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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 2481 

H.P. 1813 H.ouse of Representatives, March 9, '1988 
Approved for introduction by a majority of the 

Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26. 
Reference to the Committee on Agriculture suggested and 

ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative LOOK of Jonesboro. 
Cosponsored by Senator BERUBE of Androscoggin. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

1 AN ACT to Outlaw pit Bull Dogs in the State. 
2 

3 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
4 follows: 

5 7 MRSA §§3954 and 3955 are enacted to read: 

6 §3954. Keeping of pit bull dog prohibited 

7 It is unlawful to keep, harbor, own or in any way 
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pO§$eqs. a.pitbu.11dbg •. 

1... .J;:xc:.eptioD' Any pii:. bull Clog. registered with 
~nymllhicipality bn.t:h.E! .. date .. of publication of this 
se~tioninay bE! . kept .s\ipject to. t.he .. standards and 
t€!quiXE!lllents .$12.1:: forth. ih.SE!Ct:~.orL :,3955. 

2. u.}J.U . b11.11 dog. 11 pit .bun. dog" is defined to 
I"fi~,:m; 

8 1\ •. . 'I'De .buiiute.rrierbreed. ofc:lbg; 

9tt •. _.'i'D€!. St:21Ho.td:;:.hire bliLLtet rier .i:J.reE!d of dog; 

10 C ' .... 1'.heArt1.e~jcai1. pi t bull !;E!rtieJ b.r.eed. bf dog; 

11 D.T.he Ame(ican StCiffotdshirE! terrier breed of 
12 dog; 

13 $, .. Dqgs of mixed..breeds. qrof preeds other than 
14 tl:1¢sJ= .. :listeg ..... in.j:hissubsecti.on,whichl;>reed$. or 
is rrti~§d .. breed$ are .kJ19W[jClSpit bulls; pit bull dogs 
16 or. l?..it .bu:llu terriers janq 

17 
18 
i9 
2D 
2i 
22 
23 

~.'.uj:\ny dog ... yihich.. hCls .the appearance and 
qhCi,ratteristicsof Qeing. predominently of the 
l:m:~eqs.of bull t.err i(,:!r, Staffbrdshi re bull 
terriE!(, .l\Jneriqarlpit bullter-rier, American 
StClffordshii:E! ter r ier; . Clny. other breed corntnonly 
kn.Qwn as .. pit. pulls;u pi t bull. dogs .. or pit bull 
.t .. e):"t iers i.or . a combination. of any of these breeds .. 

24 §3~$.5. .. Keeping of registered pit bulls 

25 SE!ction. 3954. Js hot .applicabl(,:! to owners, keepers 
26 or .hatborers. bfpit bull d.ogs registered .on the 
27 effective date of. this .section ... The keeping of those 
28 dogs~h.allpesubject. to the following standards . 

29 .1... LeClspand muzz.1e.. No person may permit a 
30 registE!rE!dpit . bulldog to go outside its kennel or 
31 pe!.l unles$ thi; dog is securely. leashed with a leash no 
32 ~ongerthan 4 fE!et in lE!ngth. . No person mi:lY permit a 
33 pit bull dog to b~kept on a. cha~[j,rope or bthertype 
34 qf.leash outside .its kennel or pen unless a pers9n is 
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in physical control of the, leash., These qogs maYnQt 
be leashed to inamimate objects, such as trees;. posts 
or buildings. In addition, all pit bull. dogs on a 
leash outside the animal's kennel must be muzzled by a 
muzzling device sufficient to prevent the dog from 
bitin~ persbns or otharanimals. 

2. Confinement. All registered pit Qull dogs 
shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely 
enClosed and locked pen or kennel, eRcept when leashed 
and muzzled. as provided, in subsection 1. The pen, 
kennel or structure must have secure. sides and. a 
secure, top attached to. the sides. All structures, use,d 
to confine registered pit bull dogs must. be locked 
with a key or combination, .10ckWhen the animals are 
within the structure. The structure must have a 
secure bottQm orfloQr.· at::tach,edto . theside,saf the. 
pen or the sides of ,the pen ,rrius,t. be erripedded, in t.he 
ground no. less than. 2 feet. The structures, mUi51:: PI:! 
adequatelY lighteq aDd. venti;Lated and kept in.a clea,D 
and sanitary condition~ 

3. CcinfinementlndoorEi, ,No pit 1:Ji111 ddC;Lrriaybe 
kept On a porch, patio ar ,in any part of a .. QOuse or 
st ructure that would allow. tpe n clog to exit the 
building on its. own volition. In CiMitiqn; nos(Jc.h 
animal may be kept in.a house or . structure . when ,tliE! 
windows are open or' ,when screen,. windows orscr~en 
doors are . the. only obstacle prevt;!nting theddg. from 
exiting the structure. 

4 • Signs. All owners, keept;!rsorha(borers . of, 
registered pit bull dogs shall within 10 daysoftM. 
effective. date of· this section Ciisplay .in naPtomi,nenJ 
place on their premises a .. sJgneasilyrea'(japleby th~ 
public using the words "Bew!'ire. of Dog ." ,In addition; 
a similar sign is requirecltc:i be posted, 9l]. the l<,ennel 
or pen of the animal. 

5 . Insurance.. All owners, keepers. orharbarers 
of registered pit. bUll. dogs must,. ,withinlQ ., days. o~ 
the effective date of this seqtiotl, provicle . prQOf'dtp 
the Animal Welfare Board of publicliapility. insilrance 
in a single incident amount of $50;000 forbqdily 
injury to or death of any person. or persQns or for 
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damage to property owned by any persons which ,may 
resul t from the ownership, keeping or maintenance of 
the animal. The insurance policy shall provide that 
no cancellation of the policy will be made unless' 10 
days written notice is first given to the Animal 
Welfare :loard. 

6. Identification photographs. All owners, 
keepers or harborers of registered pit bull dogs-must, 
within 10 days of the effective date. of this section, 
provide 2 color photographs to the clerk of the 
municipality where the dog is registered of the 
registered animal in different poses clearly showing 
the color and approximate size of the animal. 

14 7. Reporting requirements. All owners, keepers or 
15 harborers of registered pit bull dogs must, within 10 
16 days of the incident, report the following information 
17 in wr i ting to the. clerk of the municipality ,,,here the 
18 dog is registered as required: 

19 A. The removal from the municipality or death of 
20 a registered pit bull dog; 

21 
22 

23 
24 

B. The birth of offspring ofa registered pit 
bull dog; and 

C. The .new address of a registered pit bull dog 
owner should the owner move within the State. 

25 8. Sale or transfer of ownership prohibited. No 
26 person may sell, barter or in any other way dispose of' 
27 a pit bull dog to any person unless the recipient 
28 person resides permanently in the same household and 
29 on the same premises as the registered owner of the 
30 dog, except that the registered owner of a pit bull 
31 dog may sell or otherwise dispose of a registered dog 
32 or the offspring of the dog to persons who do not 
33 reside within the State. 

34 9. Animals born of regis~ered dogs. All 
35 offspring born of pit bull dogs registered within the 
36 municipality must be removed from the municipality 
37 within 6 weeks of the birth of the animal. 
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10. Irrebuttable presumptions. There shall be an 
irrebuttable presumption that any dog registered as a 
pit bull dog or any of those breeds prohibited by 
section 3954 is subject to the requirements of this 
section . 

11. Failure to comply. It shall be unlawful for 
the owner, keeper or harborer of a pit bull dog to 
fail to comply with the requirements and conditions 
set forth in this section. Any dog found to be the 
subject of a violation of this section shall be 
subject to immediate seizure and impoundment. Failure 
to comply will result in the revocation of the license 
of the animal resulting in the immediate removal of 
the animal. 

12. Violations and penalties. Any person 
violating or permitting the violation of any provision 
of this section shall, upon conviction, be fined a sum 
not less than $200 and not more than $1,000. In 
addi tion to the fine imposed, the court may sentence 
the defendant to imprisonment for a period not to 
exceed 30 days. The court shall order the 
registration of the pit bull revoked and the dog 
removed from the State. If the defendant refuses to 
remove the dog from the State, the judge shall find 
the defendant owner in contempt and order the 
immediate confiscation and impoundment of· the animal. 
Each day that a violation of this section continues 
shall be deemed a separate offense. In addition to 
these penal ties, any person who violates this section 
shall pay all expenses, including shelter, food, 
handling, veterinary care and testimony necessitated 
by the enforcement of this section. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill prohibits the owning of pi t bull dogs. 
Current owners of 'the dogs will be allowed to keep 
their dogs wi thin the restrictions set forth in this 
bill. In addi tion, owners must show proof of 
liability insurance in order to keep their dog. 
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