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L.D. 1970

(Filing No. H-1067)

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'fé’" to H.P. 1418, L.D. 1970, Bill, "An
Act to Regain Full Use of Maine Waters through the Establishment

of Color Standards”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting

"clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its

place the following:
‘Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §414-C is enacted to read:

414~ lor llution control

1. Color pollution control: finding. The Legislature finds
that further, rigorous control of color, odor and foam pellutants
is consistent with modernization of the §State's ‘kraft pulp

"industry and that process __technologies "to - accomplish this

objective will enhance the competitive position of this industry.

2. Best practicable treatment:; color pollution. For the
Ipos £ ion 414-A u ion 1 ragraph D "bes

r i 1 r nt" for lor 1 i ntrol fer discharges

of color pollutants from the kraft pulping process is:

A For discharges 1li n' nd in exi n rior to Jul
1, 1 22 n r 1 £ lor 11 n r n of
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/9" to H.P. 1418, L.D. 1970

Alternati m s of 1i A dischar u
this section is not in violation of this section if it is in
compliance with the water gquality standards for color pollution
under section 465.

4. Schedule of compliance. No standard for color pollution
control established under subsection 2, paragraph A or section
465 applies  prior to July 1, 1993, The commissioner may

ish h le for complian with those provisions. The

1 m hor r i 1 n h mmissioner

may not establish a schedule that extends beyond July 1, 1995.

The commissioner may establish interim and final dates for

compliance, The commissioner shall base the schedules on a
nsideration of:

A. The technological feasibility, availability of equipment

n nomic im f th n bo for compliance:;

and

h im £ h ischar n h xistin nd

raqgr A r i in ‘any. - cf w r th
uentl nter h £f h 13 f th te's
w T iol he w r 1li r irements f the

6. Monitoring established: commissioner’'s report. The
commissioner shall incorporate. as part of the department's
ongoing water quality monitoring program, monitoring of color,
odor and foam pollutants, The commissioner shall report to the
joi ndi mm j igl i jurisdiction
over natural resource matters on the progress achieved to meet -
the requirements of this section. The commissioner shall
determine whether the standards established under this section
and section 465 permit the attainment of the designated uses of

h rf w Is r ivi isch from kraf lp mills.
If th ign S are n in in h mmissioner
shall recommend standards sufficient to attain these uses and an

estimate of any further costs required to implement the

recommended standards. As part of this report, the commigsioner

shall hold hearings within each river basin affected by the
discharge of color, odor and foam pollutants. The report must be
given to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over n ral r r matter n or before Januar

1 1994 n riodicall reafter r f he review
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬁ" to H.P. 1418, L.D. 1970

f w r 1i 1 ifi ion nder ion 464 s ion
paragraph B,

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §464, sub-§4, fH is enacted to read:

H. Notwithstanding any provision of section 465, a
discharge in compliance with the provisions of section
414-C, subsection 2, meets the water quality standards for
color pollutants.

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §465, sub-§3, §C, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
698, §15, is amended to read:

C. Discharges to Class B waters shall may not cause adverse
impact to aquatic 1life in that the receiving waters shaii
must be of sufficient quality to support all aquatic species
indigenous to the receiving water without detrimental
changes in the resident biological community. An individual

w i m n incr h lor 1 B

water by more than 17 c¢olor pollution units. The total
incr in lor llution wuni au all discharges

to B w r m 1 han 34 lor llution
nits. '

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §465, sub-§4, YC, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
698, §15, is amended to read:

C. Discharges to Class C waters may cause some changes to
aquatic life, provided that the receiving waters shail--Dbe
are of sufficient quality to support all species of fish
indigenous to the receiving waters and maintain the
structure and function of the resident biological

community. An indivi 1l w ischar m n increase
h lor of 1 w r mor han 2 lor pollution
units. T l incr in 1 lution uni sed
by. all discharges to a Class € water must be less than 40

r
color pollution units,
Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §466, sub-§§2-A and 9-C are enacted to read:

2-A. lor llution i “"Color llution unit' means

that measure of water color derived from comparison with a

ndard m r r r rdin h ifi ions of th

current edition of "Standard Methods for Examination of Water and

W water," h nited Environmental

Protection Agency, or an equivalent measure.

= r n ure. "Pounds per ton"
means the unit for measurement of color in the discharge from the

production of wood pulp. The numerator of this wunit is the
pr f the n r of lor llution uni multiplied by 8,34
multipli h vol f ffluen ischar m r in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/}'t@ H.P. 1418, L.D. 1970

millions of gallons. The denominator of this unit is measured in
tons of actual production of unbleached wood pulp as measured on

n air dri i

FISCAL NOTE

It is anticipated that any costs associated with this
legislation would be absorbed by the Department of Environmental
Protection utilizing existing resources.'

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this amendment is to reduce color, odor and
foam pollution in the State's rivers by establishing a best
practicable treatment standard for new and existing mills and by
establishing individual and cumulative color pollution ambient
water quality standards for wastewater discharges into surface
waters. This amendment establishes July 1, 1993, as the deadline
for compliance with these new standards and provides for
conditional extensions for compliance until July 1, 1995.

This amendment will allow implementation of the requirements
of existing law that direct the Board of Environmental Protection
to deny a license to any waste water discharge "which imparts
color... which cause(s) those waters to be unsuitable for the
designated uses and characteristics ascribed to their class.”

Reported by Report A of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

House
4/5/90

(Filing No. H-1067)
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