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,(Governor's Bill) 
(EMERGENCY) , 

, FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HJNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO,. 1876 

I ~. 

H.P. 1377 
" 

House of. Representatives', June 3Q, 1987: 
Reference to the 

suggested 'and, ordered 
Committee on Business L~gis1ation 
pr,i,nted. 

EDWIN H. PERT,CIElrk 
Pres~nted by Speaker: MARTIN of £ag1e Lake. .'., 

" Cosponsored by Senator ,PERKINS of Hancock i President 
of Penobscot and Representative MURPHY of Kennebunk. 

,STAT,E OF, MAINE : 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN 

PRAY 

1 AN ACT to Clarify the Applicability of Social 
2 Worker Licensure Requirement to State 
3. Employees. 
4 

5 Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis-
6 lature do not become effective until 90 days after 
7 adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

8 Whereas, a recent interpretation made by the 
9 Board of Social Worker Registration could jeopardize 

10 the employment status of several hundred state em-
Il ployees and cause a substantial increase in costs to 
12 several state agencies; and 

13 
14 

Whereas, such costs are not included in the 
1987-89 biennial budgets; and 
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. Whereas" in the. ju~gment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emerilgency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Main~ and ~equire the following 
legislation as immediate~ynecessary for the preser­
vation of th.e public peac~, health, and safety; now, 
therefore, , 

Be it enacted by the Peop,le of the State of Maine as 
foilows: 

\ 
9 32 MRSA S7054-A, last '1/, as enact~d by PL 1985, 

16 c. 73~, §14~ is a~ended tti read: 

11 , Any.persoq not eli'gibile for -licensllre on the ef-
12 fecti~edate of ~~is sect ibn , but Who is employed in 
13 a ,position in, which rep'resen:tation is made to the 
14 public as a social worker: or the ti tIe of social 
15 worker is used, shall be enti fiedto lice'nsure wi th-
16 out examination as a "licensed social worker" as long 
17 as an application, made pursuant to section 7056, is 
18 received by the board by atlxy-x,-x987 February 1, 
19 1988. 

20 Emergency clause. I'n view of the emergency cited 
21 in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when ap-
22 proved. 

23 STATEMENT OF FACT 

24 This bill extends fro~ July 1, 1987, to February 
25 1, 1988, a deadlin~ for allowing 500 to 600 state em-
26 ployeeswho perform ,some functions that, if perform~d 
27 outside of State Gov'ernment might fall within the au-
28 thority of a "licensed social worker" to receive so-
29 cial worker licensure without examination. This 
30 deadline was contained in P~b~ic .Law 1985, chapter 
31 736, which legislation "grandfathered" such employees 
32 from having to meet the mandatory licensing provi-
33 sions of the Social Worker Registration Law. The 
34 voluntary nature of this!licensing law requirement, 
35 as it relates to state employees, has existed sin~e 
36 1969, but has r~cently been called into question by 
37 the Board of Social ~orker Registration. 

\ 
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