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L.D. 1666 

(Filing No. H-113Q 

STA TE 'OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

114TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 1199, 
to Establish the Department of Child and 

L.D. 1666, BilL 
Family Services" 

"An Act 

Amencl the bill by striking out everything after the title 
and before the statement of [act and inserting in its place the 
following: 

. Be if enm:ted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

PART A 

Sec. A-I. 5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§34-A is enacted to read: 

.3_4-A.~an 

Development 
Main~ 

b9Vi.S.Qll 
c.Q!!IJlti s s ion 
OIl Children 
£<09 Fam
ilies 

E.er 
Diem 
IDlQ 
Expenses 
for Mem
bers Who 
are not 
s.tate 
Employees 

Sec. A-2. 22-A MRSA is enacted to read: 

TITLE 22 A 

~. DEVEWPKENT 

PART 1 

ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 

CHAPTER 1 

DE...PAR"IMENT FOR CBILQREN AND FAMILIES 

Page l-LR2200(18) 



HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

2 SlOl. Definitions 

4 As used i.n this Part. unl.ess the context otherwise 
indicates. the followi.D.g terms have the following meanings. 

6 
J._. __ C~issi9ner. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of 

8 ~hildren and Families. 

10 ~ • __ Dep-artme~t-,, __ '_'QeQ.c;u: tnJfiL~mej;!AL-t~~PjU' J:m..!:tIl~-f 
.c.4ilill~(L.[g!!li.lll.S within the executive brgnch responsible for 

12 .9QJ.nipi§j;g"riIJ9--"l.I!lti.pJe mgjor prog.ilY!ls gnd multimillion do.llsu: 
budgets to serve children and families pursuant to provisions of 

14 state gnd federgl laws. 

16 3. In~_C;Plllmij;_~ioner. "Interim commission~lI1e..a.ns the 
Interim Commissioner of the Interim Administrative Division of 

18 QUldren and Fami1.ies. appointed by the Governor to carry out. the 
purposes of this Part. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

Sl02. De~~ent established 

:r.~~partlJl~p~_C;hU_dren gnd Families 
~i_th_ill-the exltcutiY..e branch to provide services 
children ill this State. 

Sl03. Commissioner 

is e~_~isll.eJ~ 

to families and 

l_. __ AppQ.i}lQl!.f;Ln~. __ T.h~dep.aJtJ!I~slliuJ be adminiA.t~ by a 
30 £;'Q!l1mJ_~1iiQ..u~~b~L.~hgll-P_e._~UJ;.eS! by the Governor subject J;:_Q 

f_eview by the joint standing committee of the Legislgture having 
32 juri!i.Q,j.£t.iO-1J over children a"uiLJ.qmily matters and subjecL-t.Q 

.l;QllfirmatJoll by_th.e Leg.ls.tature. The commissioner shall serve at 
34 the pleasure of the Governor. 

36 2. Oualifi~~ons. The commissioner shgll be gualified by 
postgraduate education and extensive experience ip. the fields of 

38 hwnj\A-..Jl~.Qp.IJl~nt and public admiuistration, including public 
ILQ.licy anal"ysis and development. public financial and program 

40 9.Wninistrative matters, and legislative and executive branch 
relations. 

42 
2~pUc;,at . .i,on~oJ:witb~tan.qipJ1_~stgblishment o~bJ;t 

44 R_e.J?9.x_tmellt_of Chiluren--2Dd Families in this pgrt. the d~tment 
.sha~de_rJ:-,ak~no admin,i,.§li£..t.ion of programs or services until 

46 ~l~~~t_:Rlan_~eveloped pur1i~t to section 104 is adopted. 

48 S_l.p~lnter.iJ!L.~dn\.i~~t,iv~Division and interim cOlJ!Dlissioner 
~s_tablisped 

50 
J. InteJ:~~dm.i._~.i.st.ri)J~ive Div.i._sJ,.Qn __ ~~9Ji.HJQJ! 

52tts_~~li_sh~9.. The Interim Administrative Division and position of 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

lJl~e.dm~.9l1lln..j._s_§i9_n~r_9_LC_hi)dren and Families are esJ;~bJcli!hed 
2 }:~JJ~ltin_t~xe_G~tive b!.:Jl.n~~a~j,A"t_iliL~elopment of a----J;ll5ill 

.t.<LiJ!lp_lement a ~.sLr_tl!Le~f Children and Families. The Interim 
4 Atlminilll"ative Di:Li~"ion is established as an independEillt 

9X.9..9l1izaUolL...lii_t_hin the exec\!.tive br.anch. T~.JI.rpose of t)'le 
6 ge~J"me_1Lt_musL..ruL.t..0-_~JI£QJH~ .. a.ge, enha...ru;~ and support t.illLJl!.!,!!l9ll 

9-!i1..Y...elJ2PmJmL~iJ,.Q...I:en_~nd fami_l,.i~s in.J~te, to ameliQ.L~t..~ 
8 family clysfunction .. s and child disabilities, and to be a unified 

glliLJ.l.1Jl~tjoI1..ally iIJ.ygrated ope..I:.2.ting agency t_~Q_L<Linate and 
10 J;..Qnsolidate the eUe~tive delivery of services to children anJl 

.families. Tl}e_I"lLt~xj._m..-.A..Qminj...s.tUl-_t~i vision cea!il!S to exist 
12 when the department undertakes activity under section 103. 

14 2. A~intm~~t. The Governor shall appoint the interim 
.c9..JT!!1li~j.on~~w..i"t,...hi!L.19 days o_L....the effective date of this PaLt~ 

16 1'.illL interiJ.!l~Jnm.-l~ .. n.e_r~h9~s.Jti'~..t....-the pl!ia9..ure oL-t~ 
Q..Q..vern .. Q.L..£Q.r a term~omm~ncing within 10 days of being nominated 

18 and ending no later than June 30, 1991. 

20 )_._ Qualj._f.i.cat.ion~ ~_'l'o __ pe apPQ..i,lltJ~_!Lj,n t&r.im~91]'1!Li_s s i 0 ~g 

J:and.i,date must lJe gualUied by extensive experience in the field 
22 of human develo"pmentJruL"p~blic administration, including public 

11Q..licy allallli~mJ_develQPme..I1~blic financial and program 
24 matters, and legislative and executive branch-relations. 

26 ~R 3 

28 MAINE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

30 ~201. Advisory commission established 

32 Th~t1Q..ine Advisory Co..mmission on Children and FamilJes, 
.. r:.~(erreg_tlL in----.tP.iS_chapter as the "advisory comm~ion," i~ 

34 ~s_tablis.h-ed in~~ordiill_c_~-nIL'rUle 5, chapter 379. It._~ 

j.1).gep~ndent cOJ!l..!Ri9..liiO.1l.-t.Jlil~U~lie, consult and ass~s..t..-~ 
36 ~.l{ecutive and __ l...!!..9islative branches of State Goverrunent in 

implementinq this Part. 
38 

S~Q2. Membership 
40 

J,_. _MenW~r_sb,j.'p'. __ Th!L.9<;l...Yi_S9..r'y-sommiss ion c.ons i s_t.s~n..2..-.!!LQre 
42 .tllan~l __ mernb_er.J2--,_:rhe __ GQyer.nQ.r~aJ~_~pp.oint._me_!!lkrs w~l.!al,ify

.l,Uld_er pal'agl-aplL]\~~_. _1;.11e President of the Sen.Jlt.!L..Jtnd the 
44 .s.Q~r of tll.L..H.Q""A~ of Representatives shall jointly aJ2.Q.Q...LIl.t. 

melTlbeU;..-l'!:ilo guaJ,iJ:y--.!!.nder Raragraph C or D. A member appoin~ 
46 iljlJl.-Y..~)ified_und~r-parqgr$l..P.ll-A, C or D may not be an officiaL. 

~m...QJ.9tt.e~OnSl.1JctanL.Q.r am'~.H individual emplJ;U'Jli'I. or retain~ 
48 J2Lthe executive branch of State Government. Membership is as 

follows: 
50 

52 
;"_. __ Ten_-P\lblJ~IDQ.u_S whQ_m-'!_~.LJ~_~_l:l.2i_rs or lTIelTl,oeJ,: .. S-..Q{ 

existing advisory committees related to children' s issues, 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

£Il.c1-illlP __ a,rL-~I}.Qwllt.d,91!~hl_e and h~_~~sive exped_ell~~ 

L~lating to hwnan develo!1I"!..'ie,--"n ... t,--"",o~f_",,-c.hildren and f~ilielL.. 

advo..QaGL_sm~_9t.~ advisory organizations relating to 
children and families; 

!l~Se\T~n classified sta,te employees eI}.ggged in front-Un!! 
service delivery~~ervision, admini~tion, midmanagement 
or regional mangg~ment of hwnan development services for 
children and families in p~rams operated by the Department 
Qf Cor~i.Q!!..S, the De~ent of Educational and Cultural 
Serv iqts--,-..tJle De.pM_tm.~nLQLJl.JM!!An Services, tb~partm!!1tt 

9.LJ'1.lllit.al Health iu!~MJlli.t..al Retardation and any other 
depal-tmellts with such programs; 

C. TWQ--'ll~J)'lQ_ers-LeP-l·~$~!!tiA9-tl~~_rtifj,~~.ainin~ftllt~ 

9.f the em-.Rl-o~e.JLs---2f the stat!! agencies listed in paragraph B; 

D. Ten PlJblic members with ext!!nsive edu~...Qn anq 
eX"'p"er ience in hwnan development of children and [amilies~ 
.!le.Uver:y of servJce th1:.Ql.\9!l __ G..ommu_n.lt.Y--level prll_t..e..... 
llQ1ll2.!:9fit or p_ublic entities and state-level provider 
associations; and 

24 E. The Child Welfare Servic!!s Ombudsman. 

26 §203. Administrative matters 

28 M~nlbel"s are ~ti tl_w_t~J2!!!Pgru;.At.i.Qrl and payment of eXJ2.!!1l.Jiti 
9.s~!;..hQKiz..ed under TiU~~~hill?ll.r 379. The Governor, th~ 

30 Pre~,iJ;l~1: __ o-I--1:he __ SjLn_ate-1lli~thL-.S-p_~er of t.b~Q."se of 
Reyresentatives shaU jointly appoint th~.lr. Members must ke. 

32 ,pJll!Q.inted no later than 30 days after the effective date of this 
section. 

34 
Sec. A-3. Application. The interim commissioner may not 

36 undertake administration of programs or services of the 
department, and shall only carry out the development of the plan 

38 to implement the department as provided in this Act. 

40 PART B 

42 Sec. B-1. Transitional process for department. To attain full 
implementation of a unified Department of Children and Families, 

44 a transition process is established that begins no later than the 
effective date of this Act and ends June 30, 1993. 

46 
Sec. B-2. Timetable for presentation of plans: approval or 

48 disapproval of plans: implementation and review of department: . 

50 1. I t is ".he j nl'ent of the Legislature that the Department 
of Chihlren and Families be operational by July 1, 1991. 1'0 

52 attain this intent: 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT 'R" to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

A. An inventory of existing resources and description of 
current services and administrative activities to be 
functionally integrated to provide unified services pursuant 
to this Act must be prepared by staff of the executive and 
legislative bl"anches beginning within 30 days of the 
effective date of this Act. This inventory must include any 
possible areas where services and resources are insufficient 
or barriers exist to the provision of services of 
resotu"ces. The inventory must identify those existing 
systems or services that best respond to different 
populations of children and families; 

B. Deliberations to prepare an implementation plan must be 
commenced by the Joint Select Committee on Children and 
Families wot"king with executive branch leaders, the Maine 
Advisory Commission on Children and Families and with the 
input of interested parties beginning no later than 30 days 
after the effective date of this Act; 

C. An initial plan and additional legislation to implement 
thjs Act must be presented by the Joint Select Committee" on 
Children and Families to the Governor and the Legislature by 
February 1. 1991; and 

D. Legislation authorizing appropriation and additional 
statutory provisions to implement the department must be 
considered by the Governor and the Legislature for approval 
or disapproval by March 31, 1991. 

2. During the period of 'July 1, 1991, to June 30, 1993, 
32 offi"cials of the executive and the legislative branches and the 

Joint Select Committee on Children and Families shall monitor the 
34 operation of the department. The officials and the committee are 

authorized to present proposals for additional implementation 
36 plans, make reports and prepare further legislation as each 

determines appropriate. Implementation plans and legislation 
38 must include reports to be presented by February 1, 1992, and 

February 1. 1993, to the Governor and the Legislature for 
40 approval or disapproval by March 31st of the same year in which 

the reports are presented. 
42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

Sec. B-3. Guidelines for content. preparation and implementation of 
plan. The plan and its implementation must be guided by the 
purpose of this Act and the department which is to encourage, 
enhance and support the hwnan development of children and 
families ill the SLate, to ameliorate family dysfunctions and 
child (lisabili ties. and to be a unified and functionally 
integratetl operating agency to coordinate and consolidate the 
effective delivery of services to children and families. 

1. The implementation plan must provide: 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT .. A .. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

A. Further definition of the department's purpose, if 
needed: 

B. A description of services and programs to be offered; 

C. A statement of management responsibilities and lines of 
authority: 

D. An organizational chart: 

E. A listing of personnel positions and description of 
responsibilities; 

F. A chart of accounts and fin'ances, including proposed 
transfers of current appropriations and allocations as may 
be needed: 

G. An inventory of current facilities and space utilization 
and. if needed. proposals for relocation of workplaces using 
existing facilities and space: 

H. Other appropriate operations and implementation matters: 
and 

I. Recommendations of the Maine Advisory Commission on 
Children and Families. 

2. It is the intent of the Legislature that the plan 
30 provide for the transfer to the Department of Children and 

Families. existing organizational units, programs and activities 
32 that serve the needs of children and families. The following 

organizational units, programs and activities must be considered 
34 for transfer: 

36 A. The Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation, 
Bureau of Children with Special Needs: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

B. The Department of Human Services, Bureau of Child and 
Family Services: 

C. The child and family services functions of the 
Department of Human Services, Bureau of Health, including, 
but not limi ted to, the handicapped children's program, the 
genetic disease program, the public health nursing program, 
the maternal and child health program, the adolescent 
pregnancy and parenting program, the family planning program 
and the women, infant and children's program: 

D. The Department of Educational and CuI tural Services as 
it l'eJates to preschool handicapped children programs 
pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

307, including the Child Development Services System under 
2 Title 20-A, section 7707 and including the Interdepartmental 

Coordinating Committee for Preschool Handicapped Children 
4 established in Title 5, section l2004-I, subsection 10; 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

E. The Division of Community Services, Head Start Program; 

F. All juvenile and youth correctional services of the 
Department of Corrections; 

G. The Internepartmental Council established in the Maine 
Revised Statl1tes, Ti tIe 34-8, section 1214, as amended by 
Public Law 198Y, chapter 729; and 

H. Any other administrative units or functions related to 
16 the subject matter of those listed in this subsection or 

other activities of State Government serving children and 
18 families. 

20 3. The plan must authorize the department to prepare, 
organize and offer educational, developmental, health, medical, 

22 mental, social and correctional services to carry out its 
duties. The plan must authorize the department to address 

24 subject matters t"elated to family functioning, family 
dysfunct.ions, child development and child disabilities, 

26 including, but not limited to, adult abuse and neglect, 
alcoholism, preschool education, early childhood development, low 

28 aspirations, child abuse and neglect, drug abuse, family 
problems, fami ly violence, juvenile delinquency, medi cal 

30 problems, mental illnes~, mental retardation, children and 
families in poverty or with low income, school dropouts, special 

32 education, substance abuse, truancy, teen pregnancy and teen 
suicide. 

34 
4. The plan must provide that the method of service 

36 delivery by the department be functionally integrated to offer 
holistic child-focused and family-focused services. Children and 

38 families must be served according to the principle of one case 
manager for one family, if possible. All services of the 

40 department must be offered in a fully cooperative and coordinated 
manner consistent with fully implementing the principle of a 

42 functionally integrated pattern of unified and consolidated 
operations. 

44 
5. The plan must provide for implementing the policy that 

46 fcunilies are and should continue to be the preferred environment 
for raisill9 chi Ithen and caring for vulnerable family members. 

48 The p] an mllst advance the goals of maintaining the family as a 
functioniml social uni t, providing services to ameliorate 

!)O dysfunctions or family dissolution, thereby empowering children 
and families to function independently of the department and 

52 protecting each family member from harm or violence. 
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HOUSE lIMENDMENT .. R .. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

2 6. The programs must be analyzeu and restructured to attain 
functional integration of services. 

4 
7. During preparation of -the plan, the following matters 

6 must be considered: 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. Administration and organization of services based on one 
or more of the following functional patterns: 

(1) Ages of children and family members; 

(2) Human development levels of children and family 
members; 

(J) A&ninistrative 
illdividuals, such 

procedures applicable 
as information and 

to serving 
referral, 

awareness, education, early identification, assessment, 
uiaguosls, cr1S1S intervention, stabilization, 
residentinl, transition to independence and evaluation 
of service effectiveness; and 

(4) Other appropriate functionally integrated patterns 
of service; and 

B. Better coordination, {ntegration, efficiency, and 
improvement of certain administrative and service 
activities. In addition, the plan must provide for 
maintaining or improv Ing equi table geographical 
accessibility to services which must be based on the types 
of services required by children and families. The 
administrative and service activities to be reviewed 
include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Central offices; 

(2) Regional offices; 

(3) A single central office administrative unit 
responsible for alternative residential care; 

(4) A single central office administrative unit 
responsible for purchase of service contracts; and 

( 5) Other appropriate policy, administrative and 
service activities. 

8. TIle proposed plan and legislation must provide that: 

A. To the extent proposals affect existing major 
policy-influencing positions identified in the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 5, chapter 71, or other existing positions 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

not appointed pursuant to the Civil Service Law, those 
appointments must be made by the Commissioner of Children 
and Families 10 days after written notice, identifying the 
nominee and the nominee' s qualifications, has been provided 
to the Governor and the Legislature; and 

B. Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, 
chapter 71, any person who is appointed as an initial bureau 
director to serve in the Department of Children and Families 
must be appointed by the Commissioner of Children and 
Families for a term coterminous with the term of the 
commissioner and may be removed from office during that 
initial term only for cause. 

9. The proposed plan and legislation must include adequate 
16 and appropriate use of Medicaid and other funding of services for 

children and families, including new options and uses, and must 
18 provide for the securement of any necessary approval of the 

Federal Government as expeditiously as possible. 
20 

Sec. B-4. Budget and finances. As one portion of the 
22 implementation plan, a unified budget for the plan 

recommendations and department must be prepared and presented to 
24 the Governor and the Legislature, including the Joint Select 

Committee on Children and Families, in accordance with the 
26 timetable specified in section B-2 of this Act. The Commissioner 

of Children and Families and other executive branch officials 
28 must provide the Legislature, including the Joint Select 

Committee on Children and Families, with any budget-related 
30 information that is requested. 

32 1. An annual review of the budget, including any necessary 
adjustments, must be presented by February 1, 1992 and February 

34 1, 1993. 

36 2. The proposed plan, budget and legislation must include 
adequate and appropriate use of Medicaid and other funding of 

38 services for children and families, including new options and 
uses, and must provide for the securement of any necessary 

40 approval of the Federal Government as expeditiously as possible. 

42 3. The Interim Commissioner of Children and Families with 
the approval of the Governor and the Legislature shall explore 

44 and apply for grants, funds and any other resources available 
from public or private sources, particularly the Federal 

46 Government, that are appropriate to assist with financing 
services to children and families or to carrying out the purposes 

48 of this Act. 

50 Sec. B-5. Joint select committee charged. The Joint Select 
Committee on Children and Families shall: 

52 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT ,,~. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

1. Develop and moni tor, with officials of 
branch, the plan to operate and implement the 
accordance \o/ith the provisions of this Act: 

2. Make reports, together with necessary 
legislation, that include proposals to amend, 

the executive 
department in 

implementing 
repeal and 

real:ocate laws, and make appropriations and allocations to 
reflect the depal-tJnent's powers, 
organization: and 

3. Make any other recommendations, 
that offel- future benefits and services 

responsibilities and 

including legislation, 
to the general wel'fare 

and safety of children and families of the State. 

Sec. 8-6. Executive branch authorizations. 

1. The following officials of the executive branch shall 
18 work with the cToint Select Committee on Children and Families: 

the Interim Commissioner of Children and Families and the 
20 Commissioner of Children and Families, the Commissioner of 

Corrections: the Commissioner of Educational and CuI tural 
22 Services: the Commissioner of Human Services; the Director of 

Communi t.y Services and the Commissioner of Mental Health and 
24 Mental Retardation. 

26 2. State agencies, to the extent feasible and reasonable, 
shall m<lke available staff, facilities, equipment, supplies, 

28 information and other assistance to the joint select committee 
and the interim commissioner as reasonably required to carry out 

30 the purposes of this Act. 

32 Sec. B-7. Legisla'h'e au.horizations. The members of the Joint 
Select Committee on Children and Families are entitled to 

34 compensation in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
3, section 2, for meetings held when the Legislature is not in 

36 session. The Legislcftive Council is authorized to make payments 
for expenses from the Legislative Account and to provide staff 

38 resources to assist the Joint Select Committee on Children and 
Families and to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

40 
Sec. H-8. Independent commission authorization. The Maine 

42 Arlvisory Commission on Children and Families, established under 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22-A, chapter 3, shall advise, 

44 consult and assist with carrying out the p.urposes of this Act. 

46 Sec. H-9. Apprnpdation. The following funds are appropriated 
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

48 
1990-91 

50 
LEGISLA Tl1RE 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT .. A .. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

2 Legislature 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

Personal Services 
All Other 

Provides funds for per diem 
and expenses for the Joint 
Select Committee on Children 
and Families. 

LEGISLA TURE 
TOTAL 

INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION, 
16 INTERIM COMMISSIONER OF 

18 Administration-Children and Families 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

Personal Services 
All Other 

Provides funds to contract 
for an interim commissioner, 
capital purchases and for the 
per diem and expenses of the 
Maine Advisory Commission on 
Children and Families. These 
funds may not lapse but'must 
be carried forward until 
expended. 

INTERIM COMMISSIONER OF INTERIM 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
TOTAL 

TOTAL APPROPRIATION 

40 FISCAL NOTE 

$4,290 
6,200 

$10,490 

$7,260 
47,250 

$54,510 

$65,000 

42 This amendment provides funds to contract for an interim 
commissioner and for the per diem and expenses for the Maine 

44 Advisory Commission on Children and Families and the Joint Select 
Committee on Children and Families. 

46 
Funds are not being provided for support costs due to the 

48 provision that state agencies shall make such resources available. 

50 Future costs can not be estimated at this time and will be 
dependent upon legislation submitted to the First Regular Session 

52 of the 115th Legislature. 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT .. (1 .. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

2 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

4 
This amendment replaces the bill. 

6 
This amendment establishes the Department of Children and 

8 Families and provides a transition mechanism of an Interim 
Administrative Division to implement this policy. It provides a 

10 better defined transition process and more detailed timetable for 
substantive deliberations regarding the establishment of the 

12 Department of Children and Families. This amendment establishes 
an Interim Commissioner of Children and Families within the 

14 executive branch to assist the transition to a Department of 
Children and Families. The purpose of the department is to 

16 enhance the human development of children and families in this 
State, to ameliorate family dysfunctions and child disabilities, 

18 and to be a unified and functionally integrated operating agency 
to coordinate and consolidate the effective delivery of services 

20 to children and families. 

22 Through this amendment the legislative intent of 
establishing an interim commissio.ner and a transition process 

24 will lead to an effective and operational Department of Children 
and Families on July 1, 1991, as proposed in the original bill. 

26 
This amendment provides that: 

28 
1. Additional plans for implementation and any· necessary 

30 legislation be presented to the Legislature and the Governor by 
February 1, 1991, and explicitly states that these proposals may 

32 be approved or disapproved; 

34 2. Officials of the executive branch and the legislative 
branch shall work together on preparation of the proposed plan; 

36 
3. Transfer of existing activities to the department must 

38 occur; 

40 4. Appointment of the Interim Commissioner of Children and 
Families by the Governor is streamlined, providing that the 

42 interim commissioner be appointed within 10 days of the effective 
date of this bill; 

44 
5. The public, community-level agencies, state employees 

46 and providers have substantial opportunities for input to 
preparation and implementation of the plan. Members of the Maine 

48 Advisory Commission on Children and Families are appointed by the 
Governor or by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

50 House of Representatives. The advisory commission is independent 
and compensation and expenses are authorized; 

52 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT .. A .. to H.P. 1199, L.D. 1666 

6. In order to focus preparation of the plan and future 
2 administrative and service practices, legislative intent is 

stated in several principles to guide design and future operation 
4 of the department; 

6 7. State agencies, offices and officials are authorized to 
provide staff, administrative support and other resources to 

8 assist the interim commissioner and the Joint Select Committee on 
Children and Families, and to carry out the purposes of this 

10 amendment; and 

12 8. To assist with financing services to children and 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

families, or to carry out the purposes of this bill as amended: 

A. A proposed budget for the department must be prepared 
and include the securement of any necessary approval of the 
Federal Government as expeditiously as possible; 

B. Grants and other resources must be explored and applied 
for, particularly those available from the Federal 
Government; and 

C. The use of federal funds, including new options and 
uses, limitations and any potential loss of federal funds, 
will be reviewed during the transition process and 
considered for approval or disapproval by the Governor and 
the Legislature in the future. 
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