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114th MAIN LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1971 

H.P. 1419 House of Representatives', December 18, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Clerk of the House on December 18, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and 1600 ordered printed 
pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

?d(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative BURKE of Vassalboro. 
Cosponsored Representative CARROLL of Gray and Representative 

PENDLETON of Scarborough. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY· 

An Act to Ensure the Quality of Care for Mentally III and Mentally 
Retarded Individuals in the State. 

(EMERGENCY) 



2 

4 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the Department of Mental Heal th and Mental 
6 Ret.ardation has only one staff person responsible for licensing 

53 agencJes ,"with over 160 programs; ,and 
8 

Whereas, t.here arei"rfumerous 'unlicensed ··prov.i:ders of mental 
.lO heEd th services in Maine; ancl 

lzWhereas.the clepart.ment has been cited for failing to 
mnni.tor continuing licensee compliance with applicable laws and 

1.4 nIles, in violation of State law; and 

16 Whereas, the current licensing standards are general and, if 
strictly applied to all covered progrruns, could result in 

18 termination of contracts; and 

20 Whereas, the current licensing progrrun lacks the personnel 
to develop and implement a process of obtaining and monitoring a 

22 plan of compliance from licensed providers; ~rid 

24 

26 

20 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
creC1.te an eme.rgency within the meaning of the Constitution of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation' of the public peace, health and 
[~afety; "now, therefore, 

JO He H enacted by the People of the Stale of Manne as follows: 

J2 Appropriadifm. The following funds are appropriated from 
tbe General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

J6 
MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION, 

38 DEPARTMENT OF 

40 Administration:" Mental Health 
and Mental Retardation 

42 

'J4 

lJ(i 

41J 

50 

Positions 
Per~onal Services 
1\11 Other 

TOTAL 

Pruvides funds to establish 3 licensing and 
3 quality assurance positions to be 
responsible for annual surveys of all 
agencies and programs licensed by the 

Page 1-LR2788 (l) 

1989-90 

( 6 ) 

$160,000 
10,000 

$170,000 

( 

( 

c 



C) 

department, including obtaining plans of 
2 compliance and conducting monitoring and 

Iullow-up visits, promulgating, monitoring 
4 an(l implementing pl'oyrrun-specific standards 

Rllel monitoring and, when necessary, 
f:i performing quality assurance activities 

relative to all clients receiving services 
F! provided by individuals, programs or 

or9ClllizRt.ions receiving funds from the 
10 department. 

U Mental Health Services ~ Community 

14 

16 

18 

20 

24 

26 

All Other 

Provides funding in the amount of . 5~b of 
agency budget to mental health providers 
receiving Bureau of Mental Health funds to 
enable providers to perform sufficient 
':I:'18Ji ty assurance act.ivities to meet the 
requirements of the department. 

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH ANI!) MENTAL 
RETARDATION 
TOTAL 

$350,000 

$520,000 

Emeq~ency clause. In view of the emergency ci ted in the 
28 preorunble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 

30 

32 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

34 
This bill provides funels to the Department of Mental Health 

36 cmel Mental Retardation to create 6 positions to perform mandated 
licensing activities and sufficient quality assurance activities 

38 Lo ensure that recipients of services from providers who receive 
depRrtment funds are receiving services of sufficient quality. 

4() l"uml.i 119 JoG a 1so provided to providers to enable them to meet 
11epRrtment requirements. 

42 
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