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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1990 

Legislative Document No. 1889 

S.P. 712 In Senate, December 11, 1989 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to 
Joint Rule 26. 

Received by the Secretary of the Senate on December 11, 1989. Referred to the 
Committee on Human Resources and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

Presented by Senator GAUVREAU of Androscoggin. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY 

9y!JdJ·~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

An Act to Clarify and Improve the General Assistance Laws. 



JJe it enacted lJy the PeopDe of the State of Maine as foHows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4JOl, s .. IJ~§6, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 577, 
4 Sl, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

6 .~ .• --1!o~!>.!i!!lol.9. "~9usehold" llJea~s an individual or a grol!Q 
.Qf individuals who share a dwelling unit or other basic 

8 J!~S~.§sities. When an applicr;mt shares a basic necessity, such as 
'l~ot!si.!!g~iJJ.\_i;w,~ or more individuals, el,igible appiicants sbal.! 

10 receive--P,p_§.Lsl:;.ill.LGe for th.§~~rat-,!.-pJ1are~he cost of the 
J?.9.sic necessity aCQorging to the maximum levels of assistance or 

12 .tJL~,~of obtaining an al ternati ve. The inco!!l~ of household 
mel!lQ.e'rs·Iiot legally liable· for supportiI].g· the household mus t be 

14 .GQJlI"Lig.ered as available to the applicant only when there is a 
pooling of income. 

16 
. Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §4301, si.DIJ~§7, as amended by PL 1985, c. 489, 

18 §§l and 14, is further amended to read: 

20 

22 

24 

26. 

28 

30 

7. Income. "Income" means any form of income in cash or in 
kind received by the household, including net remuneration for 
serv.i.ces performed, any payments received as an annuity, 
retirement 01' disability benefits, veterans I pensions, workers' 
compensatiun, unern.l!loyment benefits, benefits under any state or 
federal categorical assistance program, supplemental security 
income, social security and any other payments from governmental 
sources, unless specifically prohibited by any law or regulation, 
'court ordered SUPP01-t payments, income from pension or trust 
funds and household income from any other source, including 
relatives or unrelated household members. 

32 The following items are not available within the meaning of this 
subsection and subsection 10: 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. Income property, tools 
enti tlement specifically treated 
or federal law; 

of trade, governmental 
as exempt assets by state 

B. Actual work-related expenses, whether itemized or by 
standard deduction, such as taxes, retirement fund 
contributions, .union. dues, transportation costs to and from 
work, special equipment costs and child care expenses; or 

C. IncrJiTie' of children below the age cif 18 yeRrs who are 
fulL:-::t;:.i!l1e stuc:lents and who ,are not wor,kiIlg,ful.l, time. 

In determining need, the period of time used as a basis for the 
cRlculaL.Lon shall be a 30-day period commencing on the date of 

"the application. ±ae--€~-i.£l.e.£&-i-0R This prospective calculation 
shall not disqualify an applicant who has exhausted a~s income to 
purchase basic necessities, provided that a~6 that. income does 
not exceed the income standards established by the municipality. 
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NQJ-l'!_!.thl2.!;:andin9-.this prosp!:L<;;tive calculation, if an ap.Q.licant or 
_rec..i.Uent receives a lump s~ayment after an initial 
_a.vplicgtion, that---P.9-ymerit must be prorated over future month!;;..!.. 
TIUL....J2eriod of proration must be determined by dividing tIle lwn,g. 
JiWJ1---1?qyJJUW_t by the maximum leve:).s of assistance applicable to 
..\;.hgt househo+d on a monthly basis. TIle prorated sum for each 
month must be considered available to the household during the 

8 period of proration. 

10 Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §4301, sub-§8-A is enacted to read: 

12 JJ-:-~._. _~Y!IIJL.§U11'-'p.a.Yl!1~m~. "Lum~_®1I!!ent" mj:!ans a one-t.i!!!g 
9r._tyvicC!.:)'lY.-...nQnrecul~.r_.ilm... swn of ITlon§L..i.ssuE;!A-.t..~_ household 

14 lIl~mbex~udng--1L.J?!:!xio~Q_f~lJ..9.ip.ility_, Examples of IJJfDP..--..QJ,llTI 

p9.1'm.§.uJ:s __ a,{~ithout limitat,ioI)., retroactive or settleJIl..ent 
16 P..9J,:..tj..9n_~---.9% __ SO~LgJ~curitY-. benefits, workers I com..Q.E;!nsatio.n 

VAYm~J!..tS-,--1!;nemplo1I!!ent benefits, disability income..! veterans I 

1 U bE!.ne.[ i!:s_, .. _sJl..Y..E!. .. I;:.9n~_l?-'ll--l;lgne fJ ts , __ QL--!!LQ1!~_E;!_C;j:! i VE;! .. 9--..tx..om 
jl!lJe .. ritanGE!. .. 5.J. lottel~llninys, p"ersonal injury awards, property 

20dam.QgJ~._c_LgjJ!!.~~i.yorce sE;!ttlements. A lump sum pa1I!!ent 
iI1_G .. Judes o.!).ly the amount of money available to the applicant 

22 .atl_~.gXille)lts of required deductions have been made from the 
gross lwnp sum pa1I!!ent. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill clarifies the definition of "household" in the 
':Jeneral assistance laws. It also makes it clear that an eligible 
applicant from a household that contains noneligible individuals 
is enti tIed to a pro rata share of basic necessi ties calculated 
in relAtion to the maximum levels of assistance established in 
the relevant municipal ordinance. This bill also requires that 
income in the form of ltunp sum payments be prorated across a 
period of time during which the income will be treated as 
available to the individual. 
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