
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



( 

114th MAl ELEGISLATU E 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1898 

S.P.723 In Senate, December 12, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 12, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Human Resources and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator BUSTIN of Kennebec. 

9y/J-dJ'~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Senator BRANNIGAN of Cumberland, Representative BURKE of 
Vassalboro and Representative PARADIS of Augusta. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

. An Act Related to Smoking in Facilities for the Mentally Ill. 

(EMERGENCY) 
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Emergency preambDe.':;Wherea~,. Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90;,.tt~ys : after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies; and 

Whereas, in November 1989 the State put into effect a law 
banning smoking in hospitals; and 

'Wbereas, f6r'-sbm~i~H:l:ividua~si' livihg ,in i-ti~ qtatei9 'me~ntal 
healt.h -in~titutes,'i:.his effectively pr~hibit.s 'smokin'g in their 
home; and 

. ""lhereas, . thJs ,COlll<:l mean ,an. -increi3.se ,_ in the need to 
institute seClusi~nand restraint ptocedurE!sas sm6klng patients 
are deprived of their right to smoke; and 

Whereas, these individuals do not have the 'ability' to go 
home or to another location in order to smoke; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the, Constitution' of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, ·heal thand 
safety: now, therefore, 

Be it enacted lJy tDle !People of tlhe State of Maine as follows: 

22 MRSA §1580-B, su.IJ-§4 is enacted to read: 

~glQl!:j,P'-9_j,_ILI!..t!!t.fL..m!,!ntJll he~J.t.P i.!lJL~.it.JJtes. Residents oi 
E..t,1'!J;,e mental health institutes may smoke tobacco in a designated 
AI!!..Q)'Li!l..Y--.Q.Iea until February 14, 1992. Insti tutes housing 
i.J~dividuals who are mentally ill shall design and. implement 
_s.m.R.Jci!~~_~,~_~<;LtiQll..-PI-..Qgr8Jn~Q help residents in meeting the 
February 14, 1992 prOhibition on smoking. 

Emeq~eU1cy clau.se. In view of the emergency cited in the 
pr'eamble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bill is to allow time for the 
implementation of smoking cessation programs for residents of 
st.ate menta;L ,h~alth institutes before imposing., a smoking , ban. 
This bill establishes a February 14, 1992 prohibition on smoking 
in state mental health institutes and requires that smoking 
cessation programs be offered to residents. 
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