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L.D. 1768

(Filing No. H-gg5 )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?” to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768, Bill, "An
Act Authorizing a Referendum to Ratify a Contract for the
Disposal of Low-level Radioactive Waste"

Amend the bill in the emergency preamble in the 2nd
paragraph, in the first line (page 1, line 5 in L.D.) by striking
out the following: "executed” and inserting in its place the
following: 'negotiated’

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in
its place the following:

'Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §1529 is enacted to read:

29. P n Rocky M in w-level Radi ive
Waste Board
1. Payments by generators. All generators of low-level

radioactive waste that shipped low-level radicactive waste oqut of
State for disposal i the previous calendar year shall pay
assessments to the authority as calculated under subsection 3, in
accordance with a contract between the Governor and the member

states of the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radiocactive Waste Board
ly approved by referendum.

2. Ba ments. Base s ments shall be made as
follows.

A. The authority shall assess all generators of low-level
radicactive waste in this State that ghipped low-level
radicactive waste out of State for disposal in the last
calendar year based on the formula in subsection 3.
paragraph A, Each generator assessed shall make payment
within 30 days.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'ﬂ" to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768

B. Paymen amounts hall be ransmitted he Rocky
Mountain Low-level Radigactive Waste Board as follows, on or
before:

(1)  January 1, 1990, the sum of $168,750:

(2) January 1, 1991, the sum of $168,750; and

(3) January 1, 1992, the sum of $168,750.

. ner r men n nti ments . Th nerator
assessment and entitlement for each generator covered under this
section shall be calculated as follows.

A. _Each ner r shall d rtion of th s
assessment based on the amount of 1low-level radicactive
w hi d h ner r in th revi lendar
ivi h low-level radi iv
w i m_th in revi len
mul h f 51 7

Each gen grator shall receive an entitlement to ship

w-lev iv w wi rther men
uggg this section based on the amount of low-level
r ive w hi n i revi
cglgnggg year, multiplied by a fraction, the numerator of
w i 7 mi whi i 1
volume of low-level rgg igactive waste shipped from the State
in_th revi len r.
he men hall in addition n her charges axes
r har h m im n n r r broker f
w-lev radi i w h i 1 f low-level
radiocactive waste at any region i facility. The
uthori hall k l n r action includin legal
i r v men from low-level
enerator hippin w u f for disposal. The
i m r ir iti 1 men from ner r
der thi ion m he financi T irements of
the ;Qgsrg t. TQ1§ additional assessment shall be refunded upon
a f _previou unpaid base assessments. If a generator
_gg___g;_ggx_;gg_gggg_g§§g§§_gnt for the current year within 30

days of the assessment, that generator's entitlement shall be

withdrawn and reall

4. Additional assessments. After a generator has shipped
low-level radigactive waste in excess of that generator's
entitlement under subsection 3, paragraph B, the authority shall

e h ner r r i f for n itional

volume shipped, to be paid within 30 days. This assessment shall
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'ﬂ" to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768

be made in addition to any other charges, taxes or surcharges

h m im ner r r roker f _low-level
radiocactive waste for the disposal of low-level radigactive waste
any regional di 1l facility,

Rocky Mountain ntrac un n hall i l reven
received under this section in that account. The authority shall
keep these revenuyes separate from all other accounts, using them
solely for compensating the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive -
W Boar in rdan wi ntr referr in
subsection 1. Upon termination of the contract and after payment

£ n n w n reimbursemen for h hority’
reasonable administrative costs, any surplus remaining in the
Rocky Mountain n coun hall r rned pro r h
enerators th aid essmen in h ccoun

5. Segregation of accounts. The authority shall establish

Sec. 2. Disposal contract with Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive
Waste Board. The Legislature ratifies, endorses and recommends
for approval by a majority of the voters in accordance with the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 1494, a contract
between the State and the member states of the Rocky Mountain
Low-level Radioactive Waste Board for access to facilities for
the disposal of all low-level radioactive waste generated in the
State and for which the state is responsible for the period
beginning January 1, 1990, and ending December 31, 1992.

Sec. 3. Referendum for ratification; submission at statewide election:
form of question: effective date. This Act shall be submitted to the
legal voters of the State of Maine pursuant to the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 38, section 1494 at a statewide election to be
held on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November
following passage of this Act. The city aldermen, town selectmen
and plantation assessors of this State shall notify the
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations. to
meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide
election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this contract
by voting on the following question:

"Do you approve of the agreement for the disposal of
low-level radioactive waste proposed to be made with the
Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste Board whose
member states are Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and Wyoming
for disposal of low-level radioactive waste at an existing
facility in Beatty, Nevada?”

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall
vote by ballot on this question, and shall designate their choice
by a cross or check mark placed within a corresponding square
below the word "Yes"” or "No." The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "’;" to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768

meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same
manner as votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor
shall review the returns and, if it appears that a majority of
the legal voters are in favor of the contract, the Governor shall
proclaim that fact without delay, and the contract shall become
effective 30 days after the date of the proclamation.

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each
city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this
Act necessary to carry out the purpose of this referendum.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, sections 2 and 3 of this Act shall take effect when
approved. Section 1 of this Act shall take effect 30 days after
the Governor proclaims that a majority of the legal voters have
voted in favor of the contract.

FISCAL NOTE

Enactment of this legislation could result in specified
payments to the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste Board
by the Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste Authority based on the
amount of low-level radioactive waste shipped by the generators.
Also, the estimated cost of sending this Act out to referendum
will wvary according to the total number of referenda. The
estimated cost to the Secretary of State if one to 6 referenda
are enacted is $88,000. Each additional referendum costs an
additional $5,300.°

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment clarifies the method of assessing fees for
the out-of-state disposal of low-level radiocactive waste. The
sums to be paid the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste
Board are changed to reflect the requirements of the contract.

This amendment also allows generators to dispose of their
waste at a lower fee on an equitable basis. The Maine Low-level
Radioactive Waste Authority 1is empowered to assess generators
additional fees to meet the financial requirements of the
contract, subject to reimbursement when previously unpaid base
assessments are recovered.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬁ" to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768

This amendment also rewords the referendum question to be
more consistent with statutory requirements and changes the
effective date of portions of the bill.

(92 )

Reported by the Committee on Taxation

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the
House

6/20/89 (Fiting No. H=-665)
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