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(AFTER DEADLINE)
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document NO. 2346

H.P. 1709 House of Representatives, February 24, 1988
Approved for introduction by a majority of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 27.
Reference to the Committee on Utilities suggested and

ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative ALIBERTI of Lewiston.
Cosponsored by Representatives TARDY of Palmyra and
RACINE of Biddeford.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT

AN ACT Regarding Security Deposits for Cable
Television.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

14 MRSA §6042 is enacted to read:

§6042. Cable television security deposits
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1. Definitions. As used. in. this section;. unless./
the c¢ontext -otherwise - 1ndlcates, the,. following terms.
have the follow1ng meanlngs. : Coo o

A. "Equlpment" means. any  converter. apparakus,,
cable or  any: other: equlpment used. £or the'servmceT
or“lnstallatlon of cable telev151on.;“'

B, "Normal wear . and tear"

deterioration - which,  OCCUrS. WIthOUE
carelessnéss;~ accident ‘or ., ‘abuse. "of thHe . equip
by ‘the subscrlber Oor: the subscrlbe‘ 5. inviteesg. or:
uests.»-'~-- PSS £ LR NS

Cw "Securlty deposit" . means. any. advance, or -
dép051t ‘of-:'money; - regardless of 1ts denomln ons
the- prlmary function of ;‘which' i
pefformance of _an agreement. for. )
ingtallation; -'service, 'Tepalr,or thHé

telev151on equlpment. Lo

D. "Subscrlber“ means any. person  who. enters,lntOg
an agreemeht;ﬁWith, a cable  télevision €O
the -rental- or. lease of cable televasxon 8
or: _eq}u;pment‘. Co

2., Return of  security . deposit. A . cable .-
television company ‘shall return to the supPSeriber, at
the subscrlber s last “known address, the Jfull -

£, iE any, -depogited rwith the’ cable el
'y by ‘the 'subscriber.” w1th1n "3 years of Tt
1'~fexecutlon 0of ‘any_,wrxtten Cdgregnment .

:;of - cable’ televisi

g-except,as prov1ded in subse

return of ’.securlty depoelt
requlre “the.. return.'of:ianf

3. Termlnatlon . or. . nonrenewal of service.

subscriber.j “If: any subscrlber termlnates_or falls
renew»»an agreement for' the rental or K:

% of ;executlon ' that agreement,

ision . company.: ‘shall return Cthe. oo

ty; if any,torthe subscrlber at’ the;sub

3 ~known address, except as. pmov1ded 1n subsectlaniS.{ft
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4; Abandonment . of . service  .by: cable:.televisic
company: - In-additieon. tor the requirements: of Title’
section: 2158, _subgection’ . 3; paradraph . By’ . any:
television. company: which abandons. .service prioer-tel t
termination: of the: agreement for. the  rental: o¥' lead
of " cable- televislon . services . .or'. eguipmént- -to
subscriber and within..3. yeats’ of .the date of-execiti
of that  agreement. shall return. thes full. amount: of
securlty deposit,: if any,  tow.the! suibscriber withi
dayshofAthewt;me,oﬁ the' abandonment..of service;. et
as»provided-.in subsection 5.

5.. Reteation: of security. depesit.: .. If: theréi.
actual - cause for retaining the security. depésit of’-an
portion of  it, - the cable’ telévision&.company§;,~
provide - the: subsériber ' with...a.. written .stateme
itemizing: the ,reascns for: the: retentlon -0 3 -
security dep051t or any. portlon of - 1t within' the:timé,

-not “to.exceed 30 days, .stated'in: the. agreement.

A. The' written:' statement 1temlzlng the 3
) the retentlon of any portlon of the se

this. Section . by - mallmng
f»any ‘payment.. requlred touvthe

known addféss of the subscrlber.w

Ci Nothlng in. this “section may:- preclude‘th
television. _company.. from. retaining. i
1 __to .. cover . the - costs.. of
g e whlch ‘the: subscriber.  was:
dlrectly to. the cable telev1s1on company ..

6. . Normal wear. and tear. A ‘seciirity:.deposit, ‘or
any . porti Cof - a security. dep051t,. shall:’ nog

retalned for. the -purpose of. paying. for. normal~wear;endi“

tear.

7. . Vielation.. AIf-fa:vcableffteléviéionlfcomﬁaﬁyjf
fails. to . provide..a written  statement.. itemizing-- the:

reasons forithe retention. of the'  security.deposit: or: -

1
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otherwise fails to return the security deposit within
the time -'specified in this section, the cable

television company shall forfeit its rlght to withhold

-any portion of the security deposit.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill requires that cable television security
deposits must be returned to subscribers within 3
years of entering into an agreement for cable

television service.

3846012988
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