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(EMERGENCY)
(After Deadline)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document NO. 413

H.P. 314 House of Representatives, February 19, 1987

Approved for introduction by a majority of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 27.

Reference to the Committee on Business Legislation
suggested and ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Speaker MARTIN of Eagle Lake.

Cosponsored by President PRAY of Penobscot.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN

AN ACT to Amend the Postgraduate Residency
Requirements for Physicians.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis~
lature do not Dbecome effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

~ Whereas, Maine requires 2 years of postgraduate
training for registration with the Board of Registra-
tion in Medicine; and

Whereas, most states only require one year of
postgraduate training; and

Whereas, this reguirement is currently preventing
doctors from practicing medicine in this State; and
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and reguire the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser-
vation of the public pesace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

32 MRSA §3271, sub~§2, as amended by PL 1985, c.
542, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

2. Postgraduate training. Each applicant who
has graduated from an accredited medical school is
required to have satisfactorily completed at least 12-
months in a graduate educational program approved by
the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Educa=-
tion, the Canadian Medical Association or the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. Each
applicant who has graduated from an unaccredited med-~
ical school is reguired to have satisfactorily com-
pleted at least 36 months in a graduate educational
program approved by the Accreditation Council on
Graduate Medical Education, the Canadian Medical As-
sociation or the Roval College of Physicians and Sur-
geons of Canada.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when ap-~
proved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

Prior to 1984, applicants for registration as a
physician or surgeon in this State had to complete 12
months of postgraduate training or residency. In
1984, this requirement was changed to 24 months for
post~1969 graduates of accredited medical schools and
36 months for graduates of unaccredited medical
schools.

This bill requires only 12 months of residency
for all graduates of accredited medical schools.
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(r\\ 1 This bill also deletes the special exception for
4 2 family practice and emergency medicine physicians.
' 3 It is no longer necessary if the residency require-
| 4 ment is decreased to one year.
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