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114th MAl LEGISLA TURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1941 

S.P.737 In Senate, December 14, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 14, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to 
Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator KANY of Kennebec. 

9t!}d}"~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Representative COLES of Harpswell, Representative MITCHELL of 
Freeport and Senator HOLLOWAY of Lincoln. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

An Act to Amend Certain Provisions of the .Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste 
Authority Act. 

(EMERGENCY) 
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Emergency preamble. :.:v,vhe.·eas, Acts 
iJecome effective until 9.Cn: q.iy s':'·;after 

, ., ~, .: " . 
as emergencies; and 

of the Legislature do not 
adjourmnent unless enacted 

Wheu"eas, the Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste Authority 
6 desires to amend certain portions of the Maine Low-level 

Radioactive Waste Authority Act: and 

m~ke;~ '.no pt~v;i~ioP. ':for:.' t~e :!;l~s.Pa:S'i£;iO* 
13 " .' :::; ~: ••. .1 ,~-

:? !". ;"W'n~eD~~as~ t:he Actc of 
10 the proper ty of the authority when the authority ceases to 

function: and 
12 

·:Whereas, 't:.he .. Act .contains no provision, :fbr:a r.eferendum vote 
14 in an unorganized t~wnship withna i~h~bit~~t~: and" 

16 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature; these:, facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Const.itution of 

18 Maine and require the following legislation as Immediately 
.'. liece!ssary for' the preservation of the public peace, health and 

20 safety; now. therefore, 

22 Be if enacted by t,he PeOI)le of the State of Mailllle as follows: 
: ! .' • 
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Sec. 1. 38MRSA§1522, as enacted 'by PL 1987~ c. 530, §4,'is 
amended to read: 

§1522.Property 

All. property of the authority and all property held in the 
.', ilame 'of': the State pursuant to this chapter shall be exempt from 

, l'evy arid sale by virtue of any execution, and no execution or 
other judicial process may be a lien upon, its property held, 
pursuant to this chapter: provided that theauthod.ty sh'all not' 
lease:; seli" or 'otherwise convey any' of its real or personal 
property or easements: in property, 'franchises, buildings or 
structures, except that the authority may permit the erection or 
installation, ,of electric power, telegraph, telephone, water, 
sewer or pipeline facilities. At tbe time of terminatio~ of the 
_9.),lJ:;.l.!orit;y~:Ll----lll.QP'erty of the authority. shall revert to the 
S.tg.t.~_an(L.Ji.b.al~be ,...Q.Q!v:;ir;lerl,;1d state property for alLp,jllru>s§.9...!.. 
The--'&Jlislature sha:ii~'d~tebnink any further disposition of such 

42 Q,f...Qperty. 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

§4, 
Sec. 2.J~:N,1rRSA:§1527.,·s~b';§3', a~Ema~tedby PL 1987, c. 

is amendeh td r~~d:' : ','. :' ' 
530, 

.,3. ,l.ocal·, participation in siting decision. Within 60 . days 
of the final selection by the authority of the low-level waste 

: disp;o'~aifat1n ty;;~'i1::e;: ti:i:egb'v'erni~'g;' 'JJodir ': de th~ m~rii6ip"a:li ty 
where the facility is to be located, or the SecretaIy:dCSb:\-'t~ in 
the case of an unorganized township, shall hold an election for 
the purpose of approving the site. Unless 60'1-0 of the voters 
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casting ballots in the election approve of the authority's site 
2 location decision, the authority shall not locate the facility 

wi thin the municipality or territory. .!L........t.h~---1!..I19--.r.gj'l.nized 

4 _townshi.!L--i-s uninhabited, the voters shall be those individuals 
Kl].9~:;;id.~ __ i~hj:! county where the unorq.anized township is 

G located and shall vote on behalf of that unorganized township. 

8 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 

10 

12 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

14 
This hill amends the Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste 

16 Author i ty Act by providing that all of the property acquired by 
the Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste Authority shall become 

18 state property when the authority ceases its operations. 
Additionally, the bill amends the. local referendum provision of 

20 the law by requirjng a countywide vote when an unorganized 
township with no inhabitants has been selected as a disposal 

22 facility site. 
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