
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

L.D. 1768 

(Filing No. H-665 ) 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENT A TIVES 

114TH LEGISLATURE 
FlRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/1,, to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768, Bill, "An 
Act Authorizing a Referendum to Ratify a Contract for the 

15 Disposal of Low-level Radioactive Waste" 

17 Amend the bill in the emergency preamble in the 2nd 
paragraph, in the first line (page 1, line 5 in L.D.) by striking 

19 out the following: "executed" and inserting in its place the 
following: 'negotiated' 

21 
Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the 

23 enacting clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in 
its place the following: 

25 
'Sec. 1. 38 MRSA § 1529 is enac ted to read: 

27 
§1529. Payments to the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive 

29 Waste Board 

31 1. Payments by generators. All generators of low-level 
£.a_Q..ioactive wa):Lte that shi--pped low-level radi~ve waStJL~Qll~J: 

33 State for disposal in the previous calendar year shall pay 
assessments to the authority as calculated under subsection 3, in 

3S accordance with a contract between the Governor and the member 
states of the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste Board 

37 duly approved by referendum. 

39 

41 

43 

45 

47 

2. Base assessments. Base assessments shall be made as 
follows. 

A. The authority shall assess all ge~tQrs of low-level 
radioactive waste in this State that shipped low-level 
radioactive waste out of State for disposal in the last 
calendar year based on the formula in subsection 3, 
paragraph A. Each generator assessed shall make pa~nent 

within 30 days, 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT «~ .. to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768 

1 

B. Palmlen!; amoun!;s :lhgll be !;rgn:lmiUed !;Q !;he Rocky 
3 MQun!;ain Low-level RadiQac!;ive Wa~!;~ BQard as fQIIQws, on or 

before: 
5 

(1) January 1 , 1990, !;he Sum of $168,750; 
7 

( 2) January 1, 199L the Sum of $168,750; and 
9 

(3) J:s;ln!'!'s;lry I, 1222, !;h~ :lum Qf UQ~,75Q« 
11 

3. Geners;ltor assessments s;lnd entitlements. The genera!;or 
13 s;l:l:leSSment s;lnd entitlement for es;lch geners;ltor covered under thi:l 

section shgll be calc!.!,lated gS follows. 
15 

17 

19 

21 

23 

25 

27 

29 

31 

A. Each geners;l!;or shall be s;l:l:le:l:led s;l porHon of !;he bs;lse 
s;l:lSe:l:lment bs;lsed on the amo!.!,nt of low level rs;ldios;lctive 
waste shipped by that geners;l!;or in !;he previo!.!,s cs;llends;lr 
year. divided by the total amount of low-level radios;lctive 
Ws;l:lte shipped from the State in the previou:l calends;lr yeu 
s;lnd multiplied by !;he Sum of $168,750. 

B. Es;lCh geners;l!;or :lhs;lll receive an enti!;lement !;o ship 
low-level radios;lctive ws;lste without further s;lS:le:l:lmen!;:l 
under !;hi:l :lec!;ion bs;lsed on !;he amoun!; of low-level 
rs;ldios;lctive ws;lste :lhipped by that generator in the previo!'!':l 
cs;llendar yes;lr, muHiplied by s;l frs;lction, !;he nwnera!;or of 
which is 3750 s;lnd the denominator of which i:l the !;ots;ll 
volwne of low-level radioactive waste shipped from the Sta!;e 
in !;he previous cs;llendar yes;lr. 

The s;l:l:le:l:lment:l :lhs;lll be in s;lddition !;o s;lny o!;her chs;lrges, !;axes 
33 or surcharges tha!; ms;ly be imposed on generators or brokers Qf 

low-level radios;lctiye waste for the disposal of low-level 
35 radios;lctive ws;lste s;lt s;lny regions;ll disPQ:ls;ll fs;lcility. The 

s;luthori!;y :lhall !;s;lke s;lll neCeS:ls;lry action, including legal 
37 s;lction, tQ reCQver such as:le:l:lment:l frQm s;lll low-level ws;l:lte 

generator:l :lhipping ws;l:lte ou!; Qf S!;s;l!;e for di:lpo:lal. The 
39 s;luthority ms;ly require additions;ll assessments from geners;ltor:l 

s;l:l:le:lsed !.!,nder thi:l :lec!;ion !;o meet the fins;lncial requiremen!;s of 
41 !;he contrs;lc!;. Thi:l s;lddi!;ions;ll s;lSSe:l:lmen!; shs;lll be ref!.!,nded upon 

payment of previously unpaid bMe s;lS:le:l:lments. I f a gener..at.Q1: 
43 dQes not Ps;lY the ba:le M:le:l:lmen!; for the curren!; yes;lr wi!;hin 3Q 

ds;lY:l of the s;lS:leSSment. that geners;ltor«:l entiUement :lhs;lll be 
45 withdrawn s;lnd res;lllocs;lted. 

47 4. Additional assessments. After a geners;l!;or ha:l :lhipped 
IQw-level rs;ldios;lcti,ve waste in excess Qf ths;lt geners;ltQr«:l 

49 entitlemen!; under subsec!;ion 3, paragraph B, the a!.!,!;hority shs;lll 
s;lS:le:l:l ths;lt geners;ltor $55 per cubic fQot for s;lny s;lddi!;ions;ll 

51 volwne shipped, to be paid wi!;hin 30 days. This gssessmen!; shall 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT l~" to H.P. 1272, L.D. 1768 

1 be made in addi tion to any other charges, taxes or surcharges 
that may be im~osed on generators or brokers of low-level 

3 radioactive waste for the dis~osal of low-level radioactive waste 
at any regional dis~osal facility. 

5 
5. Segregation of accounts. The authority shall establish 

7 a Rocky Mountain contract account and shall de~osit all revenues 
received under this section in that account. The authority shall 

9 kee~ these revenues se~arate from all other accounts, using them 
solely for com~ensating the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive 

11 Waste Board in accordance with the contract referred to in 
subsection 1. U~on termination of the contract and after ~ayment 

13 of any amounts owed, and reimbursement for the authority's 
reasonable administrative costs, any sur~lus remaining in the 

15 Rocky Mountain contract account shall be returned pro rata to the 
generators that paid assessments into the account. 

17 
Sec. 2. Disposal contract with Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive 

19 Waste Board. The Legislature ratifies, endorses and recommends 
for approval by a majority of the voters in accordance with the 

21 Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 1494, a contract 
between the State and the member states of the Rocky Mountain 

23 Low-level Radioactive Waste Board for access to facilities for 
the disposal of all low-level radioactive waste generated in the 

25 State and for which the state is responsible for the period 
beginning January 1, 1990, and ending December 31, 1992. 

27 
Sec. 3. Referendum for ratification; submission at statewide election: 

29 form of question: effective date. This Act shall be submitted to the 
legal voters of the State of Maine pursuant to the Maine Revised 

31 Statutes, Title 38, section 1494 at a statewide election to be 
held on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November 

33 following passage of this Act. The city aldermen, town selectmen 
and plantation assessors of this State shall notify the 

35 inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to 
meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide 

37 election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this contract 
by voting on the following question: 

39 
"Do you approve of the agreement for the disposal of 

41 low-level radioactive waste proposed to be made with the 
Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste Board whose 

43 member states are Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and Wyoming 
for disposal of low-level radioactive waste at an existing 

45 facility in Beatty, Nevada?" 

47 The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall 
vote by ballot on this question, and shall designate their choice 

49 by a cross or check mark placed within a corresponding square 
below the word "Yes" or "No." The ballots shall be received, 

51 sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ./1: to H.P. 1272. L.D. 176' 

2. meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same 
manner as votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor 

3 shall review the returns and. if it appears that a majority of 
the legal voters are in favor of the contract. the Governor shall 

5 proclaim that fact without delay, and the contract shall become 
effective 30 days after the date of the proclamation. 

7 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each 
9 city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this 

Act necessary to carry out the purpose of this referendUm. 
11 

Emergency clause. In Vlew of the emergency cited in the 
13 preamble. sections 2 and 3 of this Act shall take effect when 

approved. Section 1 of this Act shall take effect 30 days after 
15 the Governor proclaims that a majority of the legal voters have 

voted in favor of the contract. 
17 

19 FISCAL NOTE 

21 Enactment of this legislation could result in specified 
payments to the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste Board 

23 by the Maine Low-level Radioactive Waste Authority based on the 
amount of low-level radioactive waste shipped by the generators. 

25 Also. the estimated cost of sending this Act out to referendum 
will vary according to the total number of referenda. The 

27 estimated cost to the Secretary of State if one to 6 referenda 
are enacted is $88,000. Each additional referendum costs an 

29 additional $5,300.' 

31 

33 STATEMENT OF FACT 

35 
This amendment clarifies the method of assessing fees for 

37 the out-of-state disposal of low-level radioactive waste. The 
sums to be paid the Rocky Mountain Low-level Radioactive Waste 

39 Board are changed to reflect the requirements of the contract. 

41 This amendment also allows generators to dispose of their 
waste at a lower fee on an equitable basis. The Maine Low-level 

43 Radioactive Waste Authority is empowered to assess generators 
additional fees to meet the financial requirements of the 

45 contract, subject to reimbursement when previously unpaid base 
assessments are recovered. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. ~ .. to H.P. 1272. L.D. 176' 

1 
This amendment also rewords the referendum question to be 

3 more consistent with statutory requirements and changes the 
effective date of portions of the bill. 

Reported by the Committee on Taxation 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
6/20/89 (Filing No. H-665) 

Page 5-LR2418(2) 


