i..s_~.t...C!te. In q!-Jdition, unsolicited automated calls must 
.d.i§",C;_u_.nIlec_t __ imm~diately following the disconnection of the 

50 le).eJ?1~9_IlJ~ .. _D-wnl:?er cal.l,ed. 
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2 ~::LublLcriper option. Annually, and to new subscribers l 
all_t.e),.!,!pJlOl.!~ cOIT)panieJ? doing business in the State must instruct 

4 .s.I,l]J.sJ.:rU.,)~rs how to notifY.-J.:he company if a subscriber does not 
Nish .. _1;9_Le_cei_y'~l,lnsolicited auto.mated calls. These instructions 

6 mllJ:;.U~!'L . .iIL-cle.9.r no_ntecjlll!cal lan.Y1l~e and allow a subscriber to 
expX_ELS_S that wish in writing or via telephone . 

. ~ .• __ r.J:_.i,m.~_.f~c.ig_.'l:j91at;..i9n. __ U.s_!;!--.Q~..Y....-.Q.u toma te d calling 
10 .l1ey.i.!;:~ __ tJl_at calls telephone numbers se.guentially and cannot 

J:1istiJ],gtd,.§~the teillhone numbers of those authorized to be 
12 .C.9J!t§,cted trOlL tho_~ILi.!:- is unlawful to contact is prima facie 

~vidence of intent to violate this section. 
14 

.Q..~{!J!:Q.tiQ..I;1S. This section does not prohibit the use of 
16 pn automated telephone calling device to: 

In 

20 

22 

A. Int"orm----P.urchasers of th.!L-I:..eceipt. availability or 
g~livery of goods or services or any other pertinent 
.inionnation on the status of any purchased goods or 
services; or 

B . __ Ee_~p.oRcL . .t~_Q_\;;S!~e.RhQne~nW_r"y-initi_q...t~_<L.:Py the per son 
24 to whom the automated telephone call is directed. 

2G1.. .. __ ~J!n~1.,ty_. ViolQ_tiOILQ.f this se_ction is a <;;ivil offense 
Jox_wllicl1-..<!"_..PJ'lJl,a;Lt;.Y-..9.f up to .!Il500 for each offense may be 

28 .illljullgeu. Each unsolicited call is a separate offense. 

30 

32 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

34 

This bill restricts the use of automated sales and 
36 solicitation calls within Maine by limiting the hours these calls 

may be made, allowing people to opt not to receive these calls 
38 rtnc1 prohibiting such calls to providers of emergency and other 

services. 
40 
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