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STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY

An Act to Facilitate the Admission and Treatment of Involuntary
Patients by Community-based Mental Health Institutions.
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Be it enacted by the Peopﬂe,ﬂf the State of Maine as follows:

34-B MRSA §3861, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 459, §7,

is amended to read:

1. Nonstate mental bealth institution. The chief
administrative officer of a nonstate mental health institution
may receive for observation, diagnosis, care and treatment in the
institution any person whose admission is applied for under any

of the procedures in this subchapter. The institution, any.

person contracting with the facility and any of its employees
when admitting, treating or discharging. a patient admitted under
the provisions of section 3863 pursuant to a contract with the
Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation shall be
deemed to be state employees or state agencies for the purposes
of immunity and liability.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is  to amend the current civil
commitment law to. facilitate the admission of involuntary
patients to community hospitals with psychiatric units in order
to relieve. overcrowding K at state mental health institutions.
This bill extends the protections of the Maine Tort Claims Act,
the Maine "Revised Statutes, Title 14, chapter 741, to the
hospital, its agents and employees when the facility receives
patients involuntarily committed under the provisions of Title
34-B. The protection, which provides a $300,000 1limit to the
amount a patient could receive in a lawsuit against a treating
professional or the hospital, extends to the admission, treatment
and discharge of the involuntary patient. This protection places
the hospital and its employees 'in the same position as
professionals -employed by the State at the Augusta Mental Health
Institute and the Bangor Mental Health Institute.
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