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'" '.' .,.(EMERGENCY) ' .. 
(NEW bRAFTOFf.!.g .. 1487,:[;.D,. 2021) 

'SECOND REGULARSESSrON 

'NO. '220'6 

H.P .tfih " '., " .. ,' , ...... Hq!u's'eofRe;plesentativ~s,FebrU'ar~y8,. 19&8 
, .·R~ported 'byR:e.'presen t,a tfveSAl,SBURY frqin the Comnii'ttee'on 
Mari ne ResOurc'es 'a.'ri·d'prl rifed 'urider.J.Oi nt Rule,.~.. ... ., ...•. 

' .. ' . . . ··EDWIN .H .. PERT, .. Cler.k 
, .. ,Or{gi nal bill~~~ns6/ed by Repr'ese'nfrifi veSALS'SURY of Bar 

Harbor. 

" .,IN,THE YEAR OF 'bUR L<)RD 
. NfNETEEN HuN'6R:ED 'AND . EIGHT~i~EIGHT 

) ';Ak.'A:9.~: 't~'~R~tPo,ij~,::t:hl:! :·tfi~:ctiv'e':·ba,~:e.:'f~~r '. the 
:2 Use . of Biodeg,iadableE!:i'cape' p'cineTs"oi:l 

.,3 'Lohs'b:!r Traps. 
4 

.'5 ....... ~eig~'nciy. "p~lO!~mble •. , 'Wh~r:e~s, :A~ts.of . the 
6 . Legisl'at'ure .do.· iI'Ot .. becomeeffective .uhtil 90 days 
7 '-'after 'a:'dj6'tirririierit 'tiili'ess 'enacted <cis eriiE!r;g:e'nCie~; a'nd 

8 ,...Wh.ereas, theCoiknissfon'er'ofMar fneR~sCiurc~s ha's 
9 'adopted'a rule requiringbicidegradable escape'pci!.nels 
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on all lobster traps by January 1, 1988; and 

Whereas, there 
lobster fishermen 
requirement, as well 
regulation of lobster 

is considerable confusion' 
regarding the escape 

as other impending changes 
fishing; and 

among 
panel 

in the 

Whereas, 
clar ify the 
fishing; and 

it is advisable to avoid confusion and to 
legal requirements relating to lobster 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Consti tution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the public peace, health and safety; 
now, therefore, 

15 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
16 follows: 

17 12 MRSA §6433-A is enacted to read: 

18 §6433-A. Biodegradable escape panels 
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Beginning January 1, 1990, all lobster traps must 
be equipped with a biodegradable ghost panel. A 
"ghost panel" is an escape panel which is designed to 
release lobsters from traps which are lost while 
fishing. The commissioner shall, by rule, provide for 
implementation of this requirement. The commissioner 
may not require ghost panels prior to January 1, 1990. 

26 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
27 cited in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when 
28 approved. 

29 STATEMENT OF FACT 

30 This new draft requires the use of biodegradable 
31 "ghost panels" on lobster traps beginning on, but not 
32 before, January 1, 1990. 

33 4780020388 
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