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L.D. 365

(Filing No. H-334 )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}" to H.P. 253, L.D. 365, Bill, "An
Act to Allow a Student an Option in Biological Dissection"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

‘Sec. 1. 7MRSA §3973 is enacted to read:

7 ot "’ i frai e iv
use of animals
1. Definitions, As used in this section, unless the
ntex herwi indi h lowin rm hav h

following meanings.

A. "Alternativ i j " inclu is no
limited to, at a minimum, the use- of books, research
roj h vation of h An ¢ n
taking notes recording class activities and may include, at

t ion h hool h vi m 1
film n m r pr am vi an alternate method
for obtaining the knowledge, information or experience
r i h r of udy in qu ion. "Alternative

ion roj " in 1 iv
procedure. '

B. "Animal" means any living organism of the kingdom
Animalia, which typically differs from plants in capacity

ntan movemen i m r n o)
stimulation, by a usually greater mobility with some degree
of voluntary locomotor ability, by greater irritability
commonly mediated through a more ¢or less centralized nervous
system, which is characterized by a requirement for complex
organic nutrients, including proteins or their constituents,
which are usually digested in an internal cavity before
assimilation into the body proper and which is distinguished
from typical plants by lack of chlorophyll, by an inability
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?" to H.P. 253, L.D. 365

to perform photosynthesis, by cells that 1lack cellulose

wall nd b frequen n £ iscr mplex n
Qrgans.

. "Harm destr i " mean he di ion of
dead animal or any treatment, procedure or experiment done
on a living animal Jin which the animal is injured,

in imi

h fin in Ti 2Q- i 1,

E. "Student” means an elementary student or a secondary
student as defined in Title 20-A, section 1.

2. Student's right of refusal: alternate education

projects. When the harmful or destructive use of animals as

Jefined i hi . . ired E Jent'

of instruction, the student has the right to refuse to
ici in harmf ive use. Th n

matricul d min m h i ir chi nder

this section. ’

A. If the uden h refrain from rtici ion in
ion ] involvin h r iv
use of animals as defined in this section, educators in the

h m work n develo: n
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alternative education project which is feasible within the
r r f h h inc in ffin 1 room
space, library services, equipment and supplies. The school
may establigh procedures for timely notification of the

r nt wh h xerci his option

hall requi
mparable inv e £ tim n ffor h n

. Th n h in n _alternative educational projec
hall n iscrimin in n th asi f gr T
room tr ent b use of the ision to exercis he

student's rights pursuant to this section.

D. Th udent ch in n_alternative ucational jec
hall compl 1l examination f res iv f

study in order to receive credit for that course of study.

However, if r he harmful r d r i
of animals as defined in this section, a student shall be
given an alternative test pursuant to this section.

. Notifi io n h t her hin a
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "[|" to H.P. 253, L.D. 365

r h mploys the harmful or str i f _animal s
defi in thi ion shall 3} rm i 1
their rights and obligations pursuant to this section. ‘!
4. Departmental assistance; Biological Dissection Qptions
Fun: Th h rovi istan to school

imini ™ i . fferi ] Y 3 :
for students exercising their options under this section.

A. In providing assistance to school administrative units,
h n wvi h v .

appropriate alternative_ education projects for students.
coordinate resources available from public and private

for school v n rn
i vativ n iv 1 iv ion roj
available to schools and make available materials for use by
in vidin nativ ion roj f
under thi ion

. The 4d r nt_ ma a rul in rdan with th
Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375,
necessary to implement this section. '

Sec. 2. Departmental assessment; report. The Department of
Educational and Cultural Services shall assess the impact of
implementation of this Act, including the existence of various
legitimate alternative education projects, the cost of those
alternatives, the extent to which alternatives are currently
available and offered in elementary and secondary schools, the
anticipated extent to which alternative education projects will
be required to be developed as a result of this Act, sources of
resources to meet the requirements of this Act other than
legislative appropriations, and the extent to which General Fund
appropriations will be necessary to fund this Act. The
department shall report the results of its assessment to the
Joint Standing Committee on Education by December 1, 1990.°'
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STATEMENT OF FACT

The original bill authorizes elementary and secondary school
students to refuse to participate in any educational course
requirement involving the harmful or destructive use of animals
and establishes a process in the school to develop an alternative
education project, if possible. The bill also requires the
school to notify students of that right and prohibits
discrimination against students based on their exercise of this
right.

This amendment clarifies and expands on several parts of the
original bill by:

1. Adding a definition of "harmful or destructive use" and
applying that term consistently in the bill;

2. Redefining "alternative education project” to include a
broad range of equivalent alternatives, many of which can be
provided from existing resources at little or no additional cost
to the school;

3. Requiring that, when a student chooses not to
participate in dissection, an alternative project be developed
which meets the minimum level of equivalent activity as defined
in the amendment. More elaborate projects may be provided at the
option of the school:;

4. Establishing the Biological Dissection Options Fund
within the Department of Educational and Cultural Services to be
used to provide equipment and materials to schools for use in
offering alternative education projects. The department may
accept donations to the fund; and

5. Directing the department to assess the impact of this
Act and to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education by
December 1, 1990.

Reported by the Committee on Education
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

House
5/30/89

(Filing No. H-334)
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