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L.D. 36 

(Filing No. H- 277) 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

114TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,,/1-.. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36, Bill, "An Act' 
to Improve Compliance with Truck Weight Limits" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
17 clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 

place the following: 
19 

. Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §2469 first" as repealed and replaced by PL 
21 1987, c. 789, §10, is amended to read: 

~3 With each application for registration of motor trucks, 
tractors and truck tractors shall be paid an annual registration 

25 fee graduated as follows when equipped with pneumatic tires: 

27 From a pounds gross weight to 6, 000 pounds gross weight 
o (! \) \) " 0 .... (I\)\) \) (I ..... <I .......... e ...... 0 ................................................. • $22 

29 
From 6,001 pounds gross weight to 9,000 pounds gross 

31 wei,ght ................................... ' ................. $28 

33 From 9,001 pounds gross weight to 12,000 pounds gross 
weight .................................................... $45 

35 
From 12,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross 

37 weight .................................................... $7 8 

39 From 14,001 pounds gross weight to 16,000 pounds gross 
weight ................................................... $102 

41 
From 16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross 

43 weight ................................................... $127 

45 From 18,001 pounds gross weight to 20,000 pounds gross 
weight ................................................... $158 

47 
From 20,001 pounds gross weight to 23,000 pounds gross 

49 weight ................................................... $185 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. ft .. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 
From 23,001 pounds gross weight to 26,000 pounds gross 

3 weight ................... o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $217 

5 From 26,001 pounds gross weight to 28,000 pounds gross 
weight ..................................................... $262 

7 
From 28,001 pounds gross weight to 32,000 pounds gross 

9 weight. 0 •• 0 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 • 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• $303 

11 From 32,001 pounds gross weight to 34,000 pounds gross 
weight .... 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $337 

13 
From 34,001 pounds gross weight to 38,000 pounds gross 

15 we i 9 h t. . . .. . . . . . . . . . 0 • • • • • • .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • II .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $ 3 7 4 

17 From 38,001 pounds gross weight to 40,000 pounds gross 
we i 9 h t. . . 0 • CI • (I 0 • • • .. • .. • • .. • • • .. • • • • .. • • • .. • • • • • tI .. • • • • .. • • • • • • • • $ 3 9 8 

19 
From 40,001 pounds gross weight to 42,000 pounds gross 

21 weight ........... 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• $421 

23 From 42,001 pounds gross wei9ht to 45,000 pounds gross 
weight". 0 (I." .... (I. "' ••• -. 0 ••••••••• 0· •••••••••••••••••••••••• $445 

25 
From 45,001 pounds gross weight to 48,000 pounds gross 

27 weight .....•• o. 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $492 

29 From 48,001 pounds gross weight to 51,000 pounds gross 
weight ................•.••............................... $528 

31 
From 51,001 pounds gross weight to 54,000 pounds gross 

33 weight ................••.•...•........................... $563 

35 From 54,001 pounds gross weight to 55,000 pounds gross 
weight ........ o. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $575 

37 
From 55,001 pounds gross weight to 60,000 pounds gross 

39 weight .....•.•.............•.....•.........•.............. $635 

41 From 60,001 pounds gross weight to 65,000 pounds gross 
weight ................................................... $694 

43 
From 65,001 pounds gross weight to 69,000 pounds gross 

45 weight ................................................... $757 

47 From 69,001 pounds gross weight to 72,000 pounds gross 
weight ............•...•................................... $792 

49 
From 72,001 pounds gross weight to 75,000 pounds gross 

51 weight ................•.................................. $816 

Page 2-LR0716(2) 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f/ .. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 From 75,001 pounds gross weight to 78,000 pounds gross 
weight ................................................... $852 

3 
From 78,001 pounds gross weight to 80,000 pounds gross 

5 weight ...................•............................... $872 

7 From 80.001 pounds gross weight to 90.000 pounds gross 
weight ................•................•................. $977 

9 

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1652, sub-§l, ,A, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
11 94, Pt. S, §11, is further amended to read: 

l3 

15 

17 

19 

21 

23 

25 

27 

29 

31 

33 

35 

31 

39 

41 

43 

45 

47 

A. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be operated, 
or caused to be operated, on or over any way or bridge when 
the gross weight, actual weight of vehicle and load, exceeds 
gGrQQQ 90.000 pounds. No vehicles having 2 axles shall be so 
operated, or caused to be operated, when the gross weight 
exceeds 34,000 pounds; no vehicle or combination of vehicles 
having 3 axles shall be so operated, or caused to be 
operated, when the gross weight exceeds 54,000 pounds; no 
vehicle or combination of vehicles having 4 axles shall be 
so operated, or caused to be operated, when the gross weight 
exceeds 69,000 pounds: except as provided in paragraph E. no 
vehicle or combination of vehicles having 5 or more axles 
shall be so operated, or caused to be operated, when the 
gross weight exceeds 80,000 pounds. Vehicles may be 
operated, or caused to be operated on the Interstate Highway 
System, as defined in the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956 • 

. wi th a maximum gross weight permitted by this subsection, 
provided such gross weights do not exceed the following 
formula: 

LN 
W=500 (------ +12N+36) 

N-l 

W=overall gross weight 
on any group of 2 
or more consecutive 
axles to the nearest 
5.00 pounds 

L=overall distance in 
feet between the 
extreme of any group 
of 2 or more consecutive 
axles 

N=number of axles in group under consideration 

and in no case shall such gross weight limits on 
the Interstate Highway System exceed 80,000 pounds. 

Sec. 3. 29 MRS A §1652, sub-§l, ,E, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
49 455, §24, is further amended to read: 

51 E. Notwithstanding paragraphs 
vehicle consisting of a 3-axle 

A and S. a combination 
t;Fyel£ tractor operating in 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f},. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 combination with a tri-axle semitrailer may be operated, or 
caused to be operated, with a maximum gross weight of 90,000 

3 pounds; provided that: 

5 (1) The maximum gross weight permitted by this 
paragraph shall be reduced by 2,000 pounds for each 

7 foot the distance is less than 32 feet between the 
extreme axles, excluding the steering axle, measured to 

9 the nearest foot; 

11 (2) Nothing contained in this paragraph shall permit a 
g~oss weight on the Interstate Highway System, as 

13 defined, in the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, in 
excess of ~he&e-~~~~~-&&~~~&h&G-fe£-~~--sys~em-~R 

15 ~hi&-&ee~ieR 80,000 pounds; 

17 ( 3 ) A-~-a-l--E'e£FII.,i~-~~~~~i-Rq--·Ul·a-t--e~eFa&ieR-~ 

BeeR-~~~Re4,--~~~~-'ee-fe£~~~~~1t--saa~~-Be 

19 $~g9-e£-~~--Ga~RGa~-FIIeR~h-e£-~~~~~~~--aRG-a 

'ee-«--$6-~l-l--Be- a66e&6ed--~e-~-!"-ans-t-e-r--a-~~i-t--l;e 

21 aRe~heF--yehieleT---~he--~eFFllil;--FIIaY--Be--eBl;aiRe9--QPeR 

~ayFReR~-~-~~-~~~-'eer-f£eFII-~-~~-G'~~-e' 
23 I;he-bee.£e~a£y-~- Sl;al;eT-~.,i .... .,if;4eR-~--M€>t.g.c-.I,Ze.h.i-a-J:.e&.,--<H'

'FeFII-~~-e'-~he-~~~1r-G~-S~a~e-~~-BeeR 

25 a~peiRl;e9--'eF--~hal;--&~eei'ie--PQFpe&eT---~he&e--a~eR1;& 

appeiR~ee-~~-~~-~£e~~£y--e'-~~~-~-~h~£~e--aRY 
27 a~~lieaR~-~e£-~~~~-$~-e .... e£-~~-!"~~~-~~~&-~ee 

aRe--~--Fe~aiR--~~--~~~~--fe£--~~~~~--l;hi& 
29 'QRe~ieR The vehicle is registered for at least 90,00J2. 

pounds or the maximum allowable registered weight in 
31 its home jurisdiction; and 

33 (4) ~he- .... eh.,ie~e-~~-~~~~~l-~~~~-~~-3grggg 
peQR9& Any vehicle registered in a jurisdiction where 

35 the maximum allowable registered weight is less than 
90.000 pounds must have a permit authorizing that 

37 operation in this State. The annual fee for the permit 
shall be $105, and the permit fee shall not be prorated 

39 for shorter time periods. 

41 Sec. 4. 29 MRS A §1652, sub-§l, -,rF, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 

43 

45 

47 

49 

51 

732, §l, is amended to read: 

F. Paragraphs A, Band E notwithstanding, a combination 
vehicle consisting of a 3-axle tractor operating in 
combination with a tri-axle semitrailer may be operated, or 
Caused to be operated, with a maximum· gross weight of 
100,000 pounds provided that: 

(1) The distance between the extreme axles, excluding 
the steering axle, shall not be less than 36 feet as 
measured to the nearest foot; 

Page 4-LR0716(2) 



1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

15 

17 

19 

21 

23 

25 

27 

29 

31 

33 

35 

37 

39 

41 

43 

45 

47 

49 

51 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. fi .. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

(2) The minimum distance between the steering axle and 
the first axle of the tandem axle group shall be at 
least 10 feet as measured to the nearest foot; 

( 3 ) The maximum weight on the tandem axle shall not 
exceed 41,000 pounds and maximum weight on the tri-axle 
shall not exceed 50,000 pounds; 

(4) For all vehicles manufactured in model year 1989 
and after, all liftable axles shall be prohibited; 

(5) All brakes, axles and suspensions shal·l be 
certified with respect to weight capacity by a final 
stage manufacturer. The certification shall be 
presented before the permit is issued. The 
certification shall be affixed to or carried in the 
vehicle and presented upon request by any law 
enforcement officer; 

(6) Nothing in this paragraph may be construed to 
permit a gross or axle weight on the Interstate Highway 
System, as defined in the, United States Highway Act of 
1956, in excess of t:h9se--1-j,m..i-t-s--est:a.9~ishee.--f-or--t:hat: 

syst:em-iB-t:his-seet:i9B 80,000 pounds; 

(7) A general commodity permit authorizing the 
operation has been obtained. The permit shall be 
carried in the vehicle at ,all times. The fee for an 
annual permit is $69Q $252 plus any surcharge reguir~ 
under subparagraph (9). The fee for a 3-month permit 
is UQQ $75 plus any surcharge reguired under 
subparagraph (9). A permit may be issued for a 
registration period of 4 months or more 9R--a--m&R&hl-y 
pF9Fat:ee.--bas-i-s- for a fee of $21 per month plus any 
surcharge reguired under subparagraph (9). 

Permits may be transferred to another vehicle for an 
additional fee of $2. ARy-~~-~~-t:he-~m4~--~ 

iB-~~~~-may-~~1-~-t:9waFe.-~fli~-~~-~eeT 
pF9Yie.ee.-~~--t:he--or-~1--peFmit:-~-issQee.--f-or--t:Re 

same-~~~~~~-wa6-~~-&FaRS~eFFeQr The permit may 
be obtained upon furnishing proof of certification and 
payment of the required fee from any branch office of 
the Secretary of State, Division of Motor Vehicles, or 
from any agent of the Secretary of State who has been 
appointed by the Secretary of State. Municipal agents 
may charge the applicant for a permit $1 over the 
required permit fee and may retain that $1 for 
performing this function. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. If .. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

All revenue generated by the permit fee authorized 
under this subparagraph shall be expended towards the 
enforcement of truck weight regulations; 

(8) The vehicle is registered for 8gTggg--o£--m&~& II 
least 90,000 pounds or the maximum allowable registered 
weight in its home jurisdiction; 

(9) A--¥ehi-G-le--.f-&£--whieh--a--,p&Cfn-i~--has--be&D--~-ai~ 

QRaeF--~~~--pa~~Fapa--~--~--epe£a~ea--~---~he 
pFey~6~eRs-~--&&G~~&-1~ee-~~~--~a&-pa~-~~-aRy 

aaa~~~eRa*-~ee Any vehicle registexed in a jurisdiction 
where the maximum allowable registered' weight is less 
than 90,000 pounds shall pay an annual surcharge on the 
general commodity permit of $105, which surcharge shall 
not be prorated for shorter time periods; and 

(10) A vehicle with a generalcommodi ty permit under 
19 this paragraph may carry those special commodities 

specified in section 1655 under the conditions of that 
21 section, except that no additional permit is required. 

2.3 Sec. 5. 29 MRSA §165~, as amended by PL 1969, c. 504, §45, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

25 
§1653. Wei9Ping of vehicles; removal of excess; risk of loss on 

27 removal 

29 Any police officer may require the operator of any motor 
vehicle described in sections 1652 and 1656 to stop and submit to 

31 a weighing of the vehicle by means of either portable or 
stationary scales. If such scales are not available at the place 

33 where the vehicle is stopped, the police officer may require that 
the vehicle be driven to the nearest public scales capable of 

35 ~eighing the vehicle and load if that does not increase by more 
than 5 miles the distance which the vehicle may reasonably travel 

37 to reach its destination. 

39 Whenever a police officer, upon weighing a vehicle and load, 
Mtermines .that the weight is in excess of any of the limits 

41 prescribed in section 1652 or 1655, the officer shall require the 
operator to stop the vehicle in a place designated by the officer 

43 and the vehicle shall not be permitted to proceed until the 
~erator has taken such action as may be necessary to reduce the 

45 weight of the vehicle and load to such limits as are permitted. 
If the excess weight does not exceed 2,000 pounds, the officer 

47 may in the officer I s discretion permit the vehicle to proceed 
without unloading the excess weight. The police officer may 

49 ~ons the owner or operator of that vehicle. Neither the police 
officer, the State nor any political subdivision or agen~ 

51 ~hereof shall be responsible for loss or damage to such vehicle, 
its contents or any part thereof as a result of such unloading. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f}:. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 
If the weight of the vehicle ex~eeds the allowa1;>le gross 

3 weight. including the weight specified in any applicable 
~mmodity permit, by 2Q~ or more, the police officer shall affix 

5 an out-of-service sticker to the windshield until the vehicle is 
brought into compliance with the prescribed weight limits and 

7 shall require that no person moye the vehicle until it is brought 
into compliance. Any person who moyes that vehicle before it is 

9 brought into compliance and the out-of-service sticker has been 
signed by a police officer to attest to that fact is guilty of a 

11 Class E crime. When the vehicle is brought- into compliance, that 
fact may be attested by-allY police officer, who shall sign the 

13 out-of-service sticker and then return the attested 
out-of-service sticker or portion of that sticker to the Bureau 

15 of State Police. Any owner or operator who fails to have the 
out-of-service sticker attested and returned within 15 days of 

17 issuance is guilty of a traffic infraction. 

19 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a 
police officer, who determines that the weight of a vehicle 

21 exceeds the allowable weight, whether or not the officer affixes 
an out-of-service sticker to the vehicle, may allow that vehicle 

23 to be operated a reasonable distance to a more appropriate 
location for unloading. 

25 
Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §1654, as amended by PL 1.987, c. 732, §2, is 

27 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

29 §1654. Excessive vehicle weight 

31 1. Traffic infraction. A person who operates or causes 
operation of a motor vehicle in violation of a weight provision 

33 for any axle or group of axles or gross weight is guilty of 
excessive vehicle weight for each violation. Excessive vehicle 

35 weight is a traffic infraction. 

37 2. Penalty-. Notwithstanding section 1. subsection 17 -C, a 
person who is guilty of excessive vehicle weight shall be 

39 punished by a fine in accordance with this section. When both 
gross and axle weight limits are exceeded. the penalty imposed 

41 shall be on the violation that results in the higher fine. 

43 3. Schedule of fines. Except. as provided in this chapter, 
the court shall apply the following schedule in determining the 

45 fine to be imposed for excessive vehicle weight. The fine shall 
be based upon the amount of gross weight or axle weight in excess 

47 of the limits prescribed in section 1652. 

49 

51 
Percent over basic weight 
allowed in section 1652 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "fr:. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 1 llQ 
l liQ 

3 .l 1.lQ 

~ tiQ 
5 .5. ~ 

~ tQQ 
7 I llQ 

.a n2 
9 .2. 12Sl 

.lQ. llCN 
11 II lll.5. 

li -ll.1Q 

13 1.3. tll.5. 
14 11.&Q 

15 l.5. ll1..5. 
II tl9..Q. 

17 17 liQ.5. 
.ll. lilQ . 

19 l.2. lill 
N li.2..Q. 

21 21 $270 

n li.2..Q 
23 n UJ.Q 

24 liN 
25 l.5. U5Q 

~ ~ 
27 27 ll.2.ll 

II ~tiQ 
29 ~ li1.Q. 

30 ll2.Q 
31 n tfl.5. 

.ll ~OJl 
33 II ~ 

II 1.5..5.Q 
35 .l2 1.5.I.5. 

'~ t®Q 
37 11 tli.5. 

.lB. ll.5.Q 
39 II $675 

!Q UJ2Q 
41 41 lllQ 

li ll2..Q. 
43 43 ll9Jl 

44 lll.Q 
45 45 ll..5.Q 

~ HaQ. 
47 47 t.2JJl 

48 lliQ 
49 II £9.1.Q 

.2Q $.1,000 
51 MQr~ tha,n 50 U,QQQ glyS SlQ 

fQr ~g~h ger~ent 
53 over 5Q" 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. 1(.. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 
4. Forgiveness for minor gross weight violations. If tM 

3 allowable gross weight as specified in section 1652 or 1655, 
whichev·er is applicable, is exceeded by less than 500 pounds 

5 multiplied by the number of axles less one, the fine shall be 
waived. If the allowable gross weight is exceeded by more than 

7 500 but less than 1,000 pounds multiplied by the number of axles 
less one, the fine shall be reduced by 50'. 

9 

5 • Forgiveness for minor pIe weight violations. I f the 
11 allowable weight on any axle or groUp of axles as specified in 

section 1652 or 1655, whichever is applicable, is exceeded by 
13 less than 1,000 pounds, the fine shall be waived. If the excess 

is less than 1,000 PQUnds plus 500 pounds multiplied by the 
15 number of axles in the axle group, the fine shall be reduced by 

213. If the excess is less than L 000 pounds plus L 000 pounds 
17 multiplied by the number of axles in the axle group, the fine 

shall be reduced by 50'. 
19 

For a vehicle which is eligible for a waiver or reduction of fine 
21 under any combination of subsections 5, 6 and 7, the subsection 

which gives the smallest fine shall apply. Reductions permitted 
23 under those subsections may not be combined. 

25 6. Forgiveness for pIe overweight not exceeding 5'. Any 
vehicle operating within the gross weight limits permitted under 

27 section 1652 or 1655 shall be allowed a forgiveness on axle 
weight so that no fine will be assessed for excess axle weight 

29 if. before any redistribution of load under subsection 7, the 
weight of any single axle unit, tandem axle unit or tri-axle unit 

31 is not more than 105' of the allowable weight for that axle unit 
under section 1552 or 1655. 

33 
1. Redistribution of load. Notwithstanding any other 

35 prov~s~on of this section, when an officer determines that a 
Y!t.hicle which is within the gross weight limits permitted under 

37 section 1552 or 1655 is in violation of the axle weight limits 
permjtted in those sections, the offjcer shall permit the 

39 operator to redistribute the lQad once by hand before proceeding. 

41 If the violation is less than 2000 pounds and the vehicle, after 
redistribution of the load, conforms to the axle limits, no 

43 penalty for the violation may be imposed. If the violation is at 
least 2,QQQ pounds but less than 3,QOO pounds and redistribution 

45 of the load causes the vehicle to conform to the axle limits, the 
fine shall be reduced by 2/3. If the violation is at least 3,QOQ 

47 pounds but less than 4,QQQ pounds and redistribution of the load 
causes the vehicle to conform to the axle limits, the fine shall 

49 be reduced by 50'. 

Page 9-LRQ716(2) 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. {1 .. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 8. Minimum fine. Except when the fine is waived under the 
provisions of this section. the minimum fine for any gross or 

3 axle violation shall be $10. except that. notwithstanding any 
other prov~s~on in this section. for vehicles using the 

5 Interstate Highway System as defined in the Federal Highway Act 
of 1956. there shall be a minimum fine of $20 and cost of court. 

7 
9. Scales. For the purposes of this Title. weights as 

9 indicated by any type of stationary or portable scales approved 
by the Department of Transportation and tested within 12 calendar 

11 months prior to the time of use br a person and method approved
by-the department shall be deemed accurate. 

13 
10. Application to carriers holding certificates or 

15 permits. Exemptions from penalty in section 1656 for operators 
employed by carriers holding permits or certificates from the 

17 Bureau of State Police, who have not participated in loading the 
vehicles and pertaining to appointment of a resident agent. 

19 representative or attorney upon whom all lawful processes 
regarding any violation may be served and who may be required to 

21 appear in court on behalf of the carrier regarding the violation. 
and the provisions of the section relating to the suspension of 

23 permits or certificates issued by the 8ureau of State Police for 
failure to appoint an agent. representative or attorney. or for 

25 failure to satisfy any penalty imposed by any court. shall 
likewise apply in full force for the purposes of violations under 

27 this section. 

29 Sec. 7. 29 MRS A §§1654-A and 1654-8 are enacted to read: 

31 §1654-A. Aggravated excessive gross weight violations 

33 1. Traffic infraction. A person who operates or causes 
operation of any motor vehicle in violation of any provision for 

35 gross weight by exceeding the allowable weight limit. including 
the weight limit specified in any applicable commodity permit. by 

37 20' or more is guilty of aggravated excessive vehicle weight for 
each violation. Except as provided in section 1654-8. aggravated 

39 excessive vehicle weight is a traffic infraction. 

41 2. Penalty. Notwithstanding section 1. subsection 17 -C. 
any person who is guilty Of aggravated excessive vehicle weight 

43 shall be punished by a fine in accordance with subsection- 3. Any 
offense which occurs with the same vehicle within a 12-month 

45 period following any previous adjudication for a violation of 
this section shall be considered a second or subsequent offense. 

47 For the purposes of this section. a - previous adjudication has 
occurred within the 12-month period if the date of docket entry 

49 by the clerk of the judgment of adjudication is 12 months or less 
from the date of the new conduct which is penalized or for which 

51 the penalty is Of may be enhanced. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}.: to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 3. Fine. Any person who is guilty of aggravated excessiv~ 
vehicle weight shall be punished by a fine in accordance with 

3 this subsection. The fine imposed shall be the applicable gross 
weight fine under section 1654, subsection 3. increased by 50"!. 

5 for the first offense. and by 100'\ for a second or subsequent 
offense during a 12-month period. In the event that a larger 

7 fine would be due for an axle violation under section 1654. that 
larger fine shall be imposed, but the person shall be guilty of 

9 aggravated excessive vehicle weight. 

11 4. Prior offenses. After a person has been charged with a 
violation of this sectiQn. the PQlice Qfficer shall investi'gate 

13 tQ determine whether the charged persQn has any prior 
adjudication under this section. As part Qf the investigatiQn. 

15 the Qfficer shall make the necessary inquiries of the Secietary 
Qf State. 

17 
5. Presumption of identity. If the name and date of birth 

19 Qf the persQn being prQsecuted under this sectiQn are the same as 
the persQn whQ has a previQus adjudicatiQn fQr a viQlation Qf 

21 this sectiQn. then there shall be a presumption that the person 
~the same persQn whQ has previously been adjudicated to have 

23 committed that violation. 

25 §1654-B. Repeat offenders 

27 1. Record keeping. The Secretary Qf State shall maintain a 
recQrd Qf excessive vehicle weight viQlatiQns for infQrmatiQnal 

29 purpQses and a recQrd of aggravated excessive vehicle weight 
viQlatiQns sufficient to determine whether a given Qffense is a 

31 repeat Qffense for a given vehicle. 

33 2. Suspension fQr repeat offepders. In the event that the 
record maintained by the Secretary of State pursuant to 

35 subsectiQn 1 shows a vehicle tQ have been Qperated in viQlation 
Qf sectiQn 1654-A 3 Qr mQre times during a 12-mQnth period. then 

37 the Secretary Qf State shall suspend. without preliminary 
hearing. the registration plates and certificate. applicable to 

39 the vehicle or. fQr an out-of-state vehicle, the right to operate 
in this State. For the purposes of this section. a vehicle. is 

41 operated in viQlation of section 1654-A if the operation results 
i~n adjudicatiQn under that section. The term Qf suspensiQn 

4.3 for the 3rd Qffense within a 12-mQnth period shall be 30 days. 
and the term Qf suspension for the 4th and subsequent offenses 

45 within a 12-mQnth period shall be 60 days. 

47 3. Criminal penalty. Notwithstanding section 1654-A. for a 
3rd or subsequent offense within a 12-month period. aggravated 

49 excessive vehicle weight is a Class E crime. but the fine 
specified in section 1654-A and the suspension specified in this 

51 section shall apply. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. ~ to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 Sec. 8. 29 MRSA §1655, as amended by PL 1985, c. 812, Pt. A, 
§§4, 4-A and 5, is repealed and the following enacted in its 

3 place: 

5 §1655. Weight tolerance for certain vehicles 

7 Ihe operation on the highways of any vehicle loaded entirely 
with bark, sawdust. firewood, sawed lumber, dimension lumber, 

9 ~lpwood, wood chips. logs. soils, unconsolidated rock materials 
including limestone, bolts, farm produce, road salt. 

11 manufacturer I s concrete products, solid waste building materials 
and incinerator a.sA ___ "!njch absorb moisture during delivery 

13 originating and terminating within the State; or dump trucks, 
tractor dump trucks or transit-mix concrete _trucks carrying 

15 highway construction materials; or any vehicle loaded with a 
majority of products requiring refrigeration, whether by ice or 

17 mechanical equipment, and on such vehicles when inspected by the 
~~ Police, the number of the seal sh~be recorded and t~~ 

19 number of the new seal shall be recorded by the State Police, the 
operation on the highways of any vehicle loaded with raw ore from 

21 mine or quarry to place of processing shall not be deemed to be 
in violation if the gross weight of such vehicle does not exceed 

23 110'\ of the maximum gross weight permitted for such vehicle by 
section 1652, and provided tnat the maximum axle loads for these 

25 vehicles do not exceed 24,200 pounds for a single axle unit, 
46,000 pounds for a tandem axle unit and 54,000 pounds for a 

27 tri-axle unit, except that 64.000 pounds shall be permitted on 
the tri-axle unit of a 4-axle motor vehicle hauling forest 

29 products provided that a special commodity permit is obtained. 
When any of the tolerances in this section are exceeded, the 

31 difference between the actual weights and the respective limits 
established in section 1652 shall be used as the basis for 

33 determining the percentage of overload on which the penalty in 
section 1654 shall be assessed. 

35 
Notwithstanding the first paragraph, the tandem axle unit 

37 limit for 5 or more axle combination vehicles shall not exceed 
44,000 pounds and a 6 axle combinatIon vehicle consisting of a 

39 3-axle tractor operating in combination with a tri-axle 
semitrailer may ,be operated. or caused to be operated, with a 

41 maximum gross weight of 100,000 pounds, provided that the maximum 
gross weight permitted on a tandem axle unit shall be 44,000 

43 pounds and the maximum gross weight permitted on a tri-axle unit 
shall be 54,000 pounds, and -provided that the distance between 

45 the extreme axles, excluding the steering axle, is at least 32 
feet. Any such vehicle, if registered in a jurisdiction where 

47 the maximum allowable registered weight is less than 90,000 
pounds, must have a permit authorizing that operation in this 

49 State. The annual fee for the permit shall be $lOS, and the 
permit fee shall not be prorated for shorter time periods. 

51 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f}:. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 A vehicle or combination of vehicles may be operated or 
caused to be operated on the Interstate Highway System, as 

3 ~ed in the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956, with a gross 
weight which exceeds 73,280 pounds, if such gross weight 

5 permitted by this section does not exceed the formula in section 
li..5b 

7 
The tolerances provided in this section shall only apply to 

9 those vehicles for which a special commodity permit has been 
issued and only when actively engaged in the transportation of 

11 those commodities. Commodity permits shall be valid only when 
issued to a vehicle which is currently registered for the maximum 

13 legal weight allowed that vehicle under section 1652 or is fully 
registered in its home jurisdiction. Vehicles owned and operated 

15 by government agencies are exempt from this requirement. 

17 A condition of issuance of commodity permits shall be the 
observance of posted limits of all bridges and highways. 

19 
Special commodity permits may be obtained from any branch 

21 office of the Division of Motor Vehicles or from any agent of the 
Secretary of State who has been appointed for that specific 

23 purpose. Any agent appointed by the Secretary of State may charge 
any applicant for a commodity permit $1 for the issuance of a 

25 special commodity permit and may retain the dollar as the agent's 
compensation for performing this. function. Every special 

27 commodity permit shall expire with the annual registration Qf the 
vehicle. The appointment of agents shall be limited to either 

29 municipal tax collectors and town or city managers. 

31 There shall be a charge of $2 for each permit issued to 
cover the CQst Qf prQcessing the permit and a charge Qf $2 shall 

33 be assessed to transfer a permit to another vehicle .. 

35 A certificate identifying the vehicle to which the permit is 
i£sued shall be carried in Qr placed on the vehicle and shall be 

37 producea on demand by a law enforcement Qfficer. 

39 When any vehicle operated on the highways of this State, 
IQaded entirely with commodities enumerat'ed in this section, 

41 exceeds the maximum gross weight limit established for a similar 
vehicle operated under a special commodity permit. as provided in 

43 this section, and no special commodity permit has been obtained, 
the driver or owner of the vehicle shall be required to obtain a 

45 special commodity permit before being allQwed to proceed. This 
requirement dQes not preclude the imposition of any penalties or 

47 fines fOr weight violatiQns established in section 1654 nQr dQe~ 
it replace any registration fee which may be due as provided in 

49 section 1803. 

51 The tQlerances prQvided in this s~tion shall only apply 
when actually engaged in the transportation of the commodities 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. ~. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 ]J.j?ted in this section. Tolerances are only permitted wh~I1-g 

vehicle is registered for at least the maximum legal weight 
3 allowed for that vehicle under section 1652. 

5 Sec. 9. Informational activities. The Department of 
Transportation, the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Bureau of 

7 State Police shall conduct an interagency truck weight 
informational effort. That effort shall be directed towards 

9 improving the information on weight laws and rules provided by 
the State to truckers: _ sharing information with the Attorney 

11 General and the judiciary about the major impact that overweight 
vehicles have on the highways ~ and identifying and making known 

13 to potential users those vehicle types which have reduced impact 
on the highways~ 

15 
Sec. 10. ~fforts with other jurisdictions. The Bureau of State 

17 Police and the Department of Transportation shall continue to 
work with officials of neighboring states and Canada to develop 

19 joint efforts in weight enforcement, and other efforts which will 
improve compliance with the weight limits by vehicles from other 

21 jurisdictions, and improve compliance by Maine truckers with the 
weight limits in those other jurisdictions. 

23 
Sec. 11. Report. The Department of Transportation, with the 

25 assistance of the Division of Motor Vehicles and the Bureau of 
State Police, shall report in January 1990 and ~anuary 1991. and 

27 biennially thereafter, to the Governor and the Legislature on the 
status of' compliance with the vehicle weight laws, the 

29 enforcement of those laws and progress in achieving improved 
compliance with them. 

31 
Sec. 12. Study of civil and equitable action. The Department of 

33 Transportation shall study the possibility of pursuing civil and 
equitable action against persons who are guilty of repeated 

35 aggr,avated vehicle overweight violations, including such measures 
as injunctions, posting of bond and civil suits for damages to 

37 the highways. The department shall include its findings in the 
1990 report required by section 11 of this Act. 

39 
Sec. 13. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from 

41 the Highway Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

43 

45 SECRETARY OF STATE. 

47 

49 

51 

DEPARTMENT OF 

Administration· Motor Vehicles 

Positions 
Personal Services 

Page 14-LR0716(2) 

1989-90 

( 2 ) 
$34,741 

1990·91 

( 2 ) 
$49,793 



1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. (1.. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

Provides funds for a Hearings 
Examiner, a Clerk Typist III, 
and general operating 
expenses to handle the 
anticipated additional 
hearing workload. 

DEPARTMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE 
TOTAL 

11,521 
21,300 

$67,562 

15,285 

$65,078 

15 Sec. 14. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from 
the Transportation Safety Fund to carry out the purposes of this 

17 Act. 

19 1989-90 1990-91 

21 PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF 

23 Motor Carrier Safety 

25 

27 

29 

31 

33 

35 

37 

Positions 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

Provides funds for 12 
addi tional troopers for the 
Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Division. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
TOTAL 

(12) 
$256,094 

128,039 
217,752 

$601, 885 

(12) 
$363,345 

79,287 

$442,632 

Sec. 15. Transition; no rebates authorized. Notwithstanding any 
39 adjustments to or repeal of any fees pursuant to this Act, no 

fees collected for permits prior to the effective date of this 
41 Act may be refunded by the Secretary of Stqte. 

43 

45 

47 

49 

Sec. 16. Effective date. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 shall take 
effect January 1, 1990. 

FISCAL NOTE 

If enacted, this bill will result in: 

51 1. A General Fund appropriation to the Judicial Department 
in the amount of $104,606 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $107,991 

Page 15-LR0716(2) 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. {f.. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 for fiscal year 1990-91. This appropriation would provide funds 
for 6 assistant clerk positions to handle the additional work 

3 load from the increased enforcement activities of the 12 
additional troopers. This appropriation has not been included in 

5 the bill. Therefore, the bill will have to be amended to include 
an appropriation section which contains this information. 

7 
2. A Highway Fund allocation to the Division of Motor 

9 Vehicles in the amount of $67,562 for fiscal year 1989-90 and 
$65,078 for fiscal year 1990-91. This allocation provides funds 

11 for a Hearings Examiner and a Clerk Typist III to handle the 
anticipated increased hearing work load. 

13 
3. A Transportation Safety Fund allocation to the 

15 Department of Public Safety in the amount of $601,885 for fiscal 
year 1989-90 and $442,632 for fiscal year 1990-91. This 

17 allocation provides funds for 12 additional troopers for the 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division. Also, it is anticipated 

19 that federal highway funds will be available for the purpose of 
purchasing additional weight scales for the Department of Public 

21 Safety. 

23 4. An increase in the collection of fines of approximately 
$1,470,000 for the biennium from the proposed increase in 

25 enforcement activities. The additional revenue breaks down as 
follows: 

27 

29 

31 

33 

General Fund 
Highway Fund 
Jail Surcharge 
Total 

1989-90 

$286,875 
286,875 

56,250 
$630,000 

1990-91 

$382,500 
382,500 

--.U~.Q 

$840,000 

35 5. Reduction of Highway Fund revenue in the amount of 
$375,000 for fiscal year 1989-90 and $750,000 for fiscal year 

37 1990-91. This loss of revenue would be derived from the removal 
of the fee for special commodity permits currently collected by 

39 the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

41 6. The establishment of a. 5'\ tolerance on axle weight for 
vehicles within the gross weight limits for which the exact 

43 fiscal impact of this provision cannot be determined at this 
time .. 

45 

47 STATEMENT OF FACT 

49 The original bill was the result of a 1988 study by the 
Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. 

51 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. fI:. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 As amended by the committee, the amendment follows the 
original bill by focusing on trucks that are aggravated 

3 overweight. Aggravated overweight is defined as 20~ overweight 
because a truck which is 20~ overweight has the same road impact 

5 as 2 trucks at the legal weight limit. 

7 

9 

The amendment retains, 
initiatives from the original 
truck weight limits. 

with some modifications, 4 major 
bill to improve compliance with the 

11 1. An out-of-service sticker would be placed on trucks that 
are aggravated overweight. to help enforce the present law which 

13 prohibi ts moving them until brought into compliance. Moving the 
vehicle without bringing it into compliance would be a Class E 

15 crime, but the amendment adds discretion for the officer to allow 
the vehicle to proceed to a more ~appropriate place for unloading 

17 if, for example, there is a problem with safety or perishability. 

19 2. The fine is increased by 50~ for trucks that are 
aggravated overweight. The fine schedule for simple overweight is 

21 the same as in present law. The amendment makes overweight or 
aggravated overweight a traffic infraction, to allow for easier 

23 enforcement. 

25 3. The fine is doubled for repeat offenders of aggravated 
overweight provisions, and the registration would be suspended 

27 for 3rd and subsequent offenses within a 12-month period. The 
amendment makes a 3rd and subsequent offense a Class E crime to 

29 emphasize the severity of the offense. 

31 .4. Twelve State Police troopers would be added to the 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division. At present, 20 officers 

33 and 8 civilians are authorized. 

35 

37 

The committee amendment addresses 3 other issues of special 
significance. 

1. A new 5~ tolerance on axle weight is provided for 
39 vehicles which are within the gross weight limits. The existing 

waivers and fine, reductions for minor gross weight and axle 
41 weight violations would also continue. The smallest axle fine 

available would apply, but reductions from the 3 different 
43 provisions could not be combined. 

45 2. To operate at 90,000 pounds, domestic vehicles would 
have to register for 90,000 pounds, instead of registering for 

47 80,000 and getting a general permit as under present law. 
Vehicles from other jurisdictions would have to register for at 

49 least 90,000 pounds if allowed. If not, they would have to pay a 
permit fee of $105 to carry 90,000 pounds in this State. 

51 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. (1:. to H.P. 36, L.D. 36 

1 3. Vehicles carrying special commodities, such as logs, 
gravel, or farm produce, can get a special commodity permit under 

3 present law to carry extra weight. The amendment retains these 
permits, but removes the fees. To carry 100,000 pounds on a 

5 general commodity permit, a vehicle from in-state or out-of-state 
must register or pay the fee for the general commodity permit. 

7 The total fee, including the 90,000 pound registration, for the 
6-axle vehicle with a 100,000 pound general commodity permit 

9 remains unchanged. As in present law, if a vehicle exceeds the 
weight allowed by its commOdity permit, the fine is. based on the 

11 weight in excess of the road limit, not the higher permit limit. 

13 Finally, the amendment does not include any appropriation 
for the assistant clerks requested by the Judicial Department, 

15 despite their inclusion in item 1 of the fiscal note. The Joint 
Standing Committee on Transportation has reviewed the request and 

17 has not been persuaded of the need for all 6 clerks to handle the 
additional work load from the 12 troopers added to the Commercial 

19 VeHicle Enforcement Division under section 14 of this Act. 

Reported by the COmmittee on Transportation 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
5/23/89 (Filing No. H-277) 
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