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(EMERGENCY) 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legi.lative Document NO. 2387 

H.P. 1741 House of Representatives, March 1, 1988 
Approved for introduction by a majority of the 

Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26. . 
Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested 

and ordered printed. 
. EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 
Presented by Representati ve COLES of Harpswell. '. 

Cosponsored by Representatives CROWLEY of Stockton' 
Springs, RICE of Stonington, and Senator ESTES of York. 

STATE .OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

RESOLVE, Creating the Commission on 
Marine Research. 

Emergency preamble. 
of the Legislature do 
days after adjournment 
and 

Whereas, Acts and resolves 
not become effective until 90 
unless enacted as emergencies i 

Whereas, a clean healthy environment, an improved 
unders'tanding of our marine resources and optimal use 
of our marine resources are essential to the future 
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b p~o~perity 811q q~gli.ty gf +1.f~ i.~ M9in~i anC! 

f Wh!=r~Cl§, Maine :;>hoJ,lJ,g PE; prep~!J;~O to tak~ lTla;l{irnu!l1 
3 aovantClg~ of tM~ inQ~ea81.ng leq~r91 intere8 t in and 
4 ~qppo~tfo~ m9tl~e ~e$ea.~ch;ang 

~ Wh,~rE;!Cls., the~E;! q.re pE;VeJ:"i;J), f;eqe~a+, statE; ano 
6 p~lvate institut1.ons Qurrenl;J,y qgi~g res.earch on ano 
7 in Maine watet81 ano ' 

a Whereas., the ,J;.egisJ,atlJ re beHeves tl1e r e 1.,s flO 
9 cJ,egr aCGounting pfhow much qverlap or GogpE;!ration 

, 10 e~ipts. betweert these inst1.tutiooi, an~" 

nWhE;!'teCl8 ,the ~eg~sla.tu!'e ges1.res t:;h8t tl1e t cil,ent13 
13 gOO lirniteo ,!'e$earGh dollars available to tMe State 
13 s.noulo Pe ef.ficiently oireGteo tQWaroS. thE; neeos. of 
14 the Sta.t~; anC! ' 

l~ When~asl in tMe1uogml;!n,\;oE the ~egislatll.re, 'these 
J,t;l ~<;icts crE;<;ite an ernergE;!il(::Y wi thin the" rne~\ning ot the 
J,7 Gons.titutign of. Maineano J;eq1,lil'e the following 
HI legi.$lation p,§ irnmeClic3tely OeQ~8sBtY tor the 
:L.~ !m~::lerv9.tion Q~ the pul:)liG pE;!aQe r he.:\J,th ang i3C\tety, 
ao ~qW, the~efgre, be it " -

:?;J,. (!omrqi;;;siQn e$.taPHs.heQ, RgsgIVE;!d; IJ'ha.t the 
n Qonunis§io~ on Mi:p;ineResea.rch is GJ;eated • 'rhe 
2~ cornmi. s.s. ion shaJ,l cons.ist:; of 5 members as foJ,lows; 
~4 t9L1J;' !l1emgets oet!1e ll;oqse of; Repre::>enta I:i VE;!§ p,ppointeq 

, 2l;l pY tl1e fOlPeaker Of tl1e Hou§E;!, '3 ITlembe'r8 ,representing 
2p the !-Tgint $t<;!nging CQ!!Unittee on Mqrine ~eqQll!7Q~$ a,nq 
27 on~ rn~rnp.e!7 reP!7e$~nti.ng th~ Joint StClnging Committee 
2~ <,:In EiQll9.9tiQ!1, , qnd qne ~enat9r. c3ppqil1teg I:)y thE;! 
~Hl j?res!CiEll1.t o.f the S§nClte, re):,H'e?enting the .:roint 
~o Stanoing Qommittee on Marin~ Re~qurC;es qnq the Joint 
~b Stgl'\Ciing comm1.ttee Qn ?QllGqtion, 

~~ ~hE;! comrni§§iQn sha,~~ hotd anqrga.ni?ationa;J,. 
33 meeting at tl1e cqll of the Chqlrma,n of the ~eglslatl~e 
~4 QQlll'\c;il within ~Q ga,ys of aqjournm~nt· of the 
3q ~~gi.~la,tL1r.e, ~t thi~ meeting, the commission shall 
36 eleQt a, Clhair.rna.n fr<,:lrn within t.\1~' mernber~hlp, "The 
37 Gomm.i§slon s.hal+ 'meet as. neGe8 S a,r.y to. develop 
~a reQornmenqa,tiqns. At le.a.E;lt 2 pugllq nea,r 1n9.§ s.ha.Hl;:le " 
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held to solici t public input and comments, Members 
shall receive per diem and reimbursement tor expenses 
for meals and travel upon application to the Executive 
Director of the Legislative Council; and be it further 

Report. Resolved: ~hat this commission shall 
report its findings, together with any legislative 
recommendations, to the First RegUlar Session of the 
114th Legislature not later than February 15, 1989. 
The commission's report shall: 

10 1. Identify the areas of mar ine-relClted research 
11 conducted at federal, state and private institutions 
12 Clnd the level of support; 

13 
14 
15 

2. outline the degree 
coqrdination between the various 
oPerClting within the State; 

of cooperation Clnd 
research institutions 

16 3. Develop a compendium of research gaps and 
17 needs and an over-all state policy and work program 
18 for state~supported marine reseClrch; and 

19 4. Develop recommendations for state actions and 
20 funding to support this poLiGY and program; and be it 
21 further 

22 Cooperation from state agencies and university. 
23 Resolved: That the Department of Marine Resources, 
24 the State Planning Office, the Department of 
25 Educational and Cultural Services, the Department of 
26 Environmental Protection and the University of Maine 
27 System shall outline their priorities Clnd activities 
28 in marine research and Gooperate with the c()mmission 
29 as it requests; and be it further 

30 
31 
32 

Staff support. 
shall be requested 
be it further 

Resolved: That staff support 
trom the Legislative Council; and 

33 AppropriCltion. Resolved: ~hat the following 
34 funds are appropriated from the General Fund to carry 
35 out the purposes of this resolve. 

36 
37 LEGISLATURE 

1988-89 
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1 . Commission on Marine Research 

2 Personal Services $ 1,650 
3 All Other 4,150 
4 Total $ 5,800 

5 Provides funds for 
6 anticipated per diem 
7 and other related 
8 expenses of the 
9 Commission on Marine 

10 Research. 

11 
12 
13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

Emergency clause. 
ci ted in the preamble, 
when approved. 

In view of the emergency 
this resolve shall take effect 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Currently, there are a myriad of federal, state 
and private institutions doing research on and in 
state waters. Nei ther the Legislature nor the 
executive branch appears to have a clear grasp·of how 
well this work is serving the State's people and 
indus tr ies. Research goals appear often dr i ven more 
by available funding than by the State's needs~ 
coordination and cooperation appear to be inadequate~ 
and there seems to be no overarching vision to guide 
the State's marine research. 

25 More importantly, increasing pressure on our 
26 marine resources from development, tourism, fis~ing 
27 and pollution make it imperative to step up our 
28 efforts to restore, protect and maintain the health of 
29 our marine environment and to improve our 
30 understanding of its workings. In addition, the 
31 prospects of increased federal interest in and support 
32 for marine research are rapidly improving and the 
33 State needs to be ready to take best advantage of them. 
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This resolve establishes the Corrunission on Marine 
Research to accomplish these purposes. 

4233012688 
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