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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document NO.’2407

H.P. 1758 House of Representatives, March 2, 1988
Approved for introduction by a majority of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26.
Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government

suggested and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative HANDY of Lewiston.
Cosponsored by Representatives LAPOINTE of Auburn, TRACY

of Rome and ALIBERTI of Lewiston.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY~EIGHT

AN ACT to Promote Fiscal
Responsibility in Androscoggin County
Government.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows: : :

Sec. 1. 30 MRSA §1451, as enacted by PL 1985,
c. 806, is amended to read:
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§1451,., Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to establish in
Androscoggin County a method of appropriating money
for county expenditures, including the salaries for
county officers, according to a budget which must
first be adopted by & budget committee and then be
approeved by the hegiatature the ' county

commissioners. This chapter amends the ©present
statutory method in sections 2, 252 and 253 by
ereating a ecommittee elected by Andreseoggin Eounty
munieipal officers with authority to adept eor amend
the budget. fhe hegistature econtinuwes to have
autherity +o approve but net te eamend the budgets
This chapter applies only to Androscoggin County.

Sec. 2. 30 MRSA §§1453 and 1454, as enacted by
PL 1985, c. 806, are repealed. .

Sec. 3. 30 MRSA §§1455 and 1456, as enacted by
PL 1985, c. 806, are amended to read:

§1455. Budget procedure

1. Proposed budget. The county commissioners
shall submit compile ‘itemized budget estimates, as
described 1in sections 252 and 253 +to the budget
committee in. &  timety £ashion, at least 60 days
before the end of the county's fiscal year.

2. Public hearing on commissioners' budget.
The budget commtttee county commissioners shall
review the proposed itemized budgets prepared by the
eounty. cemmisatoners, together with any supplementary
material prepared by the head of each county
department or provided by any independent board or

institution or another governmental agency. - The

budget ecemmittee commissioners shall hold a public
hearing, with notice as provided in subsection 4, on
the proposed itemized budgets .prepared by the ecounty
eommisatoners,

3. Revision process. After the public hearing
required under subsection 2 is completed, the budget
committee commissioners may increase, decrease, alter
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or revise the proposed budgets provided that:

a. The budget committee commissioners shall
enter into ##s their minutes a statement of the
basis for any change in the estimated expenditures
and revenues as initially presented by the
eounty-commiasteners; and

B. The total estimated revenues, together with
the amount of county tax to be levied, must equal
the total estimated expenditures.

4. Public hearing on revised budget. The
budget committee commissioners shall hold at least
one additional public hearing in the county on the
proposed budget, as revised by the budget
committee, before the end of the county's fiscal year
and before the final adoption of the budget. Notice
of the hearing must be given at least 10 days before
the hearing in all newspapers of general circulation
within the county. Written notice and a copy of the
proposed budget shall be mailed or delivered by hand
in person to the clerk of each municipality in the
county. The municipal clerk 'shall notify the
municipal officials of the proposed budget.

5. Adoption of budget. After the public hearing
or hearings held under subsection 4 are completed,
the budget = committee commissioners may further
increase, decrease, alter and revise the proposed
itemized  budgets, subject to the  conditions and

. restrictions imposed in subsection 3. The proposed

itemized budget shall be. finally adopted by a majority
vote of the budget committee commissioners at a
duly called meeting held before the end the county's
fiscal year.

6+ Final budget approvai~ Before dJanuary I5th
ef the f£iseal year for which the budget i3 prepareds
the budget cemmittee shaiti submit the proposed budget
te the hegisiatures FPhe hegisiature shaili approve or
disapprove the budget as submitted before May I3t of
each-years

if-the-hegistature-disappreves-of-the-budgety-the-
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budget cemmittee shat} submity; within 15 ealendar
daysy new budget propoesats in acecrdance with
subsectieon I and the provisiens of this seetion shall
be-folteoved-untit-a-budget-is-£inatiy-approveds

7. Assessment of taxes. The budget as approved
by the Ekegistature is the final authorization for the
assessment of county taxes. The budget shat: be

transmitted to the ecounty commissieners and the
county tax authorized shall be apportioned and
collected in accordance with section 254.

8. Interim budget. Until a budget is finally
adopted, the county shall operate on an interim budget

which may not exceed the previous year's budget.

§1456. Budget amendments

The approved budget shall govern the expenditures
of the county during the fiscal vyear. No expenses
may be incurred in excess of those shown 1in the
approved budget, but the county commissioners may
transfer funds as provided in section 252, and the
budget may be from time to time revised by the
preparation and submissien of a proposed amended
budget by - the county commissioners +te &he . budget

committee. Fhe budget committee shattr within 15
ecatendar days approvey disappreve or amend this
revised budget~ ¥f the preopeosed revised budget is

approved or eamenrndeds the budget committee within this

‘same time peried shatt forward the revised budget to

the Eegistature £for £inal approvalx FPhe Begisitature
has 15 eatendar days te approve or disapprove the
revised budgets If the hegisiature is net 4nr session
er dees net approve the revised budget within <this
time; +t +3 disapproveds A report of approvat of =a
revised budget shatr be transmitted teo the State
Auditer within 5 days of the hbegisiaturetls appreoval
of-a-revised-budget~

)

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill provides for direct representation
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through the county commissioners in Androscoggin
County in that the commissioners will have full
control of and accountability for the county budget by
removing the budget committee process and review and
approval by the legislative delegation and the
Legislature.
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