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L.D. 499

(Filing No. H- 528)

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT -~f4: to H.P. 368, L.D. 499, Bill, "An
Act to Prohibit Local Assessors from Using the Phantom House Lot
Method of Valuation”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the =nacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'Sec. 1. 36 MRSA c. 105, sub-c. V-A is enacted to read:

SUBCHAPTER V-A
UNDEVELOPED LAND VALUATION

§721. Purpose

§722. Definitioms
As used in this subchapter, unless the context ggherwlge

indi lowi ms h wi m i .

1. Assessor. "A r'' _mean h Tax_ A r with
respect to the unorganized territory and the respective municipal
assessors with respect to the organized areas.

2. Parcel. "Parcel" means contiguous land under the same
ownership uninterrupted by intervening ownership, except for

roads, rights-of-way or easements.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?h to H.P. 368, L.D. 499

3. Undeveloped land. "Undeveloped land"” means land without
improvemen T ru re nd n inclu waterfron
T a zon r in m £f developmen r

commercial, industrial or development disktricts.
723. A i ili

This_subchapter shall have mandatory application to parcels
consisting of at least S5 acres of undeveloped land. The approach
to wvaluing the undeveloped land applies exclusively to the

n of th r rmin t ndevel d land.

724. Base lan lues

he Bur Taxation 11 ually, before March 1ist,
establish by ;Mlg base land values for undeveloped land by region
r ntir . One base value per region will %e
established. The values established by March lst are to apply to
the tax year based on the status of property as of April 1st of
the same calendar year. Regions will bg determined by the Bureau

of Taxation an hall n ivide minor ivil ivisions. he
vailabili £f ad les d 1 3 1l relationshi
nsi in mining regions. h a land v
r regi wil mean valu er_ acr

1 i mining mean v r

wi i m ion v form

transmitted, pursuant to ion 4641-D h Burea £

i 1 rrin rin - ri ndin n

30th -of the year prigor to the March 1lst deadline are:- to be

considered. Based on information provided to the Bureau of
Taxation nl 1 which m he followin riteria ar

in 4 in rmini he mean v r_acre:

2Cres or more;

2, No buildings or improvements. 1 f parcels with
buildings or improvements to the land:

"Amm's len " trapnsactions. S £ rcels occurrin

at "arm's length" only: and
4, No_ subdivision vel en or eculative resale.

a rcels known or ex o_res in subdivision
development or speculative resale for either purpose.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/}" to H.P. 368, L.D. 499

726. Valuation of land

In rminin th ju valu ndeveloped lan n
r i nsider th a land value for the region. If
h he ju v f _undev da1 for
r ntainin f undev d lan
withi he 1 1l tax jurisdiction is different from th se land
v h essor has th urden of e ishin r onabl
altern a;;yg g al z§ s of value to arrlvg at just value for the
i n, h nal is to be in_ writing and
vailabl for ublic in cti When used for assessment
ur h lan 1 is to be _applied only to the
portion of the parcel whlgh is undevelgoped. The assessor is to
determine those areas of a_ parcel which are undeveloped land;
r which ar i wi improvemen r ru by re
xcl . h men k r_pr r re rds if
iz he jurisdiction 11 indi h unt o n
parcel which is determined to be undeveloped land.

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Act shall take effect with regard
to property tax years based on the status of property as of April
1, 1990, or thereafter.' .

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment enacts a workable method of establishing the
local valuation of undeveloped land.

Reported by the Committee on Taxation
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

House
6/14/89

"(Filing No. H-528)

Page 3-LR0676(2)





