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( SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

()
N Legislative Document , NO. 1960
H.P. 1449 . House of Representatives, January 7, 1988
Approved for introduction by a majority of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26.
Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government
suggested and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Representative DIAMOND of Bangor.
Cosponsored by Senators PERKINS of Hancock, CLARK of
Cumberiand and Representative FOSTER of Ellsworth
S STATE OF MAINE
(
) IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT
1 AN ACT to Amend the Rules of
2 Construction to Permit Use of
3 Gender—-Neutral Language in
4 Maine Statutes.
5
6 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
7 follows:
8 Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §71, sub-§7, as amended by PL
9 1985, ¢. 737, Pt. C, §1, is repealed.
10 Sec. 2. 1 MRSA §71, sub-§7-A is enacted to read:
L)
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7—A. Gender. Words of one gender apply equally

to the other genders, unless the context otherwise

indicates.

A. Whenever reasonable, as determined by the

Revisor of Statutes, nouns rather than pronouns

shall be used to refer to persons 1in order to

avoid gender identification.

B. In preparing any legislation which amends a
section or larger division of the Maine Revised

Statutes, the Revisor of Statutes shall be

authorized to change any masculine or feminine

gender word to a gender-neutral word when it 1is

clear that the statute is not exclusively
applicable to members of one sex. The Revisor of
Statutes shall not otherwise alter the sense,

meaning or effect of any statute.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to encourage the use
of nonsexist 1language by «clarifying the rule of
construction in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1,
section 71 and also by requiring that every section
which 1is amended should be revised to reflect the
Legislature's policy of gender-neutral language.

3910120887

Page 2-LR3910

\\_/



