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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

‘Legislative Document NO. 719

H.P. 53% House of Repreéentatives, March 11, 1987
Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and .

ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative WARREN of Scarborough.
i Cosponsored by Senators BLACK of Cumberland, BRANNIGAN of

Cumberland, and Representative PARADIS of Augusta

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD |
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN

AN ACT to Remove Superlor Court Jurlsdlctlon
in Dlvorce Actions.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows: . :

1

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA "§105, as amended by PL 1979, c.
540, §3, is further amended to read:

§105. Jﬁrisdiction; powers

The Superior Court, exclusive of the Supreme .Ju-
dicial Court, shall have and exercise jurisdiction
and have and exercise all of the powers, duties and
authority necessary for exercising the jurisdiction
in any and all matters either original or appellate,
which were, prior to January 1, 1930, within the ju=-
risdiction of the Supreme Judicial Court or any of
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the Superior Courts, whether cognizable at law or in
equity, except as concurrent or exclusive jurisdic-
tion is vested in the District Court, and except as
provided in Title 14, section 5301, provided that it
shall have and exercise none of the jurisdiction,
powers, duties and authority of the Supreme Judicial
Court sitting as a law court. A single Justice of
the Supreme Judicial Court shall have and exercise
jurisdiction, and have and exercise all of the pow-
ers, duties and authority necessary for exercising
the same jurisdiction as the Superior Court, to hear
and determine, with his consent, any issue in a civil
action in the Superior Court as to which the parties
have no right to trial by jury or in which the right
to trial by jury has been waived; exeept aetiens feor
divereey ARREImMentE or separatien.

Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §152, sub=§4, as repealed and re-
placed by PL 1983, c. 796, §l, is amended to read:

4. Exclusive jurisdiction. Original jurisdic=-
tion, not concurrent:with that of the Superior Court,
of mental health commitment hearings under Title 34,
chapter 2297; mental retardation certification hear-
ings under Title 34, chapter 229; actions for di=-
vorce, -annulment of marriage or judicial separation;
and small claims actlons under Title 14, chapter 738;
and

Sec. 3. QHMRSA-§152ﬁ sub=§5, YA, as repealed and
replaced by PL 1983, c. 796, §1, is amended to read:

. A. Aetions £feor diverce,; annuiment ef marriage ew
Sudieial separation and es proceedings
Proceedings under Title 19, except divorce, an-
nulment of marrlage or. jud1c1a1 separatlon,

Sec. 4. 4 MRSA §152 2nd T, as repealed and re-

placed by PL 1983, c. 796‘ §1l, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 4 MRSA §155, sub=§3 is amended to read:.

3. Divorce, separation, annulment, support. An

., action or proceeding for divorce, separation, annul=-

ment of marriage or for support may be brought in the
division where either the plaintiff or the defendant
resides. Sueh aetion oy proececeding may be removed =6
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the Buperier Court by the defendant- The ruies of mu-~
nieipal eourts new in effeex for remeval ef amEtiens
teo the Buperiox Court shaitl appiy-

Sec. 6. 19 MRSA §588, as amended by PL 1975, c.
540, §37, is further amended to read:

§588. Jurisdiction

The District Court shall possess sole original
jurisdictions eencurrent with the Buperier Eeuwrty of
actions for judicial separation under this chapter.

Sec. 7. 19 MRSA §635 is amended to read:

§635. Jurisdiction

The District Court shall possess sole original
jurisdictions; eeneurrent with the Buperier Eeurty of
actions for annulment of marriage under this subchap-
ter.

Sec. 8. 19 MRSA §664 is amended to read:

§664. Jurisdiction

The District Court shall possess sole original
jurisdictions eerneurrent with the Buperior Eenurts; of
actions for divorce under this subchapter.

Sec. 9. 19 MRSA §691, sub-§2, as enacted by PL
1977, c. 226, §l, is amended to read:

2. Jurisdiction. The Buperioy EGeurt er €he Dis-
trict Court shall have jurisdiction of an action for
divorce if:

A. The plaintiff has resided in good faith in
this State for 6 months prior to the commencement
of the action;

B. The plaintiff is a resident of this State and
the parties were married in this State;

C. The plaintiff-is a resident of this State and
the parties resided in this State when the cause
of divorce accrued; or.
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.D. 'The defendant is a resident of this State.
STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to grant the District
Courts exclusive jurisdiction in actions for divorce,
annulment of marriage and judicial separation.
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