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114th MAl E LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION", 1989 

Legislative Document No. 1634 

H.P. 1179 House of Representatives, May 11, 1989 

Reference to the Committee on Business Legislation suggested and ordered 
printed. 

<j'cI (?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MICHAUD of East Millinocket. 
Cosponsored by Representative COLES of Harpswell, Representative JACQUES 

of Waterville and Senator KANY of Kennebec. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-NINE 

An Act to Revise the Asbestos Certification Law. 



1 Be it enacted! !by tllue Peopne off tllue State of Manne as ffoHows: 

3 Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §12j2, sun!b-.§6, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 448, 
§l-C, is amended to read: . 

5 
6. Asbestos abatement worker. "Asbestos abatement worker" 

7 means aB-empleyee-~-~ any worker performing asbestos abatement 
eeB~rae~er--eB~a~ee--iB--asBes~es--aBatemeB~ activity QBeer--~he 

9 sQFervisieB-~--aH--asaes~es--abat-emen-t:--EHi:.ejeet:-£~f'€-£...,.J.£e-£ for any 
employer. 

11 
Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §1272, sunb-§l41, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 448, 

13 §l-C, is repealed. 

15 Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §12j3, SUJlb-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 448, 
§l-C, is repealed. 

17 
Sec. 41. 38 MRS A §12j4l, SUJI!b-§5, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 448, 

19 §l-C, is amended to read: 

21 

23 

25 

27 

29 

5. Asbestos abatement worker. All employees engaged in 
asbestos abatement activities and not otherwise certified under 
this chapter shall be certified as asbestos abatement workers. 
To qualify for certification, an applicant shall show evidence 
satisfactory to the commissioner that he the applicant has 
completed 32 hours of training in a training course certified by 
the commissioner as appropriate for the safe and proper removal, 
encapsulation or handling of asbestos. ~he--GOmffi-i-&s-~-£hall 

Freviee-~~--int~-H&-eeFt:i~ieat:ieB-~e-£-~-~F~-Be~-~~~~-~Q 
eays-~FeB-~~~~~~-a-we£ke£-~.J.~~.J.~~~~-aFFF&ve4-By 

31 ~he-eemmissieBerT 

33 

35 STATEMENT OF FACT 

37 The law requiring training and certification of people 
engaged in asbestos abatement activities currently exempts those 

39 employees working on asbestos abatement activities in buildings 
owned or leased by their employers. There is no evidence that 

41 the risk to the worker is any less serious than that of an 
employee of a contractor. In fact, it would seem that the worker 

43 who is exposed daily to the asbestos hazard should be at least as 
well trained as the employee who works for a contractor in the 

45 facility. 

47 Current law does not address the number of hours of training 
required for asbestos abatement workers. This bill provides that 

49 32 hours are required for all employees performing asbestos 
abatement work. 
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