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(EMERGENCY)_
. FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document: & o -+ NO. 1885

. HsP. 1383 - .- House of.RepreSentatives, September 30, 1987

Approved for introduction by a majority of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 26. o
Received by the Clerk of the House on September 29,

©1987. Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.and ] 400

ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule-14.
EDWIN H. PERT Clerk

Presented by Representative GWADOSKY of Fairfield.

Cosponsored by Represertatives THISTLErofEDOVereFoxctoft.

STATE OF MATNE

TIN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN

' AN ACT Relatlng to Oidt- of court Statements
made by Minors. E

Emergency pfeamble{{ Wﬂeteas, Acts of the Legis4n
lature do not become effective until 90 days after
edjournment,unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, there are chlldren in Malne who are the&

_v1ct1ms of sexual crlmes, and,

Whereas, the mental or‘ phy51cal well belng of .

‘these victims is jeopardized by the requlrement that
, they testify 1n open court; and ’

Whereas, the defendants in these cases may be re-
leased from jail or may never be brought to court be-
cause the wvictims are wunable to testify .in open
court; and ‘ e ' ’ ’
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Whereas, this serious- problem and the-very grave

repercussions _that ~afflict all of society from this-.
horrible .type -of crime may continue without abatement -
unless the law is changed with respect ‘to open court -

testlmony, and

Whereas, 1n the judgment. ef~'the,Legielature,

thhese'facts-create an emergency within the meaning of

the COnstitutlon of Maine and require..the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser-
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now,

~-therefore,

Be it enacted by the People ‘of the State of Malne as
follows:

15 MRSA §1205, first. ﬁ, as enacted by PL 1983, c.
411, is amended to read .

: A hearsay statement made by a: persom under the =
,ﬁage of. 34 15.years," descrlblng any incident invelving . - -
.. 'sexual 1ntercourse, a. sexual act or- sexual contact -
. performed with- or - on the minor by'another,,shall -mot L
- be - excluded' as: ev1dence 1n cr1m1na1 proceedlngs 1n::_j
a'courts of thlS State 1f : : . T

Emergency-clause., In v1ew of the emergency c1ted

"1n_the preamble, thls Act shall take effect when p
:proued.:, o J T . L ) - :

'STATEMENT OF FACT .

‘ ' Current: lan"allewé"ehildren"IB years of'age-oru-"
younger, who are the victims “of sexual crimes, to-

provide ' testimony outside an open court room setting

if confrontatlon between the victim and ‘the perpetra- -

tor of the crime will be harmful to. the ‘mental- or
physrcal well- belng of the victim.  This bill in-
creases the age of the victim for whom the protection
of the law will ‘apply . from 13 years to 14 years of

age.

The purpose of this bill is to proteect current
and future l4-year-old victims of sexual crimes. The
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‘l4fyearéold victim is as vulnerable - to mental or -
- physical :instability as a 13-year-old victim when

confronted with the perpetrator of the crlme in.  the
court room: . :

_This blll will consequently allow prosecutlon of

. persons who are ‘eurrently accused ‘of sexual .crimes

but -who  may be released or never trled for these

‘crimes unless the current law 1s changed
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