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L.D. 816

(Filing No. S-124)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTIEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 311, L.D. 816, Bill, "An
Act to Increase Safety on Maine Roads and Protect the General
Welfare"”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'‘Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §532, first §, as amended by PL 1983, c. 553,

§46, is further amended to read:

Any person who is at least 15 years of age and has completed
a course in driver education as provided in section 583 may apply
to the Secretary of State for an instruction permit. The
Secretary of State may, in his h r !
discretion, after an applicant has successfully passed all parts
of an examination other than the driving test, issue to the
applicant an instruction permit which shall entitle the
applicant, while having sueh the permit in his the applicant's
immediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle upon the public
highways for a period of eone-year 18 months when accompanied by a
licensed operator who has at least one year of driving experience
and is at least 18 years of age and who is occupying a seat
beside the driver, exzcept in the event the permittee is operating
a motorcycle or motor driven cycle. If any such licensed
operator, while accompanying an applicant and occupying a seat
beside the driver while the vehicle is being operated on a public
way, has his--mental---or--physieal--functioniang--cubstentially
impaired mental or physical functioning as a result of the use of
intoxicating 1liquor or drugs, sueh that 1licensed operator is
guilty of a misdemeaner Class E crime. The Secretary of State
may, in his the Secretary of State's discretion, issue a
restricted instruction permit effective for a school year or for
a restricted period to an applicant who is enrolled in a driver
education program which includes practice driving. Sueh That
instruction permit shall only be valid when the applicant is
accompanied by an instructor approved by the Commissioner of
Educational and Cultural Services or eligible a commercial driver
education instrueters Jinstructor licensed by the Department of
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 311, L.D. 816

Business,-Occupational-and Professional and Financial Regulation,
Board of Commercial Driver Education. Any person who has not
held a Maine operator's license during omne of the 3 preceding
years may apply for an instruction permit.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §532, as amended by PL 1983, c. 553, §46, is
further amended by adding after the first paragraph a new
paragraph to read:

A h 7 rs m n for an
: ‘s 13 €1l 3 £} T ] 3 E i £
.i : €3 . 1

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §538 is amended to read:
§538. Age limit

No operator's license shall may be issued to any person
under 15 16 years of age, except a special restricted license as

Vi =H.

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §538-A is enacted to read:

-A i i icen
W who h
u mpl r ur rovi in
n m 1 r 1
e 1 n nal nt n . Th
h n r If th
xamination ration £ m r vehicl rovi in
section 581, a special restricted license shall be issued to the
applicant.
1 ion n A 1if3i for ial
i icen n n ilin a
n z i n ing: men rom th
! r i
m xj n
£ m r ran r ion nd from
i r r
attendance purposes by the Commissioner of FEducational and
Cultural Services, a vocational center or a vocatiomal region
whi ' i i ing: ification 1
: h k n ve mean
£ tran r ion in £ th h .
Notwithstanding the first paragraph of this section, a person
between the ages of 16 and 17 is not reguired to complete a
iver i yur in i for i
1i ln
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 311, L.D. 816

; ial . 1 licen 3 3 i hi ] . 1y
horiz he holder to operate a motor vehicle between the
h ! i n h

2, Employment need. A person qualifies for a special
WWMM
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visi i isi ion 4 shall
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4. Cancellation., In addition to the provisjons of section
586, the Secretary of State shall cancel a special restricted

A h r i nvi judica hav

itted iolati £t} licen icti £ an

m vehi movi i i ri ime when

person shall not bhe entitled to any further special

n i ion; or

n i fter r i
n the h in h r £
A4 m i m r
n n h shall n ly when a rson
vi judi mmi n fen
which carries a suspension or revocation period greater than
ri i hi raph

Sec. 5. 29 MRSA §581, as amended by PL 1965, c. 369, §3-a, is

further amended to read:

Page 3-LR0925(2)



. of S,

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

27

29

31

33

35

37

39

41

43

45

47

49

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 311, L.D. 816
§581. Examination required; reexamination

Before the operator's license is granted, an applicant shall
be required to pass such physical examination and such
examination by actual demonstration or otherwise as to his the
applicant's qualifications to operate a motor vehicle as the said
Secretary of State shall require. Failure to complete the driving
test within ene-—sear 18 months of issue date of permit will
require reexamination for the permit. Ne--such-application--for
reexaminatien--shall---be---aceepted--until--§6--monthe---after--the
expiration-of-said- permit,-execept-that--the -Secretaryof-State,-in
his-diseretion,r-may-waive-sueh-6-month-"waiting-period,"

Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §583, as amended by PL 1987, c. 415, §20, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

Dri i T

_up_e_a_tg__s__l._s_e_s_e_,__e_x_c_e_p_t_s_o__gggrate a moped only, may
bﬁ !§§!!§d ;Q any E§§§Q un gg I years Q ggg un §§§ L _L__P__§_Q__

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §9601, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

3 E i N i n hi h r m
r ir ifi h n in iver ion
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rov n r by the Commisgsioner of
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\A nal region
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 311, L.D. 816

1 FISCAL NOTE
3 Enactment of this 1legislation would result in a loss of
Highway Fund revenue collected by the Division of Motor Vehicles
5 in an amount of not more than $26,532 for fiscal year 1989-90.
This loss of revenue would be derived from the proposed increase
7 of the minimum operator's license age from 15 to 16 and the loss
of the revenue collected from 1,474 15-year-olds in the first
9 year, less those who acquire a special restricted license.'
11 :
STATEMENT OF FACT
13
The amendment, like the original bill, increases from 15 to
15 16 the minimum age for obtaining a motor vehicle operator's
license, with driver education, but it adds a provision for a
17 special restricted license for 15-year-olds who need to drive to
school, to work, or in connection with work. To obtain a
19 restricted license for one of these purposes, the applicant must
pass driver education, pass the regular motor vehicle 1license
21 examination, and submit a notarized statement of need from the
parent or guardian and the school or the employer. In present
23 law, an applicant for a restricted license based on educational
need is not required to complete driver education. That exemption
25 is maintained for drivers between 16 and 17 who apply for a
special restricted license based on educational need.
27
The amendment extends the time of validity of an instruction
29 permit from 12 months to 18 months, and adds a new requirement
that persons under age 17 must have an instruction permit for 3
31 months before applying for an operator's license.
33 The original bill would have raised the minimum age for
obtaining a motor vehicle operator's license without driver
35 education to age 18. The amendment leaves it at age 17.
37 The amendment also makes technical changes in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 29, section 583 and Title 32, section
39 9601.

Reported by Senator Twitchell for the Committee on Transportatior
Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate Rule 12.
(5/17/89) (Filing No. S-124)
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