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(AFTER DEADLINE) 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 2346 

H.P. 1709 House of Representatives, February 24, 1988 
Approved for introduction by a majority of the 

Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 27. 
Reference to the Committee on Utilities suggested and 

ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative ALIBERTI of Lewiston. 
Cosponsored by Representatives TARDY of Palmyra and 

RACINE of Biddeford. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE 'YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

1 AN ACT Regarding Security Deposits for Cable 
2 Television. 
3 

4 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mairie as 
5 follows: 

6 14 MRSA §6042 is enacted to read: 

7 §6042. Cable television security deposits 
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2 
3 

4 
5' 
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1, D.efinit,1.oO$. As. us «;!.9, in t).:11s. sect,ior).:r. uple,$s., ( 
the. cOr).textot;he.rwise: indicate.S, .. the. follbWipQ;. terP:1s 
have, tne: f()How.i ng.meani ngs .• 

A. "Eguipm€m:t~' meG!p!3. apy. conye;rte.r:: aPPi9..r.a,tI,.lEh. 
c~Q;Le ot . aChy' oj:,her .• eguiPIllePt . uSeO H fer: the., 'serviqe· 
o~~iftstallat.ion.ofcabl$_teleyision~ . 

7 B. "Normi9.1. We",H: . aI).9. . tear '.' meaps.- tni'lt·· 
8' d~t:eriQt:at;Tci:>n.· wtiict'L ·oCC),irs .. "'wttl;ip'up' iie9Ji.igeH'jc{$.;.; 
9 .. , catele$$ri~ss; accid~f.lt or.. aJ;:>use' ofJ t:li~ .. eqlirpiri:eXiJ::;· 

10 . by ·tn~stibscriqer. or .•... the .. su~scribet·! s·.iiiYiteel;1oJ;' 
li . t·· guess. 

12. C.. "Se;!c;:urity. deBos:j,t".· meqns. apy,"· aqYCl:p.c,E;!.. or;. 
13 .: de.PQsit;.of iinoney; ·reg.Ci:r:q.l,essof . its' de;n.omihCitiQI};: 
14 ttJ.e:~:ptima.ry· . function. of .'whic(r:is:· to se.tnJr,e •. tn.e 
15 . petf;Qrr(l~nceof. Han agreE;!Ille!J.t for.. cab.l.E!·teleVis,i.Qr). 
16 installation; servi,ce.;·repair or. tlie;:lise. of:: cal;\le 
17' te.l~l,7'i.siQh·.eq.u.ifJinen.t. . 

18, 
19 
20 
21.'; 

22 
23' .. ' 
24 
25 
26 .. 
27. 
28': . 
29.' 
3 o:~; 
31 . 
32'. 

33 
34 .. 
35' . 
36: . 
37 
38' . 
39 
40' 

D. "Sub.scr.ibeX." meanS.Hanype:r;son. whp .ente.:r:s."in. .. to 
an agr.e.:eITieht.with. a. caq]'E:! .. televi.sipn. ·compa.i:ly for 
thJ:!t$h.t'alor .leq,l':1.e .: of., Cab],e .'. telev.isioft. s~.(Vi{:J.es: 
or: . equJpmeli t. 

2 .. Return, of seCJuity. deposit. A'. cable 
te.1evision .. company shall .• re"t;llrh' to the: .sup$cr:ib~ei,,·: at, 
the ~·s1iR$c.ribe.r' s.last .• knownadqJ;'e$s,p the • .fuTl:,seCti(~t$ . 
depCisi·t;~·: ifH,'anYf ·depogite<t,·.wi.th .. ·the.caqJ;e' teJ.eyf.sJ:on·.·· 
coirip~h-y,by;the.s1ibscr:ibeI" .. wi th.in .• · 3yeaJ;'s·.:.of .t:he·::,da:t:;,e .. : 
of··the~.·exe.cutionci£ . any. wri.tten .. ag;r:eEii1ieti.t fo:t::thg 
renta-l ... ' or'~' ·lease. '.' of .. cab;l,e· .. : teJ,e:v;lsiOI;l,"setv.i¢e.:or·· 
equ·ipi1l$'nt;. excepj::";as ,pro'Videct insubsecr~i6tis>.3·, .. 4;ari.q, 
5 •. ~'. "··The::retil,r n; ofa c secJ,\rity.dePO'Sit, .··uh9E\:r:· •. thj;s:; 
Sups.e·ct ion " db.es .. not. ,req\.li re.,~the ,~'ret.ufhbf.·ariy,.ca.RJ.;I~( :~. 
te.leVl$:l:Oh 'eqU:iplllent: or'. the".qes.!3p..tion·of:.'S.e!~Jce, 

3. Term.ination .. or. nonren,ew,a;J. of.' se.r.yJce .. ;. by .. 
subscr:iber; .·IC,ariy ·subscr.iber., .te.r.m:i:nat.es._ot·.fails·:~.t6· 
re'Il!=w::aIi ·.agr«;!l:!nle!J.t ..• for the .. ::renj:al·. tit ··lease~.)j£·~ca1:)J.:e i 

televi.sion .servi:ces.or equipme.nt.wHh.in 3 'ye~t$";9f :the' 
datF.6f,execution·.· of· that ·agreemen;t,·l::he· .... cabJ.{:i .. 
tele.visiOri company' shall . return ... tn.€! .:·fUll" sec).lr.H'Y· 
depb$ij:i·. if. any,: to-;the,sups,c;riber .. atthe'''silDs:¢t.iperX;;;· 
last:·kh¢~vn addiessj·except. as.provided.insUb'se·c~t.ioh~5.·: 
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4. }~bahd9nment .. of . servIce .b,j c'ai:)Ie~ .. :t61e\l:is;ib'n! 
compa,ny., JI).: .a .. o.d:i tion .. to. the. requirernen.t:s' .ofTitle· .. 90~: 
section. 215ft, ... subsectiori .. 3 iparag'taph B'," ariY·,Ga)jle~·· 
tEdevisJon,. "COmpanY .which abandoQs .. ser.vice pi.lOr to·t.be •. 
termination .. of .. tne agreement. for. the!' rental.' 0)::' lea'se( 
of ci3,ple' ... tt;llevis.ioh . services .. or. eqUipinentto.: a: 
subscripE:!t, and wit.nin 3 yeats of the" date ofexecutign::, 
of tDat:~agr.el:!menL shall .r.etiltn the' full amouht: ott'he, 
secur i tt. d~POSJt.li if • any, . to. the'sllbs'cribet:.: 'i,d':thi:ij.'.:.~O::· 
days; bf ': tD!:!.: time •. of:. the'. abandbnment: of servicei:.e,xcept' 
as:·p~oviQE!o. ill sUbse.ction.5 ... 

5... ..Rete.n.tion of security' depoE;'iL: .If< thete·i$" 
actual ~.C9\l.SI:!~ for .'. retaining. the. secilr i ty: deposJ,t ot : . .;'In.y': 
P9rtiol1 . of;..~ "it; ... :the· .cable :television:. company:sh:~:.l;Ii·, 
pto'lide the: subscriber.. with ..... a: wri tteir·stat;e.rhetit:~ 
itemizing .... the r.easons . for' the.r.etention .. of: itl:~:' 
seCurHy .depqsH :' or anyportioil of.it .. within.the:time ~ : 

. not· toe}tt;:'E:!1:!Cl.:3Q . days , .. stated'·in .. the.:agr:eement ... 

A;Tti~;Yl.rit.ten: statement' ite'imizfrig .. the: reas-0;frs.: 
fdr .. tJ;,i.$.: reten tion .. ' oL any' portion of .. the.' se:g1)ritY'J 
depqsi, t.snal:Lbe.·.·accompanied.· by 'a . full.· payrne'flt'·. of: 
the .• o.i,H~r:t!rice· .. between' •.. the'. secur:ity· depos·it- and' 
the~arnQuptr etcii ned. . 

B! .Ti:1.i; .. 9.able .. television> company! isdeemedtd haV~: 
cQITlpJ,.~'l:lq .. ,u with. . thrEL section" .. by' mai:lirtg i • .t.hEi., 
stat(,;!Jll§h.t .. ' .and~ any" payment. r.eq11.1t:ed< to:~ the.· las-t{ 
know.h' ~Cl.qqr:eEis 'oftha .Buhscr ibet .. 

c • Nqj:h,ihg.in thissect.ion mat :precludE:i<the::9clQ;Li:, 
tell:!vi;,?iQri. company, froin .. r.e:t:ai.hing;', the' .s.e,01;'ir:ity/ 
d(';!PQ(5Jt: .. to •.. covet· •. the" cos.ts:,~ of:nonpayirten-t'C){';' 
chaJ:ge$.; •. wni~n :the ... subscriber was::reqliitedto.pa·y~' 
dir!=Gt:ly. :\:.0 tne .. cable. televisioncorripany ~" 

6 •. ' , . .t-Jor:itlal wear •. andtear~· AsecuritY:,depC>$it,.or .. 
any. portiOh.C)f·· a .. securi ty deposit., shall: .. not be'· 
retained

u 
fo);. ,t.be.purpbseof. paying. for normci.l·.w(';!~r:::ar:id: 

tea·r. 

7. ,ViOlation. If a cable teievisibri~.' comga:tiy:' 
fails to _ provide, awr it ten. stateme'nt: itemizing·:: the·' 
reasonsfQt th~r:eJ:ehtion. of. the se.curitydepbsit:or . 
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.10 

otherwise fails to return the security deposit within I 
the time specified in this section, the cable 
television company shall forfeit its right to withhold 
any portion of the security deposit. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill requires that 
deposits must be returned 
years of entering into 
television service. 

cable television security 
to subscribers within 3 

an agreement for cable 

3846012988 

Page 4-LR3846 

) 

) 

) 


