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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 1968 

H.P. 1457 House of Representatives, January 7, 1988 
Submitted by the Department of Corrections pursuant to Joint 

Rule 24. 
Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and 

ordered printid. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative FOSS of Yarmouth. 
Cosponsored by Senators MATTHEWS of Kennebec, GOULD of 

and Representative RYDELL of Brunswick. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 

Wa1 do-

1 AN ACT to Provide for a Record of the 
2 Facility Designated for Confinement in 
3 Criminal Cases. 
4 

5 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
6 follows: 

7 
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15 MRSA §1707, 
1977, c. 114, §28, 
enacted in its place: 

as 
is 

repealed 
repealed 
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§1707. Record to designated facility 

Whenever a person is convicted of a crime and 
sentenc~d to a term of imprisonment which is to be 
served in the custody of the Department of 
Corrections, the clerk of the court shall make and 
forward to the head of the correctional facility 
designated as the initial place of confinement by the 
Commissioner of Corrections pursuant to Title 17-A, 
section 1258, a record containing copies of the docket 
entr ies and charging instrument, together with a 
statement of any fact or facts which the presiding 
justice may deem important or necessary for a full 
comprehension of the case. This record shall be 
delivered to the' head of the designated correctional 
facility within 10 days of the date the prisoner is 
received at that facility. At the time a person, so 
sentenced, is delivered to the designated correctional 
facility, a coPy of the judgment and commitment shall 
be given to the receiving officer at that facility. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The present Maine Revised Statues, Title 15 r 
section 1707, 'lS modified in 2 critical regards in 
this bill. First, because of statutory changes in the 
Maine Criminal Code, sentencing courts no longer 
specify the place of imprisonment unless that place is 
to be a county jail; instead the court commits the 
person to the Department of Corrections and the 
initial place of confinement is selected by the 
Commissioner of Corrections. The Maine State Prison 
is but one of a growing number of these correctional 
facilities. The bill reflects this fact. Second, the 
facility rece1v1ng the sentenced person needs to 
receive, in addition to both the information supplied 
to it pursuant to Title 17-A, section 1253, subsection 
2, and any special information provided by the 
sentencing court, 3 specific court documents:' namely, 
docket entries, the charging instrument and the 
judgment and commitment, the latter accompanied by the 
condi tions of probation, if any. The documents 
specified in this section will provide the 
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correctional facility with the information it will 
normally need from the court. The facility may 
specifically request any other documents or 
information from the court. 

Due to the continually increasing number of cases 
being handled by the courts and the criminal justice 
agencies, there is urgent and immediate need for this 
legislation. 
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