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L.D. 36

(Filing No. H-277)

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT /} to H.P. 36, L.D. 36, Bill, "An Act’
to Improve Compliance with Truck Weight Limits"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting

clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §246, first §, as repealed and replaced by PL
1987, c. 789, §10, is amended to read:

With each application for registration of motor trucks,
tractors and truck tractors shall be paid an annual registration
fee graduated as follows when equipped with pneumatic tires:

From O pounds gross weight to 6,000 pounds gross weight
,,,,,,,, T 1

From 6,001 pounds gross weight to 9,000 pounds gross
From 9,001 pounds gross weight to 12,000 pounds gross

From 12,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross

From 16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross

From 20,001 pounds gross weight to 23,000 pounds gross
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/); to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

From 23,001 pounds gross weight to 26,000 pounds gross

From 26,001 pounds gross weight to 28,000 pounds gross

Welght.ee oo ieoteoeeneaecnnesosassonssssssssssssscasananns

$262

From 28,001 pounds gross weight to 32,000 pounds gross

weight......... G eccecasecceeccaceresaceecrossoeesens ceees

$303

From 32,001 pounds gross weight to 34,000 pounds gross

From 34,001 pounds gross weight to 38,000 pounds gross

$374

From 38,001 pounds gross weight to 40,000 pounds gross

weight...... o s esisaseecenerscersensneseso e ransanes s .

$398

From 40,001 pounds gross weight to 42,000 pounds gross

From 42,001 pounds gross weight to 45,000 pounds gross

Welght. . oot oeeioeoaneosneasnsccsoscnsasnnosannse cecreaoaan

5445

From 45,001 pounds gross weight tJ 48,000 pounds gross

From 48,001 pounds gross weight to 51,000 pounds gross

From 51,001 pounds gross weight to 54,000 pounds gross

From 54,001 pounds gross weight to 55,000 pounds gross

From 55,001 pounds gross wéight to 60,000 pounds gross

weight..... ceccosesecaenas cecene cereeceaan ceeeeresenaens .o

$635

From 60,001 pounds gross weight to 65,000 pbunds gross

From 69,001 pounds gross weight to 72,000 pounds gross

$792

From 72,001 pounds gross weight to 75,000 pounds gross
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT dé}" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

From 75,001 pounds gross weight to 78,000 pounds gross
2= e 1 + 1 $852

From 78,001 pounds gross weight to 80,000 pounds gross

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1652, sub-§1, JA, as amended by PL 1983, c.

94, Pt. B, §11, is further amended to read:

455,

A. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be operated,
or caused to be operated, on or over any way or bridge when
the gross weight, actual weight of vehicle and load, exceeds
80,660 90,000 pounds. No vehicles having 2 axles shall be so
operated, or caused to be operated, when the gross weight
exceeds 34,000 pounds; no vehicle or combination of vehicles
having 3 axles shall be so operated, or caused to be
operated, when the gross weight exceeds 54,000 pounds: no
vehicle or combination of vehicles having 4 axles shall be
so operated, or caused to be operated, when the gross weight
exceeds 69,000 pounds; exc rovi in ragraph E, no
vehicle or combination of vehicles having 5 or more axles
shall be so operated, or caused to be operated, when the
gross weight exceeds 80,000 pounds. Vehicles may be
operated, or caused to be operated on the Interstate Highway
System, as defined in the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956,

.with a maximum gross weight permitted by this subsection,

provided such gross weights do not exceed the following
formula:

LN
W=500 (-—---- +12N+36)
N-1
W=overall gross weight L=overall distance in

on any group of 2 feet between the
or more consecutive extreme of any group
axles to the nearest of 2 or more consecutive
500 pounds axles

N=number of axles in group under consideration

and in no case shall such gross weight limits on

the Interstate Highway System exceed 80,000 pounds.
Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §1652, sub-§1, JE, as amended by PL 1983, c.

§24, is further amended to read:

E. Notwithstanding paragraphs A and B, a combination
vehicle consisting of a 3-axle truek tractor operating in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}: to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

732,

combination with a tri-axle semitrailer may be operated, or
caused to be operated, with a maximum gross weight of 90,000
pounds; provided that:

(1) The maximum gross weight permitted by this
paragraph shall be reduced by 2,000 pounds for each
foot the distance is 1less than 32 feet between the
extreme axles, excluding the steering axle, measured to
the nearest foot:

(2) Nothing contained in this paragraph shall permit a
gross weight on the Interstate Highway System, as
defined in the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, in
excess of these-limits--established-for--that--system-in

this-seetien 80,000 pounds:

(3) A-general -permit--authorizing-+that--operatien-has
been-obtaineéd.-- The -annual -fee-for-the- permit-shall-be
$105-0¥-$9-per -calendar-moenth- 9€-{KH*H£H¥4HKHH¥}§—334 -a
fee--of--$3-shall -be--assessed--to--transfer -a- permit--te
anether--vehiele~---The--permit--may--be--obtained--upen
payment- of--the--regquired -feer-from-any- branch -office-of
the-Seeretary-of- Stater-Divisiean-of-Motor-Vehicles,—-0r
from- any--agent-of-the- Secretary of-State-who--has-been
appeinted--for--that--specifig--purpese~---These--agents
appointed--by--the--Secretary--of--State - may - charge--any
appiicant- for-a -permit-$l-over-the--required -permit-£fee
and--may---retain--that---delklar - - for--performing --this
funetien MM&QWMQ

un r maxim llow r red weight in
its home jurisdiction; and
(4) The-vehicle-dis--adreedy -fully -registered-£for-80,000
peunds Any vehicle gglgtgrgg in a Jurlgg;gg on_ where
h im wabl r weigh 1 han
n m hav rmi h rizing that
rati in_ thi h n £ h rmi
h 1 rmi ' ln ror

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §1652, sub-§1, 1[F, as enacted by PL 1987, c.

§1., is amended to read:

F. Paragraphs A, B and E notwithstanding, a combination
vehicle consisting of a 3-axle tractor operating in
combination with a tri-axle semitrailer may be operated, or
caused to be operated, with a maximum - gross weight of
100,000 pounds provided that:

(1) The distance between the extreme axles, excluding
the steering axle, shall not be less than 36 feet as
measured to the nearest foot:;
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/9" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

(2) The minimum distance between the steering axle and
the first axle of the tandem axle group shall be at
least 10 feet as measured to the nearest foot:

(3) The maximum weight on the tandem axle shall not
exceed 41,000 pounds and maximum weight on the tri-axle
shall not exceed 50,000 pounds:;

(4) For all vehicles manufactured in model year 1989
and after, all liftable axles shall be prohibited;

(5) All brakes, axles and suspensions shall be

certified with respect to weight capacity by a final
stage manufacturer. The certification shall  Dbe
presented before the permit is issued. The
certification shall be affixed to or carried in the
vehicle and presented upon request by any law
enforcement officer;

(6) Nothing in this paragraph may be construed to
permit a gross or axle weight on the Interstate Highway
System, as defined in the United States Highway Act of
1956, in excess of these--limits-established--for -that

system-in-this-seetion 80,000 pounds;
(7) A general commodity permit authorizing the
operation has been obtained. The permit shall be

carried in the vehicle at all times. The fee for an

annual permit is $360 $252 plus any surcharge required

un ragraph . The fee for a 3-month permit
is $3100 7 n rch r ir nder
subparagraph (9). A permit may be issued for a

registration period of 4 months or more on--2--merthly
prorated-basis for a fee of $21 per month plus any
ir nder h

Permits may be transferred to another vehicle for an
additional fee of $2. Any-balance--for-the-permit--fee
in- paragroph- B -may- be--applied -toward-this--permit-feer
provided--that -the--original--permit-was--issued--for--the
same - veldcle--0F-was--duly-transferred, The permit may
be obtained upon furnishing proof of certification and
payment of the required fee from any branch office of
the Secretary of State, Division of Motor Vehicles, or
from any agent of the Secretary of State who has been
appointed by the Secretary of State. Municipal agents
may charge the applicant for a permit $1 over the
required permit fee and may retain that $1 for
performing this function.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/}" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

All revenue generated by the permit fee authorized
under this subparagraph shall be expended towards the
enforcement of truck weight regulations:

(8) The vehicle is registered for 80,000-o0r--mere at

;_e_a_s&__Q_Q_,_O_O_Q pounds or the maximum allowable registered
weight in its home jurisdiction:

(9) A--vehicle-for--whigh--a-permit--has--been-obtained
under--tiH6 --paragraph--may---he --operated---under---the
provisions-of--seation-16565--without--the - payment--of -any

additienal-fee Any vehicle registered in a jurisdiction

wher im W i - wei i

han hal 1 r n_th
ner mmod j mi which r hall

n ror £ r im ri ; and

(10) A vehicle with a general commodity permit under
this paragraph may carry those special commodities
specified in section 1655 under the conditions of that
section, except that no additional permit is required.

Sec. 5. 29 MRSA §1653, as amended by PL 1969, c. 504, §45, is

repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§16§3. Weighing of vehicles: removal of excess: risk of loss on

removal

An 1li ficer m X ir h erator of any motor
vehicl i i i 2 n mi
a__weighing of the vehicle by means of ither rta r

ion . vail : h
where the vehicle is stopped, the police officer may require that
the vehi riven he near i al le of
wemwmw_u_duw

han mi h n whi he v m r vel
i ination.

__Qﬂ2_2L_Q_2QlLQ:_Qii;S21A_MBQB__EAQQLQQ_Q__QQASLQ_Q_Q__QEQL
ggggrmlngs ;Qg; ;gg weight is excess of any of the 1limits
i h r i h
operator to stop the vehicle in a place designated by the officer
n he wvehicgl hall n rmi rocee until the
operator has taken such action as may be necessary to reduce the
weight of the vgh;glg and load to such limits as are Qgrmlsggg,
£ h X W n X 2 n h £fi

may the ;gg r's discretion permit the vehigle to Droceed
wi h n X wei Th 1i f£i m

summons the owner or operator of that vehicle. Neither the pglicg
£ffi n n itical ivision r ncy
thereof shall be responsible for loss or damage to such vehicle,

i nten r an r hereof resul f such unloading.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "‘;" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

If he weigh f h vehi xceeds the allowable dgross
weigh includi h weigh ifi in n 1i 1
commodi rmi 20% or m h i fficer shall affix

n ~of-servi icker he windshield until the vehicle is
mpli with i we i imi
h r ir h n rson m he vehicl il it is brough
mpliance. A rson w m vehicl f it i
r ht in ompli n -of-servi ticker h en
1i i h i i £
Class E ime. Wh vehi i r ht in mplian h
fact may be attested by any police officer, who shall sign the

out-¢f-service sticker and then return the attested
gut-of-service sticker or portion of that sticker to the Bureau

£ Poli n w wh i hav
out-of-servi sticker d_and r rned within 15 da £
issuance is guilty of a traffic infraction.

Notwithstanding _any other provision of this section, _a
police officer, who determines that the weight of a vehicle
X h W weigh whether or n h fficer affix
an out-of-service sticker to the vehicle, may allow that wvehicle
to be operated a r nabl di more ropriate

location for unloading.
Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §1654, as amended by PL 1987, c. 732, §2, is

repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1654. Excessive vehicle weigh

1, Traffic infraction. A person who operates or causes

ration mo vehi in violation a_ weigh rovision
for any axle or group of axles or gross weight is gquilty of
excessive vehicle weight for each viglation. Excessive vehicle
wei i raffic infr ion.
2. Penalty. Notwithstanding section 1., subsection 17-C, a
rson wh i guilty of ex i vehi weigh hall b
in rdan with i ion. When h
r n xle weight limi re exceeded he nal im d
shall n the violation th resul in the higher fine.

3. Schedule of fines. Except .as provided in this chapter,
the court shall apply the following schedule in determining the

fine to be imposed for excessive vehicle weight. The fine shall
be _hased upon the amount of gross weight or axle weight in excess
of the limits prescribed in section 1652.

Percent over basic weight
allowed in section 1652 Fine schedule

Page 7-LR0O716(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/;" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

S%L“Slo“:If.L“;I&IS:lSPSISISK“SI:I‘:ﬁl‘&l‘ﬁkl‘xhl‘é’ﬁBl‘:.’k!ﬁlk|3|8ISBL“$I’;I’:EL’IIEBI'SEISMImlﬂlmknlhIw!NIH
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬁ}: to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

han 1 m ipl he n r of axl
1 he fi 1 r %

v m W ht viol . £
wable weigh n_an xl r f ax ifi in
ion 1652 r whichever i 1i 1 i exceeded

1 n_1 n fi waived. If the ex
Mium_mjwﬂgxﬁ__m_w
n r X h x1 r he fin hal redu b
2/ f th .1 i n 1l 1 un
multiplied by the number of axles in the axle group, the fine
h %,
r vehi which i igi r waiv rr ion of

under any combination of subsections 5, 6 and 7, the subsection
which gives the smallest fine shall apply. Reductions permitted

n bs ions m n mbined.
6. Fgrg;venesg for axle overweight not exceeding 5%. Any
vehicl rating within th r wei limi rmitted under

section 1652 or 1655 shall be allowed a forgiveness on axle
weight so that no fine will be assessed for excess axle weight

r n i ibution r ion 17 h
weight of any single axle unit, tandem axle unit or tri-axle unit
is n mor n 105% of the allowable weight for that axle uni

n ion 1652 1 .
7. Redi i ion load Notwith ndin ny other
rovisgion hi ion, when a f£i 4 rmin ha
vehi g;g which 15 ;g ; e g 0SS wg;g ht 11m1§§ ggrmlgted under
i 3 i h rmi h
operator to redistribute the load once by hand before proceeding.
i ; e _viglation is g§§ than 2000 pounds and the vehicle, after
ri ion 1 nfor h x1 limi n
n £ he vi 1 ion m e _im . 1f the violation is at
2 un less than un nd redistri ion
£ _the loa he vehicle t nform h xle limi h
f£fi h r 2/3. If the vi ion i 1 3
1 h 4 nd nd redistri ion of the 1loa
he vehi nform he axl imi h ine shall
u 0%
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11
13
15
17
19
21
23
25
27
29
31
33
35
37
39
41
43
45
47
49

51

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/}" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

Minim fin Ex wh h ine is waiv under th
prgv1§19n§ of this §gg;19n‘ the minimum fine for any gross_or
xle violation sh 1 X notwith ndin n
h vigion in hi i hi usin h

I r Highw m in i r ighw A
£ 1956 ] hall 1 hini T £ $20 3 f
. For h T i i . weights as
indi n i 1 rov
he D n i n ithi lendar
months prior to the time of use gx a_person_an g method approved
-th T hal m
10. Application to carr ;g;s - holding certificates or
rmi ion m ion r
mpl rriers holdi rmi r rtifi s from th
Bur Poli wh v ici in i h
vehicl n rtainin i £ residen n
Iepresentative or attorney upon whom all lawful processes
r rdin ny violation m v who ma requir
r in co n half h rier r rding the violation
n h rovision ion i h nsion of
rmi Qr rtifi i he Bur of Police for
fai i iv rn r for
failure to satisfy any penalty imposed by any court, shall
likewise apply in full force for the purposes of violations under
hi ion,

Sec. 7. 29 MRSA §§1654-A and 1654-B are enacted to read:

31654-A Aggrav x iv r weight violation

l_mwug_,_mon who operates or causes

f m r_ vehi in ion of an rovision f
r weilgh i W weight 1limi inclu
the weight limit specified in any applicable commodity permit, Qz
20% m i i rav x ive vehicle weight for
‘ea violation. vi i i -B rav
excessive vehicle weight is a traffic infraction.
2 Penal Notwi in i 1 u i 17-

Mlee vemcle weight
shall be g nished by a ne accordance with §g§§gct10n 3. Any

n W h urs wi vehicl within 12-month

eri followin n revious judi ion for violation of

i nsi n r n ffense.
For th r £ thi ion ) eviou judication h
withi 12-month 1 i k ntr

by the clerk of the judgment of adjudication igs 12 months or less

ich i nalized or for which

h nal is or m enhan

Page 10-LR0716(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "}]" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

. Fine. n r who is il £ rav xcessive
vehicle weigh 11 ish i in rdan with

hi ion. The fine im hall h 13 1 r
weigh ine under ion 4 ion in d_by 50%
for the fir ffense, and by 100% for a second or subsequent

i - i 1 r
fine w £ n axle vi i ion 1654 h
r £i h im h r hall il f
rav bid i vehicle weight.

. 4. Prior offenses. After a person has been charged with a
violation of thi tion, the police officer shall investigate
to determine whether the charged person _has any prior

s . hi on. . . ion
the officer shall make the necessary inquiries of the Secretary
of State. )

5. Presumption of identity. If the name and date of
of the person being prosecuted under this section are the same as
he n who h revi judi ion for violati f

i ion hen ther hall ion th h rson

is the same person who has previously been adjudicated to have
committed that violation.

654-B. R of fender

"1. Record keeping. The Secretary of shall maintain a
record of excessive vehicle weight violations for informational
r n r f a \'4 X iv vehicl weigh

vioglations sufficient to determine whether a given offense is a
repeat offense for a given vehicle.

2. Suspension for repeat offenders. In the event that the

r m n r £ n

subsection 1 shows a_ vehicle to have been operated in violation

of section 1654-A 3 or more times durin 12-month peri then

h b hall n without preliminary
T . . e 1i 1

vehi -of - vehi igh
in thi . For th b £ i i vehicle is
operated in violation of section 1654-A if the operation results
in an adjudication under that section. The term of suspension

for 3r fen within 12-month peri hall
n h rm of nsi £ he 4th s uen ffenses
within a 12-month period shall be 60 days.
3. Crimipal penalty. Notwithstanding section 1654-A, for a
excessive vehicle weight is a Class E c¢rime, but the fine
ifi i ion 1 h nsion ifi in this

Page 11-LR0O716(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "’;" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

Sec. 8. 29 MRSA §1655, as amended by PL 1985, c. 812, Pt. A,
§§4. 4-A and 5, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

1655. Weigh ler for rtain vehicl

The_operation on th ighw vehi ntirely
wi r w irew \'A im ion 1 r
pulpw w i i i d rock m ial
in in im m r . road salt,
m ! r id w ilding m i
and incinerator ash _which absorb moisture during delivery
rigi . i pati withi X N ruck
r ruck r nsit-mix truck rryin
highway construction materials; or any vehicle loaded with a
majority of products requiring refrigeration, whether by ice or
mechanical equipment, and on such vehicl when in c he
State PQllgg. ; g number of ;hg seal shall be recorded and the
n £ th h 1] h
rati h h \4 £ hi with w_ore from
mine or quarry to place of processing shall not be deemed to be
in vi ion if th r wei vehicl n X
IQ% g the maximum gross weight perm ;;gd for such vehicle by
2 n rovi th m x1 for th
vh:.l n X 24,2 _for ingl x1
4 n £ ndem_ axle uni 4 ound f r
tri-axle unit, except that 64,000 pounds shall be permitted on
i-ax ni 4-a vehi h i r
r rovi ial i rmi i i
When any of the tolerances in ; is sectio are exceeded, the

if ween W n h iv imi

s_s;_@_l_lf_s_e_L__.m_u_Qn__m__ﬁ.ha__b_e_&i_a_s the_lzggls for

mi h n £ ov which the in
ion 1654 shall d.

maximum gr weigh £f1 vided th he maxim
wei rmi m ni hall 44
u nd the maxim r weigh rmi n tri-axle uni
hall 4,00 nd and provi h i n between
he extrem x1 xcludi th ri x1 i lea 2
feet. Any such vehicle, if registered in a jurisdiction where
he maxim low reqgj r weigh i 1 han
un m hav rmi horizin h ration in thi
. Th nnual f for th ermi hall 1 and th
rmit £ shall n £or rter time periods.

Page 12-LRO716(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '4;" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

A_vehicl T mbination vehicl m b erated or
r n h nter ighw m
defined in the Federal Aj Highway A with a_ gros
weight which exceeds 73,280 _pounds, if such gross weight
rmi hi ion n X he formula in ion
1652.

1 mmodi mi m in m an ranch

office of the Division of Motor Vehicles or from any agent of the
wh i f h ifi
ur . _An n inte _th r r f may charge

lican mmodi rmi 1 for the issuance of

special commodity permit and may retain the dollar as the agent's

ion mi his. ion, v ial

mmod i mi hal xpi wi nnual registration of th

vehi . _Th in n £ n hall be limi to either
munici X rs_an wn_or ci man r

her hal har 2 r h rmit i
ver th f pr ssi h rmit _an char of $2 shall
r rmi her vehicl

if vehi which th rmi

iwwmw_m

r n man W rcem offi

When vehicl n_th highw f hi
nti wi mmoditi numerat in thi ion
X maxi ro weight limj lish for imilar
vehicle operated under a special commodity permit, as provided in
this section, and no special commodity permit has been obtained,
Lumm_mmﬂmwmi
special commodity permit before being allowed to proceed. This

r iremen n recl he im ition n nalti r
fin weight violation 1i in ion 4 nor es

The tolerances provided in this section shall only apply
when actually engaged in_ the transportation of the commodities

Page 13-LR0O716(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "”/" to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

listed in this section. Tolerances are only permitted when a
vehicle is registered for at Jleast the maximum legal weight

llow for th vehi ion 2.

Sec. 9. Informational activities. The Department of
Transportation, the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Bureau of
State Police shall <conduct an interagency truck weight
informational effort. That effort shall be directed towards
improving the information on weight laws and rules provided by
the State to truckers; sharing information with the Attorney
General and the judiciary about the major impact that overweight
vehicles have on the highways; and identifying and making known
to potential users those vehicle types which have reduced impact
on the highways.

Sec. 10. Efforts with other jurisdictions. The Bureau of State
Police and the Department of Transportation shall continue to
work with officials of neighboring states and Canada to develop
joint efforts in weight enforcement, and other efforts which will
improve compliance with the weight limits by vehicles from other
jurisdictions, and improve compliance by Maine truckers with the
weight limits in those other jurisdictions.

Sec. 11. Report. The Department of Transportation, with the
assistance of the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Bureau of
State Police, shall report in January 1990 and January 1991, and
biennially thereafter, to the Governor and the Legislature on the
status of  compliance with the vehicle weight laws, the
enforcement of those laws and progress in achieving improved
compliance with them.

Sec. 12. Study of civil and equitable action. The Department of
Transportation shall study the possibility of pursuing civil and
equitable action against persons who are guilty of repeated
aggravated vehicle overweight violations, including such measures
as injunctions, posting of bond and civil suits for damages to
the highways. The department shall include its findings in the
1990 report required by section 11 of this Act.

Sec. 13. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
the Highway Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1989-90 1999-91
SECRETARY OF STATE,
DEPARTMENT OF
Administration - Motor Vehicles
Positions . (2) (2)
Personal Services $34,741 $49,793
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/9; to H.P. 36, L.D. 36

All Other 11,521 15,285
Capital Expenditures 21,300

Provides funds for a Hearings
Examiner, a Clerk Typist III,
and - general operating
expenses to handle the
anticipated additional
hearing workload.

DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE
TOTAL $67,562 $65,078

Sec. 14. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
the Transportation Safety Fund to carry out the purposes of this
Act. '

1989-90 1990-91
PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Motor Carrier Safety
Positions (12) (12)
Personal Services $256,094 $363,345
All Other 128,039 79,287
Capital Expenditures . 217,752
Provides funds for 12
additional troopers for the
Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement Division.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY -
TOTAL $601, 885 $442,632

Sec. 15. Transition: no rebates authorized. Notwithstanding any
adjustments to or repeal of any fees pursuant to this Act, no
fees collected for permits prior to the effective date of this
Act may be refunded by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 16. Effective date. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 shall take
effect January 1, 1990. '
FISCAL NOTE
If enacted, this bill will result in:

1. A General Fund appropriation to the Judicial Department
in the amount of $104,606 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $107,991
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for fiscal year 1990-91. This appropriation would provide funds
for 6 assistant clerk positions to handle the additional work
load from the increased enforcement activities of the 12
additional troopers. This appropriation has not been included in
the bill. Therefore, the bill will have to be amended to include

.an appropriation section which contains this information.

2. A Highway Fund allocation to the Division of -Motor
Vehicles in the amount of $67,562 for fiscal year 1989-90 and
$65,078 for fiscal year 1990-91. This allocation provides funds
for a Hearings Examiner and a Clerk Typist III to handle the
anticipated increased hearing work load.

3. A Transportation Safety Fund allocation to the
Department of Public Safety in the amount of $601,885 for fiscal
year 1989-90 and $442,632 for fiscal year 1990-91. This
allocation provides funds for 12 additional troopers for the
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division. Also, it is anticipated
that federal highway funds will be available for the purpose of
purchasing additional weight scales for the Department of Public
Safety.

4. An increase in the collection of fines of appioximately
$1,470,000 for the biennium from the proposed increase in
enforcement activities. The additional revenue breaks down as
follows:

1989-90 1990-91
General Fund ' _ $286,875 $382,500
Highway Fund " 286,875 . 382,500
Jail Surcharge 56,250 15,000
Total $630,000 $840,000
5. Reduction of Highway Fund revenue in the amount of

$375,000 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $750,000 for fiscal year
1990-91. This loss of revenue would be derived from the removal
of the fee for special commodity permits currently collected by
the Division of Motor Vehicles.

6. The establishment of a 5% tolerance on axle weight for
vehicles within the gross weight 1limits for which the .exact
fiscal impact of this provision cannot be determined at this
time.' '

STATEMENT OF FACT

The original bill was the result of a 1988 study by the
Joint Standing Committee on Transportation.
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As amended by the committee, the amendment follows the
original bill by focusing on trucks that are aggravated
overweight. Aggravated overweight is defined as 20% overweight
because a truck which is 20% overweight has the same road impact
as 2 trucks at the legal weight limit,

The amendment retains, with some modifications, 4 major
initiatives from the original bill to improve compliance with the
truck weight limits.

1. An out-of-service sticker would be placed on trucks that
are aggravated overweight, to help enforce the present law which
prohibits moving them until brought into compliance. Moving the
vehicle without bringing it into compliance would be a Class E
crime, but the amendment adds discretion for the officer to allow
the vehicle to proceed to a more appropriate place for unloading
if, for example, there is a problem with safety or perishability.

2. The fine is increased by 50% for trucks that are
aggravated overweight. The fine schedule for simple overweight is
the same as in present law. The amendment makes overweight or
aggravated overweight a traffic infraction, to allow for easier
enforcement.

3. The fine is doubled for repeat offenders of aggravated
overweight provisions, and the registration would be suspended
for 3rd and subsequent offenses within a 12-month period. The
amendment makes a 3rd and subsequent offense a Class E crime to
emphasize the severity of the offense.

4. Twelve State Police troopers would be added to the
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division. At present, 20 officers
and 8 civilians are authorized.

The committee amendment addresses 3 other issues of special
significance.

1. A new 5% tolerance on axle weight is provided for
vehicles which are within the gross weight limits. The existing
waivers and fine ., reductions for minor gross weight and axle
weight violations would also continue. The smallest axle fine
available would apply, but reductions from the 3 different
provisions could not be combined.

2. To operate at 90,000 pounds, domestic vehicles would
have to register for 90,000 pounds, instead of registering for
80,000 and getting a general permit as under present law.
Vehicles from other jurisdictions would have to register for at
least 90,000 pounds if allowed. If not, they would have to pay a
permit fee of $105 to carry 90,000 pounds in this State.
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3. Vehicles carrying special commodities, such as logs,
gravel, or farm produce, can get a special commodity permit under
present law to carry extra weight. The amendment retains these
permits, but removes the fees. To carry 100,000 pounds on a
general commodity permit, a vehicle from in-state or out-of-state
must register or pay the fee for the general commodity permit.
The total fee, including the 90,000 pound registration, for the
6-axle vehicle with a 100,000 pound general commodity permit
remains unchanged. As in present law, if a vehicle exceeds the
weight allowed by its commodity permit, the fine is based on the
weight in excess of the road limit, not the higher permit limit.

Finally, the amendment does not include any appropriation
for the assistant clerks requested by the Judicial Department,
despite their inclusion in item 1 of thé fiscal note. The Joint
Standing Committee on Transportation has reviewed the request and
has not been persuaded of the need for all 6 clerks to handle the
additional work load from the 12 troopers added to the Commercial
Vehicle Enforcement Division under section 14 of this Act.

Reported by the Committee on Transportation
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

House
5/23/89

(Filing No. H-277) ’
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