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(NEW DRAFT OF H.P. 1485, L.D. 2019) 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 2366 

H.P. 1723 House of Representatives, February 26, 1988 
Reported by the Minority from the Committee on 

Transportation and printed under Joint Rule 2. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Original bill sponsored by Representative SMITH of Island 
Falls. Cosponsored by Representative SOUCY of Kittery and 
Senator COLLINS of Aroostook. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

1 AN ACT Pertaining to Radar Detectors. 
2 

3 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
4 follows: 

5 Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §1254-A is enacted to read: 

6 §1254~A. Radar detectors prohibited 

7 1. Violation. Except as provided in subsection 
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2, any p~rson WhO operates a motor vehicle. eguJppJ9L ) 
wit.n .a' radar detector on a public Way. Hf- guilty of a. 
Glass Ecrime. For.' purposes of ·thisse¢tiQn a'fa,(ja'f 
dete.ator. is ·adevice. design~q to detect . Iili6t6wayej5, 'in 
tnCit. portion of the., elec.tromCigneHG specttur:r\'ui3e<;lHby )' 
law enforcementoffice,rsto mea,s.\lre.the·sBee,d~bf mO,tb! 
vi9hicles. The presenc.e of, a radar ,. detet.tbt Th,-o('dn'2.,. ' 
II\p,tot vehicle operated on a way i's ' pnma.fa:ole. 
e'viden,ce of. a violation of this se,ctio:n. "Tn:.oXqe.r'CO-, 
dj;!mO.nsttate violation 0:1; this se,cHoPth€! 'State,ne.ed, 
not prove' that the.' radar d,e.i:e.ctor vi,asin p bPe.r!:itincj 
cOndi Hon,or' being operated. . ...... " .. , . ,.' ,. 

13 2. Exceptions. The, foJ,lowing exceptions Ci~JX' 

14 
15 ' 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20. 

21 
22. 
23 
24, 
25, 
26 

27 
28" 
29, 
30 

A. No person is guilty of a. violation' of tl)i;; 
section at a time when. the raqat· deEectqri's.: ribt: 
readily acc8$sible. for use, by the. opetat6.roi: :'ariy 
p~ssenger of the, motor vehicle; 

B This section doe$ not apply to moto~ vehiQJes 
usecL by law', 'enforceml9nt'" off'iQets" -Trl'" the., 
petformanceof' thehofficia;L d~ties.- H' 

3. Evidence.. A radar detector may be taken by ? '\ 

law enforcerne.nt officer if" neeqed 'as" evidence: of ,:' ) 
viblation, of this sec,tion, and wl)ep nolongei:' -ri~eqe.:;. ..
sna,ll be. 'returned ',' to .the . person' charS/edot'; "at "'th,i!i:t' 
person's request and expense,' mailed'tba:ijaqqr;e;s.s. 
sPjecHied by. the.' pe~son charged ~ 

4. Signs. The. Commissioner of Transpor:tation' 
sl)a,llerect,sigl1s, . on all ways, which:ehtet- this S t:i!l,t: e.:, 
ft:0m,othe.r, jurisdictions ,which, wa,rnmbtbt:isbs "o£Pthe, 
cQl1te,nt$of tnis, section. 

31 Sec. 2. Allocation,. The following fUl1ds" ar,e' 
32 allocated, from' the, Highway Fund to ca,HY out, tne 
33, pufri:?SE!~ of this Act. ' 

34 1988~,89 

35 TRANSPORTATION, 
36 DEpARTMENT OF 

) 
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2 

3 

4: 
5 
6 
7 
S 
9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15, 
16 
17 
IS' 

19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 

Highway Maint~natice -
Summer 

All Other 

Provides funds fot the 
department to, etiter 
into a contractual 
a'rrang~tnent to 
manufacture and erect 
the' sign~ proposed by 
this ACt. 

STATEMENT OF FACT' 

$ 25, ooif 

This new draft prohibi ts the operation of a motor 
vehicle which is equipped with a rad~r d~te~tbi, 
unless the radar detector is not re~dily acbe~~ible 
for' use by the opera tor or passeng'erS. FOt exampie~,' 
visi tors traveling through Ma:ine' would not: be in' 
violation if their radar' detectors were placed' in the 
trunk. 

The. detectors could be taken by la~ eriforce~eri~ 
officers as evidence' of the violation, but would have< 
to be returned when no longer needed fot that purpdse~ 

The new draft also directs the Comrilission'er of 
Transportation to erect signs' at this State's' border 
to warn incoming traffic of' the contents of the' law' 
and allocates, $25,000' from' the Highway" Fune!" for' the 
signs., 
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