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JOY J. O'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator BUSTIN of Kennebec.
Cosponsored by Senator BRANNIGAN of Cumberland, Representative BURKE of

Vassalboro and Representative PARADIS of Augusta.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY

‘An Act Related to Smoking in Facilities for the Mentally II1.
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iVVh‘rea& Acts of the Legislature do not
s after adjournment unless enacted

Emergency preamble.
become effective until 90
as emergencies; and

Whereas, in November 1989 the State put into effect a law
banning smoking in hospitals; and

VVherea% forisome 1nd1v1duals 11v1ng 1n the Stat

“health institutes, this effectlvely PrOhlbltS smoking in their

home; and

VVhereas,‘thls .could .mean  .an. -increase. _in-nthe need to
institute seclusion ‘and’ restralnt procedures as -smoking patients
are deprived of their right to smoke; and R ' :

Whereas, these individuals do not have the ab111ty to go
home or to another location in order to smoke; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts

create an emergency within the meaning of .the Constitution of

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore, | R

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
22 MRSA §1580-B, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4. Smoking in state mental health ingtitutes. Residents of

tate mental health institutes may smoke tobacco in a designated
smoking area until February 14, 1992. Institutes housing

individuals who are mentally 3il) shall design and. implement

smoking cessation programs to help  residents - in meeting - the
February 14, 1992 prohibition on smoking.

192}

!

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

- The purpose of this bill is to allow time for the
1mp1ementallon of smoking cessation programs for residents of
state mental: health institutes ‘before imposing :a :smoking.. ban.
This bill establishes a February 14, 1992 prohibition on smoking
in state mental health institutes and requires that smoking

~cessation programs be offered to residents.
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