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(EMERGENCY)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document NO. 1369

H.P. 1016 House of Representatives, April 28, 1987
Reference to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources suggested and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Representative MAYO of Thomaston.
Cosponsored by Representatives SOUCY of Kittery and
MELENDY of Rockland. ‘

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN

AN ACT to Authorize a Study of Growth Pressures
in Maine Communities.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis-
lature do not become effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, growth and land use pressures are in-
creasing at a rapid rate in many Maine communities;

and

Whereas, this growth has a potentially signifi-
cant impact on municipal and state infrastructure,
natural resources and scenic beauty, housing opportu-
nities, resource~based industries and the quality of
life; and
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Whereas, growth and development in Maine communi-
ties must be carefully planned to ensure that it oc-
curs in an orderly manner; and ’

Whereas, the State should assist municipalities
to properly plan growth; and

Whereas, .a ..study of .growth pressures in Maine
communities, its effects on those communities and
methods to better plan and manage growth is neces-
sary; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning- of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser-
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec, 1. Commission on Growth Pressures in Maine
Communities. There is established a Commission on
Growth Pressures in Maine Communities. The commis-
sion shall be composed of 14 members. The President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each
appoint one member from each of the following joint
standing committees: Economic Development, State and
Local Government and Energy and Natural Resources.
The Governor shall appoint the following members: The
Director of the State Planning Office, the Director

of the State Deveélopment Office, the Commissicrner of

Environmental Protection, 4 .representatives of the
Regional Planning Commissions and 4 representatives
of ‘the general public chosen to represent a broad
range of interests and geographic areas. The commis—
sion shall select a chairman from its membership.

The commission shall conduct a study of the rela-
tionship between the rapid growth in 1land use

pressures within the State and the tools and mecha-

nisms available for communities to manage that
growth. ‘
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Commission members, except those representing the
Executive Department, shall be reimbursed for all ex-
penses.

Sec. 2. Staff support. The commission may re-
quest staff assistance from the Legislative <Council.
The commission may also request staff support from
the State Planning Office, the State Development Of-
fice and the Department of Environmental Protection.
These offices and the department shall provide as-
sistance 1if so requested. The Executive Director of
the Legislative Council shall provide assistance in
the administration of commission members' compensa-
tion and expenses, personnel payroll and benefits.

Sec. 3. Report. The commission shall report its
findings and recommendations to the Second Regular
Session "of the 113th Legislature by February 15,
1988.

Sec. 4. Appropriation. The following funds are
appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the
purposes of this Act. h

1987-88
LEGISLATURE
Commission on Rapid
Growth Pressures in
Maine Communities
Personal Services s 3,630
" All Other S . o .o 9,300
Total $12,930

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when ap-

proved.

Page 3-LR0863



NN wN

STATEMENT OF FACT

As stated in the emergency preamble, Maine commu-
nities are experiencing tremendous, rapid growth that
has the potential to jeopardize Maine's quality of
life. This bill establishes a Commission on Growth
Pressures in Maine Communities to review the tools
and mechanism available to towns to manage this
growth to their advantage.
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