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L.D. 2372 

(Filing No. H- 548) 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

113TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "1/,, to 
Bill, "AN ACT to Revise and 
Relating to the Department of 
Wildlife." 

H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372, 
Modify Certain Laws 
Inland Fisheries and 

Amend the 
the enacting 
following: 

bill by striking out everything after 
clause and inserting in its place the 

14 'Sec. 1. 12 MRSA S7001, sub-S6, as enacted by 
15 PL 1979, c. 420, §l, is amended to read: 

16 6. Drive deer or moose. To "drive deer or moose" 
17 means to intentionally pursue, drive, chase or 
18 otherwise frighten or cause a deer or moose to move in 
19 the direction of any person or persons known to be 
20 waiting for the deer or moose. 

21 
22 

Sec. 2. 
read: 

12 MRSA S7001, sub-S33-B is enacted to 

23 33-B. Sporting dogs. "Sporting dogs" means 
24 sporting dogs as defined by the American Kennel Club, 
25 including pointers, retrievers, setters, spaniels, 
26 Vizslas, Weimaraners and wirehaired pointing griffons. 

27 Sec. 3. 12 MRSA S7053, sub-S2, ~C, as enacted 
28 by PL 1979, c. 420, §l, is amended to read: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "If" to H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372 

1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
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19 
20 

C. Accept personal recognizances in accordance 
with the following procedures: 

(1) Any game warden making an arrest for any 
violation of chapters 701 to 721 and Title 
38, chapter 3, subchapter I, Article I-A, at 
a point more than 50 miles distant from the 
nearest District Court having jurisdiction, 
may accept the personal recognizance of the 
prisoner in an amount not to exceed $566 
$1,000 for his appearance before the nearest 
District Court on a specified date and a 
deposit in money to the amount of that 
recognizance; 

(2) The warden shall report forthwith all 
those recognizances and forward all those 
deposits to the court to which the 
recognizance is returnable; and 

(3) Recognizances and 
handled by the court 
section 7910; 

deposits shall be 
in accordance with 

21 Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §7077, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 
22 1979, c. 420, §l, is repealed. 

23 
24 
25 

26 
27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 
34 

35 
36 
37 

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §7l01, sub-§5, U, as 
and replaced by PL 1983, c. 807, Pt. P, 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

I. Alien small game hunting 
license 

(Permits hunting of 
all species, except 
deer, bear, turkey, 
moose, raccoon and 
bobcat) 

repealed 
§3, is 

Sec. 6. 
read: 

12 MRSA §7133, sub-§5, "C is enacted to 

c. Notwithstanding section 7406, subsections 4 
and 5, any oerson who holds a valid traocina 
license may carry a .22 calibec firearm at any 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. fr .. to H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372 

1 
2 

time during the open trapping season for the sole 
purpose of dispatching trapped animals. 

3 Sec. 7. 12 MRSA S7332, sub-Sl, as enacted by PL 
4 1979, c. 420, §l, is amended to read: 

5 1. Aoplicat ion and issuance. Upon application of 
6 any club or organization h'=l'l'il'lg '25 or more re~idel"lt: 
7 member~, the commissioner may, at his discretion, 
8 issue to the club or organization a license 
9 authorizing the following. 

10 A. The 1 icensee may hold, a t the time and place 
11 stated in the license, a field trial for sporting 
12 dogs Eor the purpose of demonstrating the skill of 
13 the dogs in retrieving dead or wounded wild 
14 birds. For ~tlr~o~e~ or ehi~ ~eeeiol"l, ehe eerm 
15 a~~ortil"lg dog~a ~haxx il'lextlde ~~ert:il"lg dog~ a~ 
16 defil'led by ehe Amerieal"l Rel"ll'lex Extlb, il"lextldil'lg 
17 ~oil'lter~, retrie'l'er~, ~etter~, ~~al'l±ex~, 'I'±~~xa~, 
18 wiemaral"ler~-al'ld-wireha±red-~oil'leil"lg-grirrel'l~7 

19 B. Members of the licensee club or organization 
20 may shoot and kill with firearms, tll'lder 
21 ~tl~er'l'±~iol'l or a repre~el'leati'l'e or the 
22 eommt~~tOl'ler, wild birds propagated or legally 
23 acquired by members of the licensee at the field 
24 trial held at the time and place specified in the 
25 license. 

26 C. Persons may participate in a field trial 
27 pursuant to this section without a hunting license. 

28 
29 

Sec. 8. 
by PL 1979, 

12 MRSA §7332, sub-§3, 
c. 543, §30, is repealed. 

lIe, as amended 

30 Sec. 9. 12 MRSA §7451, sub-§3, lIA, as enacted 
31 by PL 1987, c. 212, §2, is amended to read: 

32 
33 

34 
35 
36 
37 

A. Bai t may not be used to hunt black 
unless: 

(1) The bait is placed at 
from any travel l'lay that is 
co;"ventional 2-',.;!-'.eel or 
vehicle; 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372 
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(2) The stand, blind and 
tagged by a 2-inch by 4-inch 
name and address of the baiter; 

bait 
tag 

area 
with 

are 
the 

(3) The bait is placed more than 500 yards 
from any dump or campground; 

(4) The bait is placed more than 500 yards 
from an occupied dwelling, unless written 
permission is granted by the owner or leasee; 

(5) The bait is placed not more than 30 days 
before the opening day of the season and not 
after October 31st; 

(6) The bait 
November 10, as 
laws; and 

areas will 
defined by 

be cleaned 
the state 

up by 
litter 

(7) The person hunting from any stand or 
blind of another person has permission of the 
owner of that stand or blind. 

Sec. 10. 
read: 

12 MRSA §7452, sub-§l-B is enacted to 

20 I-B. Illegal harvest of bear. A person is guilty 
21 of illegally harvesting bear if without the permission 
22 of the person conducting the hunt that person kills or 
23 wounds a bear that is treed or held at bay by another 
24 person's dog or dogs. 

25 Sec. 11. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§lO, as amended 
26 by PL 1983, c. 797, §11, is repealed and the following 
27 enacted in its place: 

28 10. Registration of harvested moose. All moose 
29 legally harvested shall be presented for inspection at 
30 an official moose registration station established bv 
31 the commissioner. The entire animal exceot the 
32 viscera shall be oresented, but the animal may be 
33 dismembered for ease of transportation. The follolving 
34 conditions apply to moose registration. 
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COMI-1ITTEE AMENDMENT "If" to H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372 

1 A. An agent designated by the commissioner shall 
2 be in charge of each moose registration station. 

3 B. Moose registration agents shall register each 
4 moose legally presented for registration and shall 
5 attach a seal to each moose in the manner directed 
6 by and with materials furnished by the 
7 commissioner. 

8 C. Any person killing a moose under this section 
9 shall oresent it for registration at an official 

10 moose registration station and the moose shall be 
11 registered in the name of the person who killed 
12 the moose. No person may present a moose for 
13 registration or allow a moose which that person 
14 did not 1a\·,fullv kill to be registered in that 
15 person's name. 

16 Sec. 12. 12 MRSA S7464, sub-S3, ~B, as amended 
17 by PL 1981, c. 118, §4, is further amended to read: 

18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 

B. The 
the name 
moose is 
l:he moose; 

moose tag portion of the permit bearing 
and address of the person who killed the 

not securely attached to the head of 

Sec. 13. 12 MRSA S7464, sub-S8-A, as amended by 
PL 1987, c. 317, §22, is further amended to read: 

24 8-A. Illegal firearms. A person is guilty of 
25 using illegal firearms if he uses a hf!!'!d9't:I!'! whien i~ 
26 :ie~~ l:ha!'! 735 ea:iiber, a .22 caliber rimfire firearm 
27 or a shotgun using shot loads to hunt moose. 

28 
29 

Sec. 14. 
read: 

12 MRSA S7464, sub-S8-B is enacted to 

30 8-B. Driving moose. A person is guilty of 
31 driving moose if that person participates in a jOint 
32 hunt for moose during which an effort is made to drive 
33 moose. 

34 Sec. 15. 12 MRSA §7553, sub-S1, 'IB, as enacted 
35 by PL 1979, c. 420, §1, i$ amended to read: 

36 B. A~ the following places, the fishwav and the 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 1729, r.I). :>372 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

area within 
the fishway 
times: 

75 feet of t~e 
3hall be closed 

ffie~~h ~par_~ of 
to fishing at all 

(1) Woodland Dam and 
Dam on the St. Croix 
Baileyville; 

Grand 
River 

Falls Powerhouse 
in the Town of 

(2) East Grand Lake Dam, T9 R4; and 

(3) Spednic Lake Dam, Va~ceboro; and 

9 Sec. 16. 12 MRSA, S7572, sub-Sl, as amended by 
10 PL 1985, c. 369, S22, is further amended to read: 

11 1. Five-line limit. A person licensed to fish 
12 may fish through ice in the daytime with not more than 
13 5 lines set or otherwise, which shall be under his 
14 immediate supervision, in any \'Iaters l'ihich have been 
15 opened to lce fishing by the commissioner. nines 
16 shall be eonsidered tinder ilM\ediate stlperlfision if the 
17 person remains in a posit:ion to lfistltl:H:y obserlfe his 
18 lines and does not: remolfe himsetf ffiore t:han see yard3 
19 from-the-most-distant-line7 

20 Sec. 17. 12 MRSA S7608, as amended by PL 1983, 
21 c. 440, S13, is further amended to read: 

22 §7608. Fishing with illegal implements or devices 

23 A person is guilty of fishing wi th illegal 
24 implements or devices if he uses any fish spawn, 
25 grapnel, spear, spear gun, trawl, weir, gaff, seine, 
26 gill net, trap or set lines or eleet:ronie, sonie or 
27 battery pOl1ered delfiees for fishing or if that person 
28 uses any electronic or battery-powered devices for 
29 luring or attracting fish, except that a person may 
30 take suckers, eels, hornpout, alelvives, yello'>'! perch 
31 and cusk in accordance with section 71SJ and except as 
32 otherwise provided. 

33 
34 

Sec. 18. 
read: 

12 MRSA §7861, sub-§l-A is enacted to 

35 I-A. Trainina of sportina docs. I:: is la(d:'..l~ to 
36 train snorting dogs on (,<I11d birds at 2~:ly_~i:-:-,e '_ 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "R" to H.P. 1729, L.D. 2372 

1 Sec. 19. 12 MRSA §7863, sub-§5 is enacted to 
2 read: 

3 5. Exceptions. The following exceptions apply to 
4 the training of sporting dogs. 

5 A. Notwithstanding this section, the commissioner 
6 may issue a permit to any person authorizing the 
7 use of firearms during the training of sporting 
8 dogs to s~oot and kill wild birds prooagated or 
9 legally acquired by the permittee and possessed in 

10 accordance with section 7235.' 

11 STATEMENT OF FACT 

12 Section 1 of this amendment amends the definition 
13 of driving deer to include moose. 

14 
15 
16 

Section 2 moves 
into the definitions 
and wildlife laws. 

the def ini tion 
sec t ion of the 

of sporting dogs 
inland fisheries 

17 The mandatory minimum fine for many fish and 
18 wildlife related violations was recently increased by 
19 the Legislature from $500 to $1,000. Section 3 
20 increases, accordingly, the amount of personal 
21 recognizance which a game warden may accept from a 
22 prisoner when the arrest takes place more than 50 
23 miles from the nearest District Court having 
24 jurisdiction. 

25 Section 4 removes a provision pertaining to 
26 license revocation for persons convicted of 2nd fish 
27 and wildlife violations. This section is no longer 
28 necessary and should have been repealed in 1987 'Ihen 
29 the commissioner's authority to revoke licenses was 
30 increased from one to 5 years for conviction of any 
31 fish and wildlife violation. 

32 Section 5 establishes the same species 
33 restrictions on the holder of an alien small game 
34 license as cu~rently exists for the holder of either a 
35 resident or non~esident s~all ga~e license. 
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COMMITTEE AH.ENDMENT "H" to H.P. 1729, L.~. 2372 

1 Section 6 clarifies that licensed trappers may 
2 carry a .22 caliber firearm at any time during the 
3 open trapping season, including nights and Sundays, 
4 for the sole purpose of dispatching trapped animals. 

5 
6 
7 
8 

Sections 7 and 8 update 
licensing of field trials for 
those provisions which are 
unnecessary. 

the law concerning the 
bird dogs to eliminate 

overly restrictive and 

9 Section 9 specifically bans placing of bear bait 
10 after October 31st. 

11 
12 
13 

Section 10 
bear that has 
person's dogs. 

makes it illegal to 
been treed or held at 

kill 
bay 

or 
by 

wound a 
another 

14 Under current law, all moose legally harvested 
15 must be registered by an employee of the department. 
16 Section 11 gives the commissioner the authority to 
17 designate agents to maintain moose registration 
18 stations and register each moose legally presented. 
19 This change will result in additional moose 
20 registration stations, increasing service to the 
21 hunting public. 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 
29 

Section 12 
adhesive moose 
as part of the 
be attached to 
the head. 

allows the department 
transportation tag. This 
moose hunting permit and 
the leg of the animal 

to utilize an 
tag is printed 
is designed to 

rather than to 

Section 13 amends the subsection pertaining 
illegal firearms for huntihg moose by deleting 
reference to handguns. 

to 
the 

30 Section 14 makes it u::l<i\."ful for any person to 
31 participate in a moose drive. 

32 Section 15 makes it illegal to fish from any part 
33 of several fishways. 

34 The definition of immediate supervision of 
5~ ice-fishina lines is removed in section 16. The 
36 requirement of remaining within 500 yards of set li~es 



cm1MITTEE fu'1ENOMENT "4,, to H.P. 1729, L.O. 2372 

1 is too restrictive. 

2 
3 
4 
5 

Section 17 clarifies that 
are legal devices and thereby 
of confusion which currently 
concerning this topic. 

electronic fish finders 
eliminates a great deal 
exists among fishermen 

6 Section 18 clarifies that it is lawful to train 
7 sporting dogs at any time. 

8 Section 19 gives the commissioner the authority to 
9 permit the use of conventional firearms in training 

10 bird dogs on wild birds which have been raised in 
11 captivity. 

12 5198032488 

Reported by the Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
3/29/88 (Filing No. H-548) 
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