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SECOND. REGULAR SESSION.

ONE HUNDRED AND THlRTEENTHﬁLEGlSLATURE

Legislative Document o . No. 2103

S.P. 802 o In Senate, January 20, 1988
Approved for Introduction by a Majority of the Legislative

Counc1I pursuant to Joint Rule 26.
Reference to the Committee on Human Resources suggested

and ordered printed.
JOY J. O'BRIEN, Secretary'of the Senate_

Presented by Senator CLARK of Cumberland.
Cosponsored by Senator GILL of Cumberland Representat1ve
THISTLE of Dover-Foxcroft, Senator GAUVREAU of Androscogg1n

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
" NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT

AN ACT to Improve the Quality of Care for
Handicapped Child:en. :

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Malne as

" follows:

22 MRSA §3174-E is enacted to read:

§3174-E. Services for handicapped children
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The Commissioner " of :'Méental- Health and  Mental
Retardation, the Commissioner .of Human Services and
the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural . Services
shall Jjointly -develop’ and effectuate a Medicaid plan
which .coordinates. and maximizes. the wutilization of
state and federal funds for the prov151on of services

* to handicapped children.

' In order to develop this plan, the Commissioner of

‘QVHuman Serv1ces shall'

Py

l. Frequent relocation., ' ‘fdentify = all
handicapped ~~children in the care arnd custody of the
State who make more than 2 home to-home moves in a one

year- period;

2. Placed in group homes. ' TIdentify all children
currently in the care and custody of the State who are
placed in group homes, -emergency shelters and halfway
houses;

3. Eligible for Medicaid reimbursement. Identify
those handicapped children receiving services of the

-State -- who - receive ' or ‘are eligible for Medicaid

reimbursement;

4. Priority recipients. Use this information to
identify children. . with: priority needs who might
benefit from revisions in the State's Medicaid plan
and any resulting walver application; and

5.. Private . care; . walver. - Ensure, that the
Medicaid plan emphasize the. development of private,
community~based <child care for handicapped children.

-The--plan-shall include an application for a Medicaid

waiver ., to .provide reimbursement for: .child care and
treatment in foster homes for <c¢hildren who would
otherwise reqguire institutional or other extra-home
care. . S .

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill directé the Commissioner of Mental
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Health and Mental Retardation, the Commissioner of

Human Services and the Commissioner of Educational and
Cultural Services to jointly develop a plan which will
maximize the resources available to  handicapped
children throughout the State. Specifically, it
mandates the techniques to provide Medicaid
reimbursement in foster home situations which will
provide a preferable level of care at less expense to
the Medicaid program.
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