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L.D. 800 

(Filing No. S_214) 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

114TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMI'I'l'EE AMENDMENT " A"to S.P. 302, L.D. 800, Bill, "An 
Act to Reorganize the Duties of the Board of the Maine Children's 
Trust Fund" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and .before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

'Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§16, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
786, §5, is amended to read: 

16. Human 
Services: Child 
Protection 

Board of the 
Maine Children's 
Trust Fund 

EapeRses 
gR~Y 

$35/Day -
4 meetings/yr. 
Expenses for 
additional 
meetings 

22 MRSA 
§n;u 
§3723-A 

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §3722, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 402, 
Pt. A, §142, is amended to read: 

1. Establishment. There is established the Maine 
Children' s Trust Fund. It shall receive money deposited by the 
Treasurer of State pursuant to Title 36, section 5285. All money 
deposited in the fund and the interest earned on that money shall 
remain in the fund to be used for the prevention of abuse, 
neglect and mental illness among Maine children, and shall not be 
deposited in the General Fund or any other fund, except as 
specifically provided by law. 

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §3722. sub-§§3 and 4 are enacted to read: 

3, Administration and operating costs. Beginning on July 
I. 1991. the costs of administering this chapter and total 
operating costs of the board. the executive director, and staff 
shall not exceed 15" of total income and revenues available to 
the board. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 302, L.D. 800 

4. Deposit to fund. The board shall deposit into the fund 
a minimum of 113 of the revenues derived from the income tax 
checkoff under Title 36. section 5285. 

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §3723, as amended by PL 1987, c. 402, Pt. A, 
§142, is repealed. 

Sec. S. 22 MRS A §§3723-A and 3723-8 are enacted to read: 

§3723-A. Board established: members: meetings 

1. Establishment. The Board of the Maine Children's Trust 
Fund is established pursuant to Title 5. section 12004-G. 

2. Membe~hip and gppointment. The board shall consist of 
9 public members with a demonstrated interest in the prevention 
of child abuse and neglect who shall be appointed by the Governor 
as follows: 

A. One member shall represent the business community; 

B. One member shall represent labor; 

!:I Qng mgm12g[ &b~ll [gpnSgnt tbg 199~l p[Qhu,i.Qn; 

D. Qng mgm12gr shall rep[esgnt the clgrgy; 

EI Qne mem12g[ &hall 12g a ped,i.at[ic,i.an licgnsgd undg[ Title 
32. chaptgr 48; 

F. Qng mgm12g[ shall bg a child prQtgctivg &Qcial worker; 

GI Qng mgm12gr &hall bg a p[Qfgs&ional pg[sQn gmplQygd in an 
elementary Qr middle school: 

H. Qng mgmbgr shall [eprgs&nt a nQnprofit aggncy that 
prQvidn day care &e[vicn tQ child[gn Qf lQw-incQme 
families; and 

II Qne mgm12g[ sball rgp[gsgnt a parents' Qrganization. 

3. Tem Qf Qfficg. Membgr& &hall urvg terms of 3 years. 
Vacancig& &hall be filled by the GQvernQr fQr thg rgmainder of 
thg tgrm vacatgd. 

4. Qfficers. Thg GQvgrnQ[ &hall annually aPPQint ong Qf 
thg mem12g[S as thg chair. Thg bQard may glgct. frQm among its 
mgmbg[&. Qthg[ Qfficg[s and committggs it deem& app[opr,i.atg. 

Page 2-LR0613(2) 



a.d8. 

1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

15 

17 

19 

21 

23 

25 

27 

29 

31 

33 

35 

37 

39 

41 

43 

45 

47 

49 

51 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 302, L.D. 800 

5. Compensation. The members shall be compensated for 4 
meetings each year and shall be paid expenses for all meetings of 
the board as provided in Title 5. chapter 379. 

6. Quorum. Five members of the board constitute a quorum 
necessary for the board to conduct its business. 

§3723-B. Adyice and consultation 

1. Advice and consultation. The Commissioner of 
Corrections. the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural 
Services. the ..c.om",issiulle_r_Qf_Xum~n Services. the Commissioner of 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation and the Commissioner of 
Public Safety shall. upon request. provide the board with 
technical information and advice. 

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §3724, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 402, Pt. A, 
§142, is repealed. 

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §§3724-A and 3724-8 are enacted to read: 

§3724 A. Duties 

The board shall: 

1. Deyelop a plan. Develop a state plan. to be updated at 
least biennially. containing the following: 

A. The long-term and short-term Objectives of the plan: 

B. The goals and objectives of the programs to be funded by 
the board: 

C. Criteria for the awarding of grants under this 
subchapter: 

D. The means by which prevention programs may be instituted 
among-all geographic areas of the State: 

E. A statewide education and public inform~tjon PrQ9Iam to 
develop public awareness concerning child abuse. neglect and 
mental illness: and 

F. Provisions for the coordination and exchange of 
information on prevention programs; 

2. Develop requests for proposals. Develop requests for 
proposals for funding prevention programs in the area of child 
abuse and neglect; 

3. Review applications. Review applications for grants 
submitted in response to the request for proposals; 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 302, L.D. 800 

4. Reyiew prog~s and monitor e~enditure of g~~~ 
Review and eyaluate the programs and activities funded by grants 
from the board. The board shall monitor the expenditure of grant 
money: and 

5. Seek contributions. grants and other types of incQlllL 
Actively pursue contributions. grants and other types of income 
from the public and private sectors. 

§3724-B. Powers 

The board may: 

1. Am>rove and disa.gprove APPlications for grants. Approve 
and disapprove applications for grants under this chapter. 
Grants made under this chapter must be awarded in accordance with 
criteria established and publicized by the board: 

2« Recommendations, Make recommendations to the Governor 
and the Legislature concerning changes in state laws. rules. 
programs or policies which will reduce the problem of child 
abuse. neglect and mental illness and improve coordination among 
agencies that provide prevention services: 

3. Contracts. Enter into contracts with public or private 
agencies or accept any grants or gifts from any federal, state or 
priyate source to carry out this chapter: 

4. Rules. Adopt rules. in accordance with the Maine 
Administratiye Procedure Act. Title 5. chapter 375, to carry out 
this chapter: 

5. Staff. Employ a full-time executive director and a 
clerical assistant to serye at the will of the board. The 
executiye director and clerical assistant are not subject to the 
Ciyil SeryiceLaw. 

A. The executiye director must be a person with knowledge 
and experience in: 

(1) Child neglect and child abuse programs; 

(2) Writing grants and grant applications: 

(3) The review and eyaluation of programs: and 

(4) Superyising employees and implementing policies. 

Sec. 8. 22 MRS A §3725, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1987, c. 769, Pt. A, §76, is amended to read: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 302, L.D. 800 

2. Limit on disbursements. Of the first $100,000 of income 
each year, the amount rema~n~ng after payment of operating 
expenses and expenses for developing public awareness shall be 
expended by the board in the following proportions: A minimum of 
1/3 shall be allocated to the trust fund and up to 2/3 allocated 
for grants to local programs. One half of the amount of income 
each year which exceeds $100,000, but which does not exceed 
$500,000, shall be set aside for the development of the trust 
fund. The board may expend the remainder in accordance with the 
duties set out in section 4Q34 3724-A. The board may not expend 
the amount of income each year. which exceeds $500,000. For 
purposes of this section, income includes interest attributed to 
the fund pursuant to Title 36, section 5285. When the total 
amount of the fund reaches $4,000,000, contributions to the fund 
shall cease, as provided in Title 36, section 5285, and the 
expenditures by the board shall be limited to the amount of 
interest credited annually to the fund. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this section or any other pr.ovision of law, the 
board shall deposit a minimum of 113 of the income tax revenues 
derived under Title 36, section 5285, in the trust fund. 

Sec. 9. Allocation. The following funds are _ allocated from 
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

BOARD OF THE MAINE CIDLDREN'S 
TRUST FUND 

Children's Trust Fund Program 

All Other 

Reduces the allocation to 
reflect the amount of funds 
which must remain in the fund. 

FISCAL NOTE 

1989-90 1990-91 

($38,800) ($42,680) 

Based upon projected check-off revenue, 113 of the revenue 
which will be deposited to the fund will be $38,800 in fiscal 
year 1989-90 and $42,680 in fiscal year 1990-91. As a result, 
there will be an overall reduction in the amount of funds 
available for administration, operating costs and grants. 

There will also be significant future financial restrictions 
on the amount of funds which can be spent on administrative and 
operating costs as a result of the 15'\ cap which will become 
effective July 1, 1991. Based on current revenues, and without a 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 302, L.D. 800 

substantial increase in future revenues, this will necessitate 
the elimination of one or both of the authorized positions. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This amendment proposes the following: 

1. To require the Board of the Maine Children's Trust Fund 
to establish a state plan with long-term and short-term goals and 
objectives; 

2. To require the board to develop requests for proposals 
for providing grant money to fund various child abuse and 
negligence prevention programs; 

3. To require the board to monitor and evaluate programs 
funded by the board; 

4. To require the board to actively pursue contributions, 
funds and other types of income from the public and private 
sectors; 

5. To establish a ceiling of 15' of total income for 
administrative and operating costs; 

6. To redefine the board of the trust fund to include a 
licensed pediatrician, a child protective social worker, a 
representative of a day care service to children of low-income 
families and a prOfessional person employed in an elementary or 
middle school; 

7. To provide a per ·diem of $35 for board members to attend 
4 meetings a year. Members attending any additional meetings 
will receive expenses only; 

8. To require th.e board to deposit at least 1/3 of the 
revenues from the income tax checkoff in the trust fund; and 

9. To require trust fund money to be deposited with the 
State Treasurer and not the General Fund. 

Reported by the Minority for the Committee on State and 
Local Government. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant 
to Senate Rule 12. 
(6/6/89) (Filing No. 5-214) 
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