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L.D. 567

(Filing No. S~ 126)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A» to s.P. 237, L.D. 567, Bill, "An
Act to Regulate the Installation of Fire Sprinklers"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§71-A is enacted to read:

71-A. Occupations:  Fire Sprinkler = Expenses = 32 MRSA

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA ¢. 20 is enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 237, L.D. 567
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COMMIiTEE AMENDMENT "a " to S.P. 237, L.D. 567
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 237, L.D. 567
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Sec. 3. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
Other Special Revenue to carry out the purposes of this Act.

PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Office of State Fire Marshal

Positions

Personal Services
All Other

Capital Expenditures

Provides funds for a fire
sprinkler installation
supervisor, general operating
expenses, a compact car and
anticipated expenses of the
advisory council.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
TOTAL

Page 7-LR0972(2)

1989-90

(1)
$13,226
3,588
11,424

$28,238

1990-91

(1)
$28,806
7,175

$35,981
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 237, L.D. 567

Sec. 4. Effective date. This Act shall take effect January 1,
1990, except that the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section
1372, shall take effect July 1, 1990.

FISCAL NOTE

Enactment of this legislation results in:

1. An increase in Other Special Revenue to the Department
of Public Safety, Office of State Fire Marshal, Acct. #04656.1,
in the amount of $28,238 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $35,981 for
fiscal year 1990-91. This revenue would be derived from fees
established by the department to carry out the purposes of this
Act; and

2. An allocation of- Other Special Revenue to the Department
of Public Safety, Office of State Fire Marshal, Acct. #04656.1,
in the amount of $28,238 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $35,981 for
fiscal year 1990-91. This allocation provides funds for a fire
sprinkler installation supervisor, general operating expenses, a
compact car and anticipated expenses of the Fire Sprinkler
Advisory Council.’

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment amends the original bill in several ways as
follows.

1. The definition of "plan" has been clarified to
distinguish the roles of fire sprinkler system planners and
professional engineers.

2. A registration is required for persons inspecting fire
sprinkler systems other than certified responsible managing
supervisors or agents of municipal or state government or
licensed insurers. ' '

3. Possible duplicate registration fees for certified
responsible managing supervisors and professional engineers have
been eliminated.

4. The requirement that each fire sprinkler system
contractor employ full-time a certified responsible managing
supervisor has been eliminated. This amendment provides that a
fire sprinkler system contractor may retain a responsible
managing supervisor either by employment or contract.

5. Requirements for maintaining a certified responsible
managing supervisor have been simplified.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 237, L.D. 567

1
6. All plans submitted to the Office of the State Fire
3 Marshal must indicate the <certified responsible managing
supervisor and installer. Additionally, within 30 days of
5 completion of a system or addition, the responsible managing
supervisor must certify that the system or addition was installed
7 according to the plan.
9 7. The negligence standard for disciplinary action to be
taken Dby weither the Commissioner of Public Safety or
11 Administrative Court has been restated as  simple negligence, not
"gross negligence.”
13

Pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes,. Title 5, section
15 12015, subsection 3, the Joint Standing Committee on Business
Legislation finds that:

17
1. A serious threat to public safety exists if unqualified
19 persons install improper fire sprinkler systems;
21 2. No legal remedy currently exists to prevent an
unqualified person from performing design, installation or
23 maintenance for a fire sprinkler system;
25 3. The general public has no way to judge the competence of
a fire sprinkler system contractor without the proposed licensing
27 bill:;
29 4. The proposed requirement of the National Institute for
the Certification in Engineering Technologies certification is a
31 nationally recognized standard; and
33 5. The proposed regulation constitutes a significant step
in ensuring quality design, installation and maintenance of fire

35 sprinkler systems in this State.

Reported by Senator Hobbins for the Committee on Business
Legislation. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate

Rule 12.
(5/18/89) (Filing No. S-126)
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