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(New Draft of H.P. 1493, L.D. 210~) 

(New Title) 
SECO~~ REGULAR S~SSION 

Legislative Document No. 2327 

H.? 1656 House of Representatives, April 4, 1986 
Reported by Reprcsentative Vose from the Committee on Utiliries and 

printed under Joint Rule 2. Original bill sponsored by Representativc 
;\lcGo\\'an of Ca:1aan. Cosponsored by Representative Vose of Eastport, 
Senator Baldacci of Penobscot and Representative \'·illey of Hampden. 

ED\VIN H. PERT, Clerk 

ST.\TE OF NAIN2 

IN TEZ YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX 

AN ACT to Permit Transmission of ElectriCity 
Betwgen Affiliated Industrial Enterprises and 
to Study Power Purchases and Other Aspects 

of Transmio;sion of Electrical C::nergy 
through the State. 

25 3~2 it enacted by ~he People of the S~ate of I":2.:::.e as 
26 £oll()'~'lS: 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
3,:), 
35 

Sec. l. 35 MRSA §2330 is enacted to read: 



1 sion or wheeling s~rvices subject to reasonable con-
2 ditions and subject to the conditions of subsection 
3 2. 

4 2. Conditions. The conditions shall ensure that 
5 the fulfillment of the translnission .or .~!heelil"";.g 

6 ag~-eement is unlikel v to resul"t. in a re2.3o.~~3.:t)l V .3.S-

7 cer-::'ai:1able UnCOI7lDenSa c.ed loss by or ..2.1ace ~.,! __ ulld\.le 
8 burden on the whe~ling utility or its customers and 
9 will not unreasonably imcair the ability of the 

10 wheeling u~ility to adequately serve its custo~ers in 
11 the State. 

12 In the event that the cers?n requesting wheeling and 
13 the utility requested to transmit or wheel th~~l~.c-
14 tric energy are unable to agree to any matter ce1'-
15 taining ,,0 transmission or i\'heelin0 services, the 
15 commi ssion r.tay reauire the uti Ii ty t~Jov~s.~ __ the 
17 transmission or wheeling services under such condi-
18 tions as may be reasonable, for a ceriod of time de-
19 termined by the commission to be reasonable. 

20 3. i-ihee ling to electric uti U. ti e s . Sub j ec-t~ ____ to 
21 all ot~1er prOVISIons of this Title, a~~_;L~~onJ1:ay 
22 ceti tion the cOimnission for an order l·eauiring O1',e or 
23 more electric cor.manies to transmit energy or er~el"c:r.:L 

24 and caeaci c.y from any uti Ii ty, quali fying_;_~ci 1.i t-,'_;n 
25 other supplier of electricity to any ~l.tili tv_:....-..Ib~ 

26 commission may issue such an order if the croDosed 
27 tral1sI7li ssion or \,heeling is in th~_2ublic ~..Q.~~~~_~t 
28 an.d meets reasonable conditions, including tl:"-2 c:~...::~di-

29 tions of subsec~ion 2. 

30 4. Caoacitv obligatio!1. In the ev"ent a util_~tv 

31 is re~~ir9d to nrovide transmission service u~de~ ---------------
32 t~is sec_ion, the utility's obligation to crovide 
33 elec~~-ic service to the cacili>:'! receiv.inSL ~i~_:::_.:c:·3.~:s-

37 
38 
39 
40 

;':"'.i ~ ~~d e lectl=..-=i.c:cc.:1=..--.='-... y_. ~s.:..l::.:a.:..l=-=l:......::thereuDon cea.se I to til:= 2:-:
te:1t of th-::: ",axirr.u:n level of elecu::-lCalc;cad-f~ cL~: 

that transmission. 

Sec. 2. Study of wheeling and electric power 
purchases. The 
s~:all st1..:ci:J t~e 
~1..~:-cha2~=5. The 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities 
issues of wheeling and electric power 
study shall consider the value and 

~l irr.plsI7lentation of: Purchases of foreign power; re-
~2 quire~ents for in-state access to a reasonable por-
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1 tion of the power from any new trans~ission line tra-
2 versing the state; and transmission or wheeling of 
3 power between unaffiliated enterprises within the 
4 state, as well as the relations~ip among ~:eeling, 
5 competition anj deregulation of electric utilities. 

6 The Joint Standing CCffimittee on Utilities shall 
7 submit the coremittee's findings and recommendations 
8 to the First Regular Session of the l13th Legislature 
9 on Dece2ber 3, 1986, ~ogether with any proposed 1eg-

10 islation. Sta~f assistance to the JOln~ s~anding 
11 cC~71n:ittee s~1all be reql.~ested £~~or:1 t~l~ Le~risl?.ti"v2 

12 CO:1nci 1. 

The Public Utilities Commission, with ~he assist-
14 ance of the Office of Energy Resources and the Fublic 
15 ~':.d.\..rocate, is directed to pl~e:?~re a £act1..~al repor:: to 
16 assist the Joint S~anding Committee on Utili~ies in 
17 this study. In preparing the report, the ccmreission 
18 shall consult with represen~atives of interested par-
19 ties, including industrial firms, businesses, custom-
20 ere, residential customers, elderly and low-incoree 
21 groups, electric utilities, cogenera~ors and small 
22 power producers. The report shall be s~bmitted to 
23 the Joint Standing CO;!l~li ttee on Utili ~ies by :'jove;"b:::r 
2'; I, 1936. 

25 

26 This new draft retains 
27 original bill for ~heeling between af~iliated indus-
23 trial enterprises and allows for wheeling between a 
29 utility or nonutility supplier cf electricity and an-
30 ether utility, but does not aut~ori=e several o~~~r 
31 i~ems which were in the original bill. 

35 
3 ,S 

Instead, ~his new draft 
Joint Standing Co~mi~tee 

c2.11s f~:..~ a .3tl:d.y 'oj ~.:-'":; 

on Utilities of the other 
issues including: 
i:1-.sta~e access 

Purchases of out-of-state power; 
to power wheeled thro~gh ~he Sta~e; 

and wheeling between unaffiliated enterprises, as 
37 v:el.l as st.udy of t~:.e rel3."':ior:..73~~ips ar:lc::g ~.l~neeli:lg, 

33 cor.lpe"':itic:: 2 .. n.d d'2~"'e0ula-::ioll of electl"ic u~ilities. 
39 To assist in the study, the Public Utilities Ccmmis-
~O sian rdi th -the assist,a::ce of t~ne Office of i::n3rgy ~e-
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sources and Public Advocate and input from other in
terested parties will prepare a factual report to the 
Joint Standing Co;·.~mi ttee on Utili ties by Nove;;1ber 1, 
1996. The joi~t sta~ding committee would report to 
the First 2egular Session of the 113th Legislature, 
December _, 1936. 

study is needed for several reasons. 
State's economy depends on a number o~ energy inten
Si-,/2 lnant:fl3.·.:t:.UJ:l::g i!ldustries, \';~lic}1 21.~e Sl:bj2Ct ~o 
intense competition. Tha~ makes it timely ~o seek 
cpportunities to encourage more efficient generation, 
delivery and consumption of electric energy. Also, 
Maine's electric utilities purchase 17% of their 
electrical e~ergy from Canada and ~aine's consumers 
~aid $60,000,000 for the purchase of that electrici
ty, which resulted in no increase in Maine's electri
cal generating capacity. 61' 1989, that fraction will 
reach about 25%. Purchases of some Canadian po~er 
~ay be economical and in the best interests of 
Maine's ratepayers, but the long-term e~onomic and 
social impact of further depe~dence on foreign po~er 

~.upplies :leed 1:0 b2 ev"a.lua~..=.ed in o:!:'der to assess ·t~"le 

appropriate level of those purchases. In addition, 
the electric utility i~du3try is changing rapidly. 
subject to forces similar to those which have 
drast.ically cl:a.nged ti-:9 telecor.1rtYLl.nications industry I 
so that it is important to study the relationships 
2:1:0:,g posslDle wheeling, competi tion aced 
deregulaticn. 
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