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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document NO. 942 

H.P. 701 House of Representatives, March 25, 1987 
Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and 

ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative McPHERSON of Eliot. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN 

AN ACT pertaining to Adoptive Horne Studies •. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 19 MRSA §53l, as amended by PL 19.83, c. 
262, §3, is further amended to read: 

§53l. Persons who may adopt 

Any husband and wife jointly, or any unmarried 
person, resident or nonresident of the State, who has 
obtained a written home study prepared in accordance 
with the Department of Human Services' rules provid
ing for the licensing of child-placing agencies with 
or without adoption programs by a public or duly li
censed private agency prior to any placement, may pe
tition the Probate Court to adopt a person, regard-
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less of age, and fora change of his name. The fee 
for filing the petition shall be $10. Jurisdiction 
to grant the adoption and change of name shall be in 
the county where the person to be adopted lives or 
the county where the petitibner resides or the peti
tioners reside or in the county in which the placing 
agency having custody of the child is located. 

8 Sec. 2. 19 MRSA §533, first V, as amended by PL 
9 1981, c. 390, §§l and 2, is further amended to read: 
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epeft--efte--f±~±ng-e£-8-pee±e±en-fe~-Bdepe±eft-ef-8 
m±ner-eh±~d,-tlft~ess-efte-ef-eft@-pee±e±efte~S-±S-B-b~eed 
~e~Be±ve-e£-ehe-eh±~d-e~--ehe--pee±e±ene~s--h8ve--~e
ee±ved--ehe--eh±~d--f~em-ehe-Bep8~emefte-ef-Htlm8ft-Ser
v±ees-er-£~em-8-~±eeftsed-8depe±eft-8geftey,--ehe--eetl~e 
SftB~~--ftee±fy--efte--dep8~emefte--wh±eh--SftB~~,--e±efte~ 
eh~etl9h-±es-ewfi-wer~e~s-e~-eh~etlgh-B--~±eeftsed--8dep
eien--8geftey,-inv@seigBee-ehe-eeftd±e±eftS-8ftd-8fte@eed
eftes-e£-ehe-eh±~d-ee-deee~m±fte-wheehe~-he-±s-8-p~eper 
stlbjeee-fer-8depe±efi-8fid-wheehe~-efte-p~epesed-hem@-±s 
stl±e8b~e-fer-ehe-ehi~d.--~fte-dep8~emefte--e~--~±eeftsed 
Bdepe±efi--8geftey-sh8~~-ebe8±n-Wft8e@Ve~-mediea~-e~-ge
ftee±e-ifife~m8eiefi-eft-ehe-eft±~d-Bftd-ehe--p8~@ftes--eh8e 
±s-~av8i~ab~@.---~fte--eetl~e--m8y--~@fe~--8fty-pee±e±efi 
s±gned-bY-B-b~eed-~e~ae±ve-ef-ehe-eh±~d-ee--eh±s--de
p8rem@fte.--~h±s--±n£erm8eieft-sh8~~'-W±eft±ft-45-d8ys-e~ 
w±eh±ft-stleh-ftl~efte~-~eBSeft8b~e-e±m@-BS-efte-eetlre--8~
~ews,--be--stlbm±eeed--ee--efte-eetlre-±ft-w~±e±ftg-8ftd-be 
aVB±~8b~e-ee-eetlfiSe~-e£-~eee~d. Any available medical 
or genetic information on the child or parents shall 
be placed in the court records and shall be supplied 
to the adoptive parents. Thereupon, if the judge is 
satisfied of the identity and relatives of the par
ties, of the ability of the petitioners to bring up 
and educate the child properly, having reference to 
the degree and condition of his parents and of the 
fitness and propriety of such adoption, he shall make 
a decree, setting forth the facts, and declaring that 
from that date such child is the child of the peti
tioners and that his name is thereby changed, without 
requiring public notice thereof. The court may re
quire that the child shall have lived for one year in 
the home of the petitioners before the petition is 
granted, and may require that the child, during all 
or part of this probationary period, shall be under 
the supervision of the Department of Human Services 
or a licensed child pla'cing agency. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill requires that all prospective adoptive 
parents have an approv.ed adoptive home study com
pleted before any child may be placed with them for 
adoptive purposes. 
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