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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 2407 

H.P. 1758 House of Representatives, March 2, 1988 
Approved for introduction by a majority of the 

Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26. 
Reference to the Committee on state and Local Government 

suggested and ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative HANDY of Lewiston. 
Cosponsored by Representatives LAPOINTE of Auburn, TRACY 

of Rome and ALIBERTI of Lewiston. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

1 AN ACT to Promote Fiscal 
2 Responsibility in Androscoggin County 
3 Government. 
4 

5 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
6 follows: 

7 Sec. 1. 30 MRSA §1451, as enacted by PL 1985, 
8 c. 806, is amended to read: 
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§1451. Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish in 
Androscoggin County a method of appropriating money 
for cOunty expenditures, including th~ salaries for 
county officers, according to a budget which must 
first be adopted by El btH~ge~ eemmi~~ee Elnrl ~hen be 
Elppreved by ~he ne9istEl~tlre the county 
commissioners. This chapter amends the present 
statutory method in sections 2, 252 and 253 by 
ereEl~in9 El eemmil:'l:ee etee~erl by Anrlresee99in eetln~y 
mtlnieipat effieers wii:h Eltl~heri~y ~e Elrlep~ er Elmenrl 
~he btlrlge~. 'I'he ne9istEl~tlre eefl~intles ~e hElve 
Eltli:heril:y ~e Elppreve btl~ ne~ ~e Elmenrl ~he btlrlge~7 
This chapter applies only to Androscoggin County. 

Sec. 2. 30 MRSA §§1453 and 1454, as enacted by 
PL 1985, c. 806, are repealed. 

Sec. 3. 30 MRSA §§1455 and 1456, as enacted by 
PL 1985, c. 806, are amended to read: 

§1455. Budget Erocedure 

l. ProEosed budget. The county commissioners 
shall stlbmH: comEile 'itemized budget estimates, as 
described in sections 252 and 253 ~e ~he btlrlge~ 
eemmi~'l:ee in, El ~imety fElshien, at least 60 days 
before the end of the county's fiscal year. 

25 2. Public hearing on commissioners' budget. 
26 The btlrlge'l: eemm±~~ee county commissioners shall 
27 review the propo'sed itemized budgets prepElrerl by ~he 
28 eetln~y, eemm:i:ssieflers, together wi th any supplementary 
29 material prepared by the head of each county 
30 department or provided by any independent board or 
31 institution or another governmental agency. The 
32 btlrlge~ eemmi~'l:ee commissioners shall hold a public 
33 hearing, wi th notice as provided in subsection 4, on 
34 the proposed itemized budgets ,prepElrerl by ~he eetln~y 
35 eemmissieners. 

36 
37 
38 

3. Revision Erocess. After the public hearing 
required under sUbsection 2 is completed, the btlrlge~ 
eemmi~~ee commissioners may increase, decrease, alter 
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or revise the proposed budgets provided that: 

A. The btldge~ eemm±~~ee commissioners shall 
enter into ±~s their minutes a statement of the 
basis for any change in the estimated expenditures 
and revenues as initially presented by ~he 
eetlft~y-eemm±ss±efters; and 

B. The total estimated revenues, together 
the amount of county tax to be levied, must 
the total estimated expenditures. 

with 
equal 

10 4. Public hearing on revised budget. The 
11 btldge~ eemm±~~ee commissioners shall hold at least 
12 one additional public hearing in the county on the 
13 proposed budget, as revised by ~he btldge~ 
14 eemm±~~ee, before the end of the county's fiscal year 
15 and before the final adoption of the budget. Notice 
16 of the hearing must be given at least 10 days before 
17 the hear ing in all newspapers of general circulation 
18 within the county. Written notice and a copy of the 
19 proposed budget shall be mailed or delivered by hand 
20 in person to the clerk of each municipali ty in the 
21 county. The municipal clerk shall notify the 
22 municipal officials of the proposed budget. 

23 5. Adoption of budget. After the public hear ing 
24 or hearings held under subsection 4 are completed, 
25 the btldge~ eemm±~~ee commissioners may further 
26 increase, decrease, alter anp revise the pLoposed 
27 itemized budgets, subject to the conditions and 
28 restrictions imposed in subsection 3. The proposed 
29 itemized budget shall be finally adopted by a major ity 
30 vote of the btldge~ eel!U!l±~~ee commissioners at a 
31 duly called meeting held before the end the county's 
32 fiscal year. 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

6. F±ftEt:!: btldge~ Etppre'fEt:!:. Berere crEtfttlEtry :l:5~h 
er ~he riseEt:!: yeEtr rer whieh ~he btldge~ is prepEtred, 
~he btldge~ eeffU!li~~ee shEt:!::I: stlbl!l.i~ ~he prepesed btldge~ 
~e ~he negis:!:Ethtre. 'fIhe negis:l:Et~tlre shEt:!::I: Etppre'fe er 
disEtppre'fe ~he btldge~ EtS stlbl!l.i~~ed berere MEty :l:s~ er 
eEteh-yeEtr. 
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btldgee eemmteeee sfiell stlbmie, wtefiin l5 eelender 
deys, new btldgee prepesels tn eeeerdenee wtefi 
stlbseeeten lend efie pre'ttsiens e£ efits seeeien sfiell 
be-fellewed-tlnetl-e-btldgee-ts-£tnelly-eppre'ted~ 

7. Assessment of taxes. The budget es eppre'ted 
by efie ne9tsleetlre is the final authorization for the 
assessment of county taxes. The btldgee sfiell be 
erensmteeed ee efie eetlney eemmtss~eners end efie 
county tax authorized shall be apportioned and 
collected in accordance with section 254. 

11 8. Inter im budget. Until a budget is finally 
12 adopted, the county shall operate on an interim budget 
13 which may not exceed the previous year's budget. 

14 §1456. Budget amendments 
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The approved budget shall govern the expendi tures 
of the county during the fiscal year. No expenses 
may be incurred in excess of those shown in the 
approved budget, but the county commissioners may 
transfer funds as provided in section 252, and the 
budget may be from time to time revised by the 
preparation end stlbmtssten of a proposed amended 
budget by the county commissioners ee efie· btldgee 
eemmteeee. 'ffie btldgee eemmteeee sfiell wtefiin l5 
eelendef' cleys eppre'te, dtseppre'te er emend efits 
re'ttsed btldgee~ ff efie prepesecl re'tised btldgee is 
eppre'tecl er emended, efie btldgee eemmteeee wtefitn efits 
seme etme perted sfiell ferwerd efie re'ttsed btldgee ee 
efie Ele9tsleetlre fer ftnel eppre'tel~ 'ffie Ele9tsleetlre 
fies l5 eelender deysee eppre'te er dtseppre'te efie 
re'ttsed btldgee~ fr efie Ele9tsleetlre ts nee tn sessten 
er dees nee eppre'te efie re'ttsed btldgee wtefitn efits 
etme, te tS cltsel?pre'ted~ A repere ef eppre'tel ef e 
re'ttsed btldgee sfiell be erensmteeed ee efie Seeee 
Atldteer wtefitn l5 cleys ef efie Ele9tsleetlre.Ls eppre'tel 
er-e-re~tsed-btlclgee~ 

36 STATEMENT OF FACT 

37 This bill provides for direct representation 
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through the county commissioners in Androscoggin 
County in that the commissioners will have full 
control of and accountability for the county budget by 
removing the budget committee process and review and 
approval by the legislative delegation and the 
Legislature. 

3957022388 
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